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“SEEK YE FIRST THE KINGDOM OF GOD” 
Matthew 6:33 

 

 We have seen that one of the ways that 
Jesus Christ established His authority was through 
healing the sick and afflicted.  Another was in his 
confrontation with the priests, scribes and Phari-
sees.  We left off in our study of Matthew last is-
sue with Matt. 12:8.  We continue this issue start-
ing with Matt. 12:9 as Jesus continues to confront  
the Pharisees. 

(Read Matt. 12:9-13)  The Pharisees are 
continuing to try to catch Jesus in some violation 
of the law that they might be able to arrest Him 
and get rid of Him. But again, they could not an-
swer His reasoning, thus He healed the man with 
the withered hand. 

(Read Matt. 12:14-21)   We see early in 
Christ’s ministry that the Pharisees and priests set 
out to destroy Jesus, but the people kept them 
from it.  Matthew, at least by the time he wrote 
this gospel had become quite familiar with Old 
Testament Scripture and was quite able to see the 
fulfillment of those Scriptures in the events that 
took place in Christ’s life and ministry.   

(Read Matt. 12:22-37)  The fact that the 
people had begun to ask if Jesus was the son of 
David put fear in the minds of the Pharisees as 
they realized that the people might be beginning 
to realize just who Jesus was.  I believe that the 
priests and Pharisees did know who He was as we 
will see later in some of the parables that Jesus 
pronounced about them.  But for now all that they 
could do was launch a propaganda program 
against Him.  This they did saying He was able to 

cast out demons by Beelzebub, the supposed ruler 
of demons.   

Jesus cut them off quite effectively in 
verses 25-26, “Every kingdom divided against 
itself is brought to desolation; and every city or 
house divided against itself shall not stand: 
And if Satan cast out Satan, he is divided 
against himself; how shall then his kingdom 
stand?  

Verses 31-32 deserve some special atten-
tion.  First we need to know what this unforgiva-
ble sin really is.  Matt. 6:14-15 gives us this an-
swer I believe, “For if ye forgive men their tres-
passes, your heavenly Father will also forgive 
you: But if ye forgive not men their trespasses, 
neither will your Father forgive your trespass-
es.”  The natural question then is, how does not 
forgiving men their trespasses blaspheme against 
the Holy Spirit?  Possibly Paul can help us with 
this answer in his letter to the Romans, chapt. 8:1-
16 (Read).  Forgiveness is not necessarily easy, 
but I believe that trespasses against us are of the 
flesh, i.e. by humans whether physical or mental.  
So long as we deal with this trespass from a flesh-
ly stand point, or human stand point, it is a very 
difficult thing to do.  Keep in mind that Jesus is 
not asking us to forgive what someone has done 
to someone else, but rather something that affects 
us directly.  Vs. 13 says that “if ye through the 
Spirit do mortify the deeds of the body, ye shall 
live.”  “Mortify” means to “put to death.”  If 
something is put to death, it no longer exists.  
Through the Holy Spirit, Paul says we can put to 
death those carnal things that separate us from 
God.  Vs. 16 says, “The Spirit itself beareth wit-
ness with our spirit, that we are the children of 
God.”  I look at the Holy Spirit as the mind of 
God and our spirit as our mind.  If I am correct, 
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this is saying that God’s mind will work with our 
mind to show us that we are the children of God.  
As I said, forgiving is sometimes very difficult 
and for our own benefit, we have to get very spe-
cific in our prayers for the communing of God’s 
Spirit with ours to mortify, or put to death the 
thoughts that we have that makes this forgiveness 
so difficult.  Blaspheming the Holy Spirit, I be-
lieve, is refusing to let Him work in our lives.  We 
often would rather hang on to our unforgiving 
thoughts against a person who has wronged us in 
whatever way.  Somehow we think we draw com-
fort from this, but I think we all know that this 
only adds to our own discomfort.  Forgiveness 
simply means that you cancel the debt, in whatev-
er form, that was incurred against you.  It does not 
mean you have to forget the incident, or like the 
person who wronged you, or make a public an-
nouncement about it.  It simply means that you 
cancel that debt in your heart.  It doesn’t mean, 
for example, that if someone robbed you at gun-
point that you should not file charges against them 
for the robbery.  You may or may not file charges, 
whether in your mind or literally.  Most things 
that people have difficulty forgiving another for is  
something said or done that offends them more 
than theft or physical damage.  The other person 
may or may not seek our forgiveness.  If he 
doesn’t, what is there to forgive?  However, 
sometimes we have a guilty feeling for harboring 
unforgiving thoughts about a person even if he or 
she did not seek forgiveness, or maybe doesn’t 
even know that they have offended you in this 
way.  For our own comfort and peace, we need to 
forgive.   

Note that Jesus says in Matt. 12:32, 
“whosoever speaketh against the Holy Spirit, it 
shall not be forgiven him, neither in this world, 
neither in the world to come.”  The word 
“world” here means age.  So long as we are unfor-
giving, whether in this life or the next, we cannot 
be forgiven until we change to a forgiving heart.   

I don’t think I ever read vs. 33 and paid 
attention to it.  In effect, Jesus is saying that we 
can make things right.  We can make the tree 
good (i.e. forgive our debtors) or we can make the 
tree bad (not forgive).  But the tree will be known 
by its fruit.  We can produce good fruit. 

I think that as we study more about the 
Pharisees, the priests, and the scribes of Jesus 
time, we can see that their thought theme was 

“our way or the highway.”  They were not tolerant 
of anyone that in any way challenged them.  They 
were totally unforgiving in their nature, were arro-
gant to the extreme and very hypocritical.  When 
we see this we can understand Jesus calling them 
a generation of vipers.  I think if we study history, 
we can see that whenever anyone becomes so en-
trenched in a particular religious dogma, they be-
come just like these Pharisees, priests and scribes 
of Christ’s day.  Unfortunately, many people have 
lost their lives as a result.   

Jesus reminds these people that by their 
words they would be condemned.  It is something 
that we need to be ever mindful of.  We have to 
give account for our own words ourselves.  We 
have said in the past that if we are seeking God’s 
sanctification, we are in effect going through the 
lake of fire ourselves in this life time.  I challenge 
you to examine yourselves and see if you haven’t 
in the past brought to mind things you have said 
or done that you would very much like to make 
right.  Sometimes we can do this, but all too often 
we no longer have the opportunity and have to 
seek God’s forgiveness for it.  This I believe is 
what is meant by us as Christians going through 
the lake of fire in this life.  We find ourselves con-
fronting ourselves and then having to turn to God 
for remedies.  

(Read Matt. 12:38-45)  It is interesting that 
Jesus gave them the sign of Jonas.  If you remem-
ber the story of Jonas, God told him to go to Nine-
veh, but Jonah did not want to go so he got into a 
ship going the other way, but because of a severe 
storm Jonah was tossed overboard at his request 
to calm the storm.  He was swallowed by a great 
fish and was in the belly of the fish for three days 
and nights after which the fish vomited him up on 
the shore.  He then went to Nineveh and preached 
repentance and the people did repent.  Giving the 
Pharisees, etc. this sign while predicting that Jesus 
would be in the grave three days and three nights 
also predicted the two works of Christ.  The first 
work being the cross and the second the establish-
ment of His kingdom on His second coming.  But 
the point Jesus is making here is that the people of 
Nineveh and the Queen of Sheba will judge these 
people because of their arrogance and hypocrisy.   

Jesus then compares them to a man from 
whom an unclean spirit had gone out of him, but 
who walked through dry places seeking rest, but 
not finding it took seven other spirits more wicked 
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than himself so that he was much worse than in 
his original state.  My understanding here is that 
Jesus is referring to the time when the Jews were 
released by Cyrus, king of Persia, from the Baby-
lonian captivity to go back to Jerusalem and re-
build the city and the temple.  Their original con-
dition was their captivity and the reason for it, 
their release compares to the man having the un-
clean spirit gone out of him, the walking in dry 
places during the time after they returned to Jeru-
salem, but again because of their bent for sin, they 
began to change God’s law and corrupt their wor-
ship of Him until at the time of Christ He says 
they are 7 times worse than they were before them 
went into the captivity.   

(Read Matt. 12:46-50)  This might sound a 

little cruel at first, but the point He is making is 

that the disciples had become His real family, just 

as we too can become a part of His family as Sons 

of God.   

Matt. 13 gives us eight parables, four of 
which Jesus spoke to the multitude that followed 
Him and four He spoke to the disciples.  In Mark 
4, Jesus is speaking to the multitude that followed 
Him.  We’re told in verse 34, “But without a 
parable spake he not unto them: and when 
they were alone, he expounded all things to his 
disciples.”  Knowing that Jesus did not speak to 
the multitude, which included Pharisees, priests 
and scribes, except in parables helps us to know 
when He is speaking in parables, such as the para-
ble of Lazarus and the rich man, and when He is 
not.  Jesus explains why He speaks to them in par-
ables in Matt. 13:10-17 (Read) We see these peo-
ple were no different than the people of Isaiah’s 
and Jeremiah’s time.  Unfortunately they were no 
different than the people of our own time.  Again, 
we have to consider God’s sovereignty.  Because 
we might understand that which another can’t un-
derstand, we need not to feed our own ego with 
this knowledge, but to understand that we under-
stand because of God’s sovereignty, not of any 
special brain power we might think we possess, 
and be thankful for that understanding.   

Now, let’s back up a little and read Matt. 
13:1-8 in which Jesus spoke the parable of the 
sower.  As we read these parables, we need to 
stress that Jesus is preaching the gospel of the 
kingdom.  These are not “salvation” oriented par-
ables, but rather intended to help us understand 

the kingdom better.  Neither the people nor the 
disciples understood this first parable, so Jesus 
explained it to the disciples.  (Read Matt. 13:18-
23)  Again, I believe it important to point out that 
Jesus is talking about the kingdom, not the 
church.  As I have said before, they are separate 
entities and have separate destinies.  

 Let’s compare the parable with the expla-
nation.  Vs. 3-4 says, “Behold a sower went 
forth to sow; And when he sowed, some seeds 
fell by the way side, and the fowls came and 
devoured them up.”  The explanation comes in 
vs. 19, “When anyone heareth the word of the 
kingdom, and understandeth it not, then 
cometh the wicked one, and catcheth away that 
which was sown in his heart.  This is he which 
received seed by the way side.”  He compares 
seeds falling by the wayside to not understanding.  
I have found very few people, including preach-
ers, who do understand the gospel of the kingdom. 
(I have to admit that there are so few who do un-
derstand it that I have questioned myself several 
times as to whether I am looking at a false doc-
trine or not.  But the more I have studied the more 
sure I am that my understanding is correct.  I hate 
saying it this way as it could very well be inter-
preted as me having an ego and am trying to teach 
some new doctrine for my own glorification.  I 
don’t know how to overcome this type of objec-
tion if it is presented, I just have to teach what I 
have learned.  My prayer is always that God 
won’t let me mislead myself or anybody else.  I 
have to believe that God has and is answering my 
prayer.)  To me it is the greatest good news a 
Christian could receive, but for sure one has to 
understand it to keep from losing it.  I might point 
out that in verse 19 the word “one” has been add-
ed by the translators.  It otherwise would read 
“then cometh the wicked, and catcheth away 
that which is sown in his heart.”  I believe this 
is significant as I know that if someone hears this 
gospel, but doesn’t understand it, there are many 
detractors that will convince that person to forget 
what he has heard. 

Vs. 5-6 tells us, “Some fell upon stony 
places, where they had not much earth: and 
forthwith they sprung up, because they had no 
deepness of earth: and when the sun was up, 
they were scorched; and because they had no 
root, they withered away.” The explanation is in 
vs. 20-21, “But he that received the seed into 
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stony places, the same is he that heareth the 
word, and anon with joy receiveth it; Yet hath 
he not root in himself, but dureth for a while; 
for when tribulation or persecution ariseth be-
cause of the word, by and by he is offended.”  
Again I have known several people who receive 
the gospel of the kingdom, and for a while are 
very enthusiastic about it, but become easily dis-
couraged and give up when they try to tell some-
one else the same good news and that person or 
persons refuses to listen or try to understand.  

Vs. 7 tells us, “And some fell among 
thorns; and the thorns sprung up, and choked 
them.”  The interpretation is in vs. 22, “He also 
that received seed among the thorns is he that 
heareth the word; and the care of this world 
and the deceitfulness of riches, choke the word, 
and he becometh unfruitful.”  The best example 
I have seen of this is people who grasp the con-
cept and believe it, but they, because they have 
been educated in a particular denomination, try to 
mix their denominational teachings with the gos-
pel of the kingdom and they become confused and 
confuse others.  There are other examples I know, 
but this example is one that I have seen several 
times.  The problem is usually that they end up 
trying to mix whatever their denomination taught 
as condition for justification (salvation in their 
thinking) with the good news of the kingdom 
which we might view as sanctification.  The two 
never seem to mix.  

The good news is in the last example 

Christ used, “But other fell into good ground, 

and brought forth fruit, some an hundredfold, 

some sixtyfold, some thirtyfold.  The interpre-

tation then is in vs. 23, “But he that received 

seed into the good ground is he that heareth 

the word, and understandeth it; which also 

beareth fruit, and bringeth forth, some an 

hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty.”  These 

are the people who strive for sanctification and 

produce fruit unto the glory of God.  Few there 

are, but I think we can say that they are truly 

known by their fruit.   

(Read Matt. 13:24-30) This is another par-
able that Jesus spoke to the multitude, however 
Jesus did not explain this parable in the presence 
of the multitude.  According to the Companion 
Bible, the tares referred to here is what is known 

in Palestine today as “zewan”.  While growing, it 
looks just like wheat, but when it is full grown the 
ears are long and the grains are almost black. It is 
not until the grain starts to mature that the differ-
ence becomes evident. Each grain of zewan must 
be removed when grinding wheat for flour, or the 
bread will be bitter and poisonous. In today’s 
world, and apparently it was the same at the time 
of Christ, it is difficult to tell what is Christian 
and what is not in our churches.   

(Read Matt. 13: 37-43)  Jesus explains the 
parable to His disciples. The sower is Jesus Christ 
and the good seed are the children of the king-
dom.  The tares are the children of the wicked.  
He says that the enemy that sowed the tares is the 
devil.  “Devil” here is from the Greek word diabo-
los.  Diabolos means accuser or calumniator.  
According to my dictionary, calumniate means to 
make false and malicious statements about; slan-
der.  I might ask who was being calumniators in 
Christ’s time?  Might we look in the same direc-
tion today? The tares are certainly there and they 
have been put there intentionally by people who 
pretend to be our friends.  To recognize them as 
enemies of Christianity would be very politically 
incorrect.  Vs. 40 tells us “As therefore the tares 
are gathered and burned in the fire; so shall it 
be in the end of this world.”  “World” means 
age.  We have looked many times at Rev. 20 and 
the lake of fire and determined that lake of fire 
refers to God’s restorative judgment for those 
who have not had their names written in the book 
of life.  I believe this is what this is referring to.  
Vs. 41 indicates the tares will be all things that 
offend and them which do iniquity.  Vs. 42 tells 
us there will be wailing and gnashing of teeth. I 
think that when we see that people have been lied 
to their whole lives and have accepted those lies, 
we can understand the wailing and gnashing of 
teeth.  

As with most of these parables, Jesus is 
talking about the Pentecostal age.  If you recall, 
the first harvest feast was the feast of Passover in 
which the sheaf of new barley was waved before 
the Lord.  The second was the feast of weeks or 
Pentecost in which baked loaves of wheat bread 
were waved before the Lord.  Because they were 
baked loaves this indicated that leaven had been 
used which made the wave offering imperfect.  
These feasts indicated ages as well.  The Pente-
costal age began with the day of Pentecost follow-



5 

 

ing the ascension of Jesus to heaven.  The disci-
ples had only received an earnest of the Spirit, not 
the fullness of the Spirit, thus this age was not to 
be a perfect age.  It would have sin mingled in it.  
In these parables, we find that the kingdom is not 
perfect yet, but with the promise that it soon 
would be.   

(Read Matt. 13:31-32)  The third parable 
that Christ spoke to the multitude involved a grain 
of mustard seed.  Jesus likens the kingdom to such 
a seed.  Remember in the second chapter of Dan-
iel we read of the metal image and then of the 
stone cut out without hands that destroyed the im-
age and then grew until it filled the whole earth.  
That stone started with one man, Abraham.  He is 
the mustard seed in this parable. The tree is the 
kingdom in which the birds of the air lodge in it.  
The mustard seed mentioned here is thought to be 
the black mustard seed.  It is not the smallest seed 
there is, but probably the smallest of seeds that a 
farmer would be sowing.  The plant can grow to a 
height of about 15 feet and its branches are suffi-
cient to support birdlife.  The seed is used both for 
a dressing as we use yellow mustard and also to 
produce an oil.   

People who want to use only the New Tes-
tament usually try to make every story tie in with 
salvation and the church.  This parable is no dif-
ferent.  Some consider the Kingdom of God to 
only be what happens to a person who is saved.  
The seed is the salvation of one person.  The tree 
is the church as a whole.  But as with most of 
these parables, particularly those in which Jesus 
likens the kingdom of heaven to something, I be-
lieve He is referring to the kingdom of Israel, but 
only if you have studied the Old Testament and 
understand God’s whole plan for mankind as con-
tinued in the New Testament would one under-
stand this.   

(Read Matt. 13:33)  This is the fourth par-
able that Jesus spoke to the multitude.  Normally 
leaven is used in a bad sense, i.e. a symbol for sin, 
thus many people look at this parable in what I 
think is a wrong sense.  This again, to me, refers 
to the kingdom that started with Abraham, Isaac, 
and Jacob, then all Israel with David and his de-
scendants as kings, then the splitting of the king-
dom, Israel going into the Assyrian captivity and 
Judah going into the Babylonian captivity and 
then returning to Judah, but without a king, the 
promises to David and the expansion of Israel to 

the uttermost parts of the earth.  The point being 
that as we look at the history of this kingdom, it 
would appear that it has completely disappeared, 
yet God says it will fill the whole earth.  With an 
understanding of the whole Bible, I believe we 
can see this happening and with the coming as-
sumption of the throne of David by Christ Him-
self, the resurrection of the overcomers and the 
ultimate second resurrection and the great white 
throne of judgment, I think we can see how this 
kingdom will fill the whole earth, though, for 
most, they can’t see it happening, like we can’t 
see the leaven working in the dough. 

 
(Read Matt. 13:34-36)  Again note vs. 34, 

“And without a parable spake he not unto 

them,” referring to the multitude of people.  Once 

the people were gone, His disciples wanted an 

explanation of the parable of the tares . JRL 
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There is not necessarily agreement among schol-
ars as to this list of kings, or of the timing of their 
reigns.  I looked at a couple of others, but I be-
lieve this to be the most reliable of the ones that I 
looked at.  In saying this, I take scripture as my 
ultimate guide and the others I looked at do not 
agree with scripture, at least as I read it.  Follow-
ing is the list of these kings from SECRETS OF 
TIME by Dr. Stephen Jones  of God’s Kingdom 
Ministries 
    
“King      Years Reigned B.C. Dates 
Cyrus (Arsames)* 9 years 536-527 
Cambyses (Hystaspes)* 8 years 529-522 
Darius I             36 years 521-486 
Xerxes I             21 years 485-465 
Artaxerxes I 41 years 464-424 
Darius II** 19 years 423-405 
Artaxerxes II** 46 years 404-359 
Ochus (Artaxerxes III)** 21 years 358-338 
Arses             2 years 337-336 
Darius III 5 years 335-331  

* Note a 2-year co-regency here. Failure to note 
this has caused some historians to place the fall of 
Babylon in 539 B.C., with Cyrus first regnal year 
in 538 B.C. 
** The existence of these three kings was disputed 

in the early 1900's. Their existence has since been 

proven, but some people are unaware of this and 

continue to put forth the original arguments. 

 

 In 537 B.C., the Babylonian Empire was conquered 
by a coalition between Darius the Mede and Cyrus the Per-
sian. (We shall prove this date shortly.) Darius took the city 
of Babylon (Dan. 5:31) and ruled it for about three years 
while Cyrus continued his conquests. Darius organized the 
kingdom into 120 provinces (Dan. 6:1), and during this 
three-year period Daniel was thrown into the lion's den 
(6:16). Finally, in 534 B.C., Cyrus returned to Babylon and 
began to rule it directly, while Darius went back to rule his 
own country of Media. 
Cyrus ruled a total of nine years, and after he died, he was 
succeeded by nine kings, who ruled until Alexander the 
Great of Greece conquered Persia in 331 B.C. The Persian 
Empire thus lasted 206 years. Their kings and the number of 
years they ruled are well known to both secular and biblical 
historians. “ 
 
 

 (Read Ezra 4:1-3)  When the children of 
Israel were taken captive by the king of Assyria, 
the king brought in people from a number of dif-
ferent nations to occupy the land of Israel.  (Read 
II Kings 17:24)  Apparently when the children of 
Judah were taken captive by Nebuchadnezzar, 
these people then spilled over into Judah as well, 

A STUDY OF THE BOOK OF 

EZRA 

We began our study of the book of Ezra 
last issue and left off with  chapter 2:63.  Picking 
up with verse 64, let us continue our study. 

(Read Ezra 2:64-70)  A total of 42,360 
men returned to Jerusalem to rebuild the temple.  
This would not have included women and chil-
dren.  Probably this number could be multiplied 
by 4 to get closer to that actual number of people 
returning including the women and children.  It is 
interesting that the proclamation of King Cyrus 
was to rebuild the temple, nothing is said of re-
building Jerusalem, though to a certain extent this 
would have had to happen to some degree at least.   

(Read Ezra 3:1-7)  This was the observing 
of the Feast of Tabernacles.  Whether they had 
observed the feast days while in captivity we’re 
not told, but now that they were back in the land 
of Judah, they began to observe the feasts starting 
with the feast of tabernacles.  The first thing they 
did was to set up the altar of burnt offerings that 
they might observe this feast.  Nothing else had 
been done at this point, but this seemed to be the 
beginning both of the building and the observing 
God’s ordinances.  We’re told that they worked 
out a trade with the people of Zidon and Tyre 
trading food, wine and oil for timber to begin the 
construction of the temple.   

(Read Ezra 3:8-13)  The ordinances were 
very important to them and they appointed the 
priests to their jobs even though the temple was in 
the process of being built.  Once the foundation 
had been laid they held a celebration and wor-
shipped God.  However there was weeping as 
well by some who remembered the old temple and 
probably realized this would not be the same. 
 We are ready for Ezra 4, but I found this 
list of Persian kings recently and thought that it 
might be valuable as a resource since the events 
we are going to be reading about in Ezra and Ne-
hemiah are timed with the reigns of these kings.  

http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Dan.%205.31
http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Dan.%206.1
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thus occupying both lands.  Though they said that 
they sacrificed to the same God as the Jews, we 
need to understand the reason so that we can un-
derstand Zerubbabel and Jeshua’s rejection of 
their help. 
 (Read II Kings 17:25-33)  So God was 
their secondary God and only then because of the 
lions that God sent among them.  While they 
could say that they sacrificed to Him, Zerubbabel 
and Jeshua understood their lack of true faith and 
did not want them around as they would then have 
polluted the faith of the Jews.   
 (Read Ezra 4:4-16) These people who 
were opposed to the rebuilding of the temple then 
set out to frustrate the building any way that they 
could.  They first wrote to King Ahasuerus 
(another name for Cambyses according to 
Young’s Analytical Concordance), then another 
group wrote to Artaxerxes followed by another 
group writing to Artaxerxes.  The last two groups 
were led by men who held office in the govern-
ment of the king.  Verses 11-16 give us the text of 
this last letter.  There could be little argument that 
what these men were accusing Judah of was true 
so far as the past was concerned.  Apparently they 
did not have to make a case that this is what the 
Jews would do once they rebuilt the temple and 
the city.  The king took them at their word once 
he researched and found that sure enough the city 
had rebelled before Nebuchadnezzar destroyed it.   
 (Read Ezra 4:17-22)  This was the letter 
that the king sent in answer to the letter that Re-
hum and Shimshai had sent the king.  Obviously, 
he commanded that the building cease.   
 (Read Ezra 4:23-24)  The Jews accepted 
the verdict of the king in his letter and ceased 
building.  This was not what God intended.  (Read 
Ezra 5:1)  We need to read what these two proph-
ets had to say before we continue with our story. 
 (Read Haggai 1:1-6)  Today we would 
pick up the telephone and situations like we have 
just read in Ezra could have taken place in a mat-
ter of a very few days.  Here we are talking years.  
We are in the second year of King Darius at this 
point.  Note that the word of the LORD was sent to 
Zerrubbabel and Joshua through Haggai.  First 
God mocks the people saying that they say the 
time is not right for them to be building on the 
temple, yet they have built their own houses.  Yet 
things have not been going well for them.  Their 
crops are poor, they have insufficient clothing to 

keep warm and the ones earning wages can’t keep 
them.   
 (Read Haggai 1:7-15)  The situation re-
minds me of our situation today.  God says, 
“consider your ways.”  He is saying, in effect, 
have you not thought about why things are not 
going well for you?  Think a little and see if you 
can’t figure it out.  Then He tells them flat out, 
“Go to work on the temple.”  He then tells them 
of the things He has brought on them to try to get 
them to figure it out on their own as to what the 
problem has been with their poor crops and their 
livestock. Zerubbabel and Joshua believed Haggai 
and put the people back to work then in the sixth 
month of the second year of Darius. 
 (Read Haggai 2:1-9)  A month later the 
word of the L0RD again came to Zerubbabel and 
Joshua through Haggai.  Haggai first asks those 
who were still alive that had seen the original 
temple to compare the two temples and then asks, 
“is it not in your eyes in comparison of it as 
nothing?  Obviously this second temple did not 
compare with the original one, but God seems to 
have something else in mind.  He first encourages 
them all to be strong and work for He will be with 
them, so to fear not.  Then it appears to me that 
He jumps in time to the third temple, the temple 
contemplated by Christ, Paul and the apostles in 
the New Testament, the one Peter says will be 
built with living stones, and Paul says is within 
the Christians themselves.  Though I’m sure there 
are those who thought Haggai was referring to the 
temple they were building, Haggai speaks to the 
latter house (the third temple) saying, “The glory 
of this latter house shall be greater than of the 
former, saith the LORD of hosts and in this 
place will I give peace, saith the LORD of 
hosts.”   
 (Read Haggai 2:10-19) The two questions 
that Haggai asks I believe is reference to the 
building the altar before they started on the temple 
and the laying of the foundation.  I believe He is 
inferring that because they had built the altar, they 
seemed to think that was sufficient.  The same 
with the laying of the foundation.  They had 
ceased building apparently without conscience.  
He reminds them that they had only been able to 
raise half the grain that they should have raised or 
produced less than half of the wine they should 
have produced.  He tells them to look back and 
see what had happened and think about it.  He had 
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caused the poor harvest because they had ceased 
to do the building that they were instructed to do.  
They had plenty of time to have constructed the 
temple, yet they were concerned only for them-
selves.   
 (Read Haggai 2:20-23)  This last prophecy 
is of Christ.  Zerubbabel is the descendant of Da-
vid through which Christ, the King of Kings was 
to come.  (See Matt. 1)  The prophecy is of the 
last days and God is calling Christ by the name 
Zerubbabel in verse 23. 
(Read Zechariah 1:1-6)  Two months after the 
word came to Haggai concerning the building of 
the temple in Jerusalem, word also came to Zech-
ariah, another prophet, a son of a prophet.  God 
starts out telling Zechariah how displeased He 
was with the fathers of the kingdom of Judah.  He 
had sent His prophets to them, but they would not 
hear.  They had all died, but God’s Word and His 
law had continued and what the law said would 
happen if the people disobeyed it had happened 
with Israel and Judah both taken into captivity.   
 (Read Zechariah 1:7-17) Zechariah sees a 
vision of a man on a red horse and other horses 
(and presumably men on them) behind him.  
When Zechariah asked an angel that talked with 
him what this meant, the man on the red horse 
said that he and those that were with him were 
those whom the LORD had sent to walk to and fro 
through the earth.  They had done so and told the 
LORD that the earth was still and at rest.   Then 
the angel that was talking with Zerubbabel asked 
the LORD how long would He not have mercy on 
Jerusalem that had been in   captivity 70 years.  
Then Zerubbabel was instructed to cry saying, 
Thus saith the LORD of hosts; I am jealous for 

Jerusalem and for Zion with a great jealousy 
and I am very sore displeased with the heathen 
that are at ease: for I was but a little dis-
pleased, and they helped forward the afflic-
tion.”  I believe He is saying that while these oth-
er nations, specifically Babylon, did what God 
planned for them to do, they over did it thinking 
they were doing everything from their own power 
and strength.  Because of this God says He is re-
turned to Jerusalem with mercies.  His house will 
be built and a hope extended to Jerusalem.   
 Keep in mind that we are looking at what 
the prophets Haggai and Zechariah had to say in 
Ezra’s time.  We will start with vs. 18 next. JRL
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