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“SEEK YE FIRST THE KINGDOM OF GOD” 
Matthew 6:33 

 

We were studying the parables in Matt. 13 
in our last issue.  We are continuing this study in 
this issue starting with Matt. 13:44.  

(Read Matt. 13:44)   This is the first para-
ble that Jesus spoke specifically to His disciples.  
I found an article by Dr. Stephen Jones on this 
verse in which he feels he has seen some signs 
that would indicate that the time is near that the 
“lost sheep of the house of Israel” will be known 
to the world.  But in his article he relates the story 
of Joseph to this verse that I found interesting.  I 
want to quote a couple of sections from his article 
as I believe you will find them interesting as well.  

 “Joseph was hidden in Egypt after being 
sold as a slave by his brothers. Egypt is a type of 
the world, and (as Jesus said in Matt. 13:38), “the 
field is the world.” For this reason, I have taught 
for many years that the story of Joseph is crucial 
to understanding Matt. 13:44. He (that is, his 
sons) were given the name Israel in Gen. 48:16, 
when Jacob said to Ephraim and Manasseh, “let 
my name be named on them.” 
 Israel, then, was God’s “peculiar treas-
ure” (Ex. 19:5) that was later hidden in the 
“field” (world) when they were taken to Assyria. 
They were the “lost sheep of the house of Israel,” 
lost because they lost the name Israel and be-
came known by other names that hid their Israel 
identity. 
 The story of Joseph provides us with a 

prophetic type that would be fulfilled in his de-
scendants of the house of Israel. Joseph’s identity 
was hidden largely because Pharaoh gave him a 
new name, Zaphnath-paaneah (Gen. 41:45). The 
meaning of the name is disputed among scholars, 
but Strong’s Concordance says that the Hebrew 
name is Tsephan-yahu as meaning “Yah has se-
creted.” (See #6846). The root word is Tsaphan, 
“to hide (by covering over).” (See #6845) 
 This meaning is reinforced when Joseph 
hid his silver cup in Benjamin’s sack of grain so 
that it appeared to be stolen (Gen. 44:2). Once 
again, it was a hidden treasure being brought to 
light in preparation for Joseph himself to reveal 
himself to them at the appropriate time. 
 All of this was a grand parable with the 
players acting out their roles that prophesied of 
future events. Like Joseph, Israel was hidden, and 
now they are being found. 
 The Bible itself interprets Jesus’ parable of 
Matt. 13:44.  Exodus 19:5 tells us that Israel was 
to be God’s “peculiar treasure.” When the house 
of Israel was lost in Assyria, it was the treasure 
that God hid in the world. “The field is the world,” 
Jesus said in verse 38.  In those days they did not 
have banks or financial institutions where the 
rich could store their money. They usually buried 
their treasure on their property (field) to hide it 
from thieves. Sometimes people died and treas-
ure was lost. There was always the potential for 
someone to find it by accident. But if the finder 
took it for himself, he was a thief, because one 
had to own the field in order to own anything on 
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the property—even hidden treasure. 
 Jesus came to seek that which was lost 
(Ezekiel 34:11). When He found the treasure, He 
hid it again, then sold all that He had (gave His 
life) in order to purchase the field. He purchased 
the field in order to obtain the treasure in a law-
ful manner. In this manner, Jesus bought the 
whole world with His blood, and certainly, His 
blood was worth far more than the world was 
worth.  
 Those who think that God is only interest-
ed in Israelites do not understand Matthew 
13:44. While it is true that His prime focus was 
upon the treasure, it is equally true that He pur-
chased the whole world in order to get the treas-
ure. Furthermore, this was part of the divine plan 
from the beginning, because “God so loved the 
world” (John 3:16).” 
 Verses 45 and 46 give us the second para-
ble that He spoke to His disciples.  (Read)  Again, 
the pearl of great price is Israel and Christ is the 
merchant seeking goodly pearls.  Selling all that 
He had was giving His life on the cross.  Many 
think the pearl is the church, but we need to keep 
in mind that Jesus is talking about the kingdom 
which we have already discussed as being a sepa-
rate entity from the church.  
 (Read Matt. 13:47-50)   As I have men-
tioned before, the kingdom is not yet perfect as 
there are both good fish and bad fish in the net, 
the net being the kingdom.  But when the net is 
pulled in, i.e. the fish are harvested at the end of 
the world (age) the bad fish and the good fish are 
separated, the same scene we see at the Great 
White Throne of Judgment.  The bad fish will be 
cast into the furnace of fire (the lake of fire) and 
again we’re told there will be wailing and gnash-
ing of teeth.  As we have gone through these para-
bles, I think we can see why there will be wailing 
and gnashing of teeth, a people have been de-
ceived into false religions with false gods.   
 The last parable He spoke to His disciples 
at this time is in verse 52.  (Read Matt. 13:51-52)  
There are several Greek words that are translated 
“new” in the New Testament.  The word here 
does not mean new from the standpoint of time, 
but rather as to character.  For example, in Matt. 
9:17 Jesus is saying that men don’t put new wine 

in old bottles (wine skins), but rather in new bot-
tles (wine skins).  New wine infers wine that has 
just been made (time) where as the new bottles 
does not refer to time, i.e just being made, but ra-
ther to the the integrity of the bottle since it has 
not been used before.  

The latter is the way the word is used in 
vs. 52.  I believe that Jesus is saying that the 
scholar or scribe would use both the Old Testa-
ment and the New Testament, the New Testament 
referring to greater integrity or character yet than 
the Old Testament, though he would need both to 
understand the kingdom of God.   

(Read Matt. 13:53-58)  The people of Je-

sus’ own country were offended because they 

could not believe that a man who had grown up 

around them could have the wisdom and the pow-

er that He had.  There just had to be something 

wrong with Him in their minds.  As a result, Jesus 

did not do many of the miracles there that He per-

formed elsewhere and said in verse 57, “A 

prophet is not without honour, save in his own 

country, and in his own house.”  This applies to 

many things.  A person can do great things some-

where else, but when he or she comes home, be-

cause people think they know that person, they 

can’t ascribe greatness to him or her that is done 

so elsewhere.  It is a shame that the people of Gal-

ilee could not realize what they were missing.  

(Read Matt. 14:1-12)  When Herod the 
Great died shortly after the birth of Jesus Christ, 
he had willed his kingdom to four of his sons.  
Herod the Tetrarch was one of his sons.  
“Tetrarch” just means one fourth.  His fourth of 
Herod the Great’s kingdom included the Galilee 
area.  He was also known as Antipas.  Jesus refers 
to him as “that fox” in Luke 13:32;  we also see 
him in Luke 23 when Pilate sent Jesus to him in 
hopes of taking the pressure off himself when the 
Jews were demanding that Jesus be crucified.  At 
that time Jesus refused to acknowledge Herod’s 
jurisdiction and refused to answer him at all. 

I’m not sure why John the Baptist consid-
ered Herod’s marriage to Herodias as unlawful, 
but I assume that it was because it was unlawful 
for a man to marry his brother’s wife while the 
brother was still alive.  There is also some indica-
tion that Herodias left Philip, her husband, to live 
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with Herod or Antipas which infers that there may 
not have been a proper divorce between Philip 
and Herodias.  What ever the reason, John made it 
known to them that their union was unlawful and 
Herodias hated him for it.  She finally saw a 
chance to get even and through her daughter, 
caused Herod to behead John the Baptist.  

If you study this family of Herod the 
Great, you will see that the whole family was 
quite guilty of incest in all of their various mar-
riages.  A family reunion would have been quite a 
mess. 

(Read Matt. 14:13-14)  We will see as we 
continue our studies that Jesus traveled by boat on 
the Sea of Galilee quite a bit.  The Sea, also 
known as the Sea of Chinnereth and the Sea of 
Tiberias, is 13 miles long and 7 miles wide and 
lies 695 feet below sea level.  The Jordan River 
flows through it from north to south.  Its fisheries 
were famous throughout the Roman Empire and 
produced a flourishing export trade.  Its location 
made it liable to atmospheric downdraughts and 
sudden storms.   

(Read Matt. 14:15-21)  This is the first of 
at least two times that Jesus fed a large number of 
people on what was first a very small amount of 
food.  In John 6, where John relates this same sto-
ry, he says that the bread was barley loaves.  This 
could be an indication that the time of this hap-
pening was at the time of Passover.  This is veri-
fied elsewhere.  Also I found a note in the Com-
panion Bible that was interesting to me. (The 
bread was made in thin cakes, which had to be 
broken (not cut) before they could be eaten.  
Hence the idiom “to break bread” means to eat 
bread.)   

The number 12 denotes governmental per-
fection.  The fact that they picked up 12 baskets 
of leftovers after all had eaten to me indicates a 
perfect governmental operation, not meaning a 
political solution, but as the solution for taking 
care of the 5000 people who had failed to take 
care of themselves properly. 

(Read Matt. 14:22-33)  A lot can be read 
into this story.  But before we look at it seriously, 
we always hear that only one man ever walked on 
water, but this isn’t true.  We see here that Peter 
also walked on the water until he became afraid. 

 The translators usually translated the 
Greek word “pneuma”, which literally means 
breath or wind, as spirit except often when speak-

ing of the Holy Spirit where they translated it Ho-
ly Ghost.  However the only 2 times that the 
Greek word “phantasm” which means apparition 
or ghost is uses, they translated it “spirit” as they 
did here in vs. 26 and also in Mark 6:49 where the 
same story is related.   

This scenario is sometimes thought of as a 
shadow of the return of Christ with the overcom-
ers (Peter) going out to meet Christ and then re-
turning to earth (the boat) where He calmed the 
chaos on earth (the waters).   

It is also an example of faith.  Peter had 
the faith to step out of the boat onto the water, just 
as the Israelites had the faith to leave Egypt, but 
when he realized how choppy the waters were, his 
faith dwindled and he began to sink, just as the 
Israelites when they first saw the Red Sea and the 
Egyptians pursuing them.  In the first case, Jesus 
calmed the waters, in the latter, He pushed the 
waters back so that the Israelites crossed on dry 
ground.  

In our story here, all that were in the boat 
recognized Jesus as the Son of God and wor-
shipped Him. 

(Read Matt. 14:34-36)  The land of 
Gennesaret was at the northwest end of the lake, 
or the Sea of Galilee.  The people had heard 
enough about Him that they brought all their sick 
to Him feeling they only needed to touch the hem 
of his garment to be healed.  Believing this, all 
that touched His garment were healed.  

(Read Matt. 15:1-9)   This tradition of 
washing their hands before eating was not wash-
ing to get clean as we would normally think of it, 
but rather the tradition was to have someone pour 
water over one’s hands before they ate—it was 
purely a ritual that had become part of their tradi-
tion.  Jesus’ answer was a question back to them 
to point out how they actually set aside God’s law 
and substituted one of their own making.  

Before looking at just what Jesus accuses 
them of, I think a look at a prayer that is recited 
annually on the eve before the Day of Atonement 
today will help us understand the arrogance that is 
displayed by what Jesus accuses them of.  It is 
known as the Kol Nidre prayer. 

"All vows, obligations, oaths, and anathe-
mas, whether called 'ḳonam,' 'ḳonas,' or by any 
other name, which we may vow, or swear, or 

pledge, or whereby we may be bound, from this 
Day of Atonement until the next (whose happy 
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coming we await), we do repent. May they be 
deemed absolved, forgiven, annulled, and void, 
and made of no effect; they shall not bind us nor 
have power over us. The vows shall not be reck-
oned vows; the obligations shall not be obligato-
ry; nor the oaths be oaths."  

Instead of praying for forgiveness of past 
sins, they are praying to be absolved of all sins, 
obligations and vows that they might make be-
tween the current Day of Atonement and the next.  
Once they pray this prayer, they are free to go do 
whatever they want since so far as they are con-
cerned, they have already been absolved of any 
obligation.   

The question Jesus asked the scribes and 
Pharisees refers to a very similar type law.  A per-
son could excuse himself from any responsibility 
to his parents by just saying that anything he had 
that could be used to help them was dedicated to 
the temple, thus he couldn’t help them.  As Jesus 
pointed out, this was in direct violation to God’s 
law requiring one to honor his parents.  They were 
actually using their law, the tradition of the elders, 
to directly violate God’s commandment while at 
the same time professing to worship God.  Thus 
verse 9 tells us, “But in vain they do worship 
me, teaching for doctrines the commandments 
of men.”   

(Read Matt. 15:10-14)  Jesus turned to the 
multitude and gave them another parable.  This is 
His answer to the Pharisees question as to why 
His disciples ate without first going through the 
hand washing ritual.  The disciples apparently felt 
He was not being politically correct and told Jesus 
that He offended the Pharisees.  Jesus responded 
telling them to leave the Pharisees alone as they 
were blind leading the blind.  

Peter apparently did not understand the 
parable and asks Christ to explain it to them.  
(Read Matt. 15:15-20)  Jesus’ explanation is pret-
ty self explanatory.  It is what comes out of the 
mouth that defiles a man, not what goes in.  What 
comes out is from the heart and from the heart 
comes evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, fornica-
tions, thefts, false witness, and blasphemies.  He 
then told them that to eat with unwashen hands 
did not defile a man, i.e. the tradition of the elders 
was of no effect so far as He was concerned. 

(Read Matt. 15:21-28)  Jesus went to the 
area of Tyre and Sidon.  This would have been 
approximately 50-60 miles away from where He 

was.  A Canaanite woman approached Him beg-
ging Him to heal her daughter who she said was 
possessed by a demon.  At first, Jesus would not 
answer her, but upon His disciples asking Him to 
do something with her, He first answered, “I am 
not sent but unto the lost sheep of the house of 
Israel.” As we’ve pointed out before, the word 
“lost” is from a combination of two words in the 
Greek, “apollumi”  which basically means put 
away and punished.  To me this applies to the 
house of Israel who have been divorced by God 
and put out of their land, not to return.  While He 
was not with these people during His ministry, it 
was to these people that His disciples took the 
Word soon after his resurrection and it was they 
who responded to the Word and then took it to the 
world.   
 Then in response to the woman begging 
His help, He answered her directly. A non-Jew 
was known as dogs to the Jews and despised as 
such.  This was not a reflection of Jesus having 
the same attitude, but rather a point to make sure 
of her awareness of her position.  Even though she 
recognized Him as “son of David,” thus rightly 
king of Israel, being a non-Israelite, she was not 
entitled to privileges as a citizen of that kingdom.  
She confessed that she did recognize her position 
but in effect asked His mercy.  At this, Jesus 
healed her daughter.   

I believe that it was Jesus’ intent to go into 
Tyre and Sidon just for this particular event.  
There were probably other things that He did, but 
it is important that we understand that other peo-
ple other than the Jews and the Israelites that can 
and will be in the kingdom of God because of 
their faith.   

(Read Matt. 15:29-31)  Again Jesus went 
back to Galilee and continued healing all that 
came to Him.   

(Read Matt. 15:32-39)  There is no telling 
just how many people were fed at this time or the 
previous time when Jesus fed the multitude on 
what appeared to be very little food.  In this case 
we’re told that there were 4000 men plus women 
and children.  Again, I believe the number 7 is 
significant.  They had 7 loaves of bread and took 
up seven baskets full of leftovers.  Seven is the 
number denoting Spiritual perfection.  The people 
had been with Him on the mountain for three days 
without food.  I believe the Spiritual perfection 
was the fact that the people had been interested 
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enough to hear Jesus and see what He did during 
the three days.  The meal just sealed the event.   

We’re told that Jesus then took ship and 

sailed to the coasts of Magdala.  This was on the 

west coast of the sea south of Capernaum.  We 

will continue our study with Matt. 16 next issue. 

JRL  

stopped our study of Ezra to see what these 
prophets had to say.  We looked at the book of 
Haggai last issue and had begun to look at the 
book of Zechariah. We are continuing our study 
of the book of Zechariah this issue starting with 
Zecahriah 1:18.  
 (Read Zechariah 1:18-21)  Zechariah sees 
another vision of four horns.  When he asked what 
they meant he was told that the four horns repre-
sented the nations that had scattered Israel and 
Judah and Jerusalem.  Then he saw four carpen-
ters or craftsmen and was told that these had come 
to terrify and toss out the nations that had scat-
tered Israel and Judah. 
 Chapter 2 is obviously a prophecy of the 
latter days.  Keep in mind that when the Old Tes-
tament prophets prophesied of Jerusalem in the 
latter days, they are not talking about the old Jeru-
salem, but rather of the New Jerusalem as the 
writers of the New Testament refer to it.  It is not 
the same. This chapter is a good example of the 
differences.  (Read Zechariah 2:1-5)  Vs. 4 indi-
cates that Jerusalem will be overflowing with its 
population of men and animals.  We’re first told 
that it would be without walls and then in vs. 5 
God says that He would be as a wall of fire 
around her.  While this could be referring to the 
old city of Jerusalem when it is rebuilt, I would 
rather think it is referring to the New Jerusalem.  
It hasn’t been until these latter days that our towns 
and cities have not had walls surrounding them 
and it has primarily been the Israelite nations that 
have been this way.  It would have been no use to 
measure the city of old Jerusalem as the measure-
ment would have been in vain since the New Jeru-
salem would be beyond the bounds of a walled 
city.   
 (Read Zechariah 2:6-9)  Here God calls to 
the Israelite tribes of the Assyrian captivity  to 
come out of captivity as God says He has spread 
them abroad to the four winds.  God speaks as if 
what was to happen has already happened.  So it 
has in His mind.  In vs. 6 He makes a similar call 
to Judah in the Babylonian captivity.  He is prom-
ising protection to them as they all begin their 
moves to other lands, primarily, as we have seen 
from other prophets, west of their current loca-
tions.   
 (Read Zechariah 2:10-13)  At first glance, 
we might think that this was talking about the 
temple that they were building.  However, the 

A STUDY OF THE BOOK OF  

EZRA 

 We began a study of the book of Ezra in 
our last issue.  Ezra first relates to us how the Ju-
dahites began to build the temple having laid the 
foundation.  However, their opposition in the land 
had petitioned the king to stop the building where-
upon the king sent an order to cease building.  
The people did as the king commanded, but this 
was not the will of God. God sent two prophets, 
Haggai and Zechariah, to tell the people to go 
back to work.  These prophets were also given 
some long term prophecies.  We temporarily 
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Spirit of God never dwelt in that temple as it did 
in Solomon’s temple.  In fact, as we saw in Ezeki-
el, once God’s Spirit left the old temple we don’t 
hear or read anything further of it until we get into 
the New Testament.  Paul tells the Christians as 
Corinth in I Cor. 3:16, “Know ye not that ye are 
the temple of God, and that the Spirit of God 
dwelleth in you?  This is the real temple.  I 
think it is pretty clear that Zechariah is speaking 
of the time of the first resurrection.  When God 
says that He will be a wall of fire around Jerusa-
lem, I believe He is using fire here symbolically 
for His law.  When His law is truly in the hearts 
and minds of the people, there would be no need 
of walls, even though this may only apply to a 
few at first.  Even in our time today, a person who 
has the basic principles of the law in their heart 
will practice those laws and will be respected and 
left alone by the less law abiding populace.  One 
of my grandsons and I were talking recently and 
he was telling me that he was volunteering some 
at their local fire dept., but he was disturbed by 
the foul language that he heard all the time.  I told 
him, and I really believe this to be true, that if he 
kept his own language pure he would see that 
those around him that used such language would 
gradually clean up their language, at least when 
around him.  I have seen this happen.  I have even 
had people apologize to me when they had a slip 
of the tongue, yet I have never corrected these 
people for their language or said anything about 
it.  I believe that the principle that has worked 
here will work all the better when people have the 
fullness of the Spirit as those who are in the first 
resurrection will have.   
 (Read Zechariah 3)  A lot can be read into 
this chapter prophetically.  I would like to discuss 
what I think the primary focus is.  Joshua, the 
high priest here at the time of Zerubbabel,  repre-
sents the Aaronic priesthood.  As we get to the 
time of Christ and the time of the end of this 
priesthood, the priesthood itself was the biggest 
enemy of Christ.  We also know that the priest-
hood had become a political office that was 
bought and sold, not the priesthood we knew of 
Aaron and his sons in the time of Moses and Josh-
ua. I believe that we can recognize the priesthood 
of Christ’s time to have become a part of Babylo-
nian beast, or succession of empires in that the 
Roman government had a say in who was the high 
priest.  So in the picture we have here of the high 

priest standing before the angel of the LORD and 
Satan standing at his right hand to oppose (satan) 
him, Joshua represents the priesthood itself (not 
necessarily the high priest) and Satan representing 
the Babylonian beast, or man’s system, opposing 
what is going to happen.  The LORD then asks, “is 
not this a brand plucked out of the fire?”  This 
is a Hebrew saying  that indicates one being saved 
from sure destruction.  In this case I think we can 
regard fire as God’s law that Paul sums up in 
Rom. 6:23, “For the wages of sin is death.”   
 The removal of Joshua’s filthy garments 
and the re-clothing him with rich robes (marginal 
reference of KJB) represents the change from the 
Aaronic priesthood to the Melchisedec priesthood.  
Of course, this change brings the BRANCH, Jesus 
Christ to be the High Priest of the Melchisedec 
Order, the intercessor that is made, “not after the 
law of a carnal commandment, but after the 
power of an endless life.” (Heb. 7:16)   He alone 
has the power of the resurrection.   
 (Re-read Zechariah 3:9)  If we can back up 
to the time of Jacob, Gen. 28 tells us the story of 
when Jacob, in fleeing from Esau, on his trip to 
Laban had camped at Bethel and had a dream see-
ing a ladder reaching from the earth to heaven 
with angels ascending and descending on it.  
When he awoke the next morning he said, 
“Surely the LORD is in this place, and I knew it 
not.”  He then proceeded to take the stone that he 
had set up for a pillar and poured oil upon the top 
of it.   If effect, this stone became a type of Christ 
the Messiah, the anointed one.  Gen. 35 gives us 
part of the story of Jacob’s return to the same 
place several years later and he did the same 
thing.  I believe it is reasonable to assume that 
Jacob took the stone with him and was kept by the 
Israelites until the time of Jeremiah.   
 The point I want to make is that from this 
time on we find Christ referred to as a stone or 
rock several times with the stone ultimately repre-
senting the kingdom of God that will destroy the 
Babylonian metal image or the Babylonian world 
system that we find spoken of by Daniel.   
 This stone in Zechariah with the seven 
eyes I believe to be representative of that king-
dom.  The word eye is translated from the Hebrew 
word ayin which is the 16th letter in the Hebrew 
alphabet and is also the number 70 since the He-
brews used letters to represent numbers.  In Zech-
ariah 3:4 the angel, before whom Joshua stood, 
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indicated that the change of garments represented 
the taking away of iniquity.  In the spiritual signif-
icance of numbers, 7 denotes spiritual perfection, 
the hall-mark of the work of the Holy Spirit.  10 
denotes ordinal perfection, another new first.  7 x 
10 would then denote perfected spiritual perfec-
tion.  We’re told that the stone had 7 eyes. 7 x 70 
= 490, a number we have just studied that deals 
with forgiveness of sin and removal of iniquity as 
per Christ’s answer to Peter’s question as to how 
many times was he to forgive someone and Christ 
told him 70 times 7. 
 The last verse of Zechariah 3 then denotes 
the complete peace when we see the complete ful-
fillment of prophecy.  However there is more to 
the prophecy in chapter 4.   
 (Read Zechariah 4:1-10)  We’re told that 
the angel that he had been talking to came and 
woke him as if he had been sleeping. The angel 
showed him a scene and asked him what he saw.  
In the King James translation, Zechariah says that 
he saw a golden candlestick with a bowl on top 
and seven lamps and seven pipes from the bowl to 
the seven lamps.  Other translations say lamp 
stand instead of candlestick which is probably 
more appropriate since it did not have candles, but 
rather lamps that burned oil.  It also had two olive 
trees by it, one on each side.  In verse 12 we’re 
told that they had two golden pipes from which 
the oil was emptied from the trees to the bowl on 
the lamp stand.   

When Zerubbabel asked what all this 
meant, the angel answered him, but his answer 
doesn’t really explain what Zerubbabel was see-
ing. So before we look at what the angel had to 
say, let’s see if we can figure out first what the 
golden candle stick represented.  When God gave 
Moses the plan for building the tabernacle, he was 
instructed to make a golden lamp stand with seven 
lamps.  (Read Exodus 25:31-37)  Here we are told 
that its purpose was to give light.  It was to be 
placed outside the veil that separated the holy 
place from the most holy place inside the taber-
nacle.  So we see that its purpose was to provide 
light in what would have been a darkened place.  
When Solomon built the temple he put 10 candle-
sticks in it, a considerable larger area than the tab-
ernacle.  While all this tells us the purpose, it does 
not tell us what the candlestick or lamp stand ac-
tually was.   

In Revelation 1:12 we’re told that John 

saw seven golden candlesticks in the midst of 
which he saw “one like unto the Son of man.”  
Then in verse 20 we’re told that these “seven 
candlesticks which thou sawest are the seven 
churches,” speaking of the seven churches that 
John had been instructed to write all that he saw 
to.  Then in Revelation 11 God is speaking of His 
two witnesses and He says, “These are the two 
olive trees, and the two candlesticks standing 
before the God of the earth.”   He then identifies 
them in a strange way.  He says in verse 6 “These 
have power to shut heaven, that it rain not in 
the days of their prophecy and have power 
over waters to turn them to blood, and to smite 
the earth with all plagues, as often as they 
will.”  If we think back to the Old Testament as to 
who shut the heaven that it didn’t rain, we find in 
I Kings 17:1, And Elijah the Tishbite, who was of 
the inhabitants of Gilead, said unto Ahab, As 
the LORD God of Israel liveth, before whom I 
stand, there shall not be dew nor rain these 
years but according to my word.”  In Exodus 
7:17, Moses told the Pharoah, I will smite with 
the rod that is in mine hand upon the waters 
which are in the river, and they shall be turned 
to blood.”  So symbolically Moses and Elijah 
represent the two candlesticks and the two olive 
trees, or to put it another way, the law and the 
prophets represent the candlesticks and olive 
trees.  This idea started with Moses and Aaron in 
that Moses represented civil authority (law) and 
Aaron represented ecclesiastical authority 
(prophets). The Aaronic priesthood wore the 
ephod, the pocket or bag that held the Urim and 
the Thumin that was used to determine God’s 
will.  However, in I Samuel 2, because the sons of 
Eli, the high priest, were so wicked, a man of God 
came to Eli and had some pretty bad news for 
him.  One of the things that he told him is found 
in verse 31, “Behold, the days come, that I will 
cut off thine arm, and the arm of thy father’s 
house, that there shall not be an old man in 
thine house.”  Since Eli did not have his arm cut 
off, this had to mean something else.  It appears to 
me that God took away the gift of prophecy from 
the priesthood since we no longer hear anything 
of the ephod being worn by the high priest.  This 
gift of prophecy, or ecclesiastical authority, went 
to Samuel with whom God communicated with 
directly followed by many other prophets. At the 
time of Zerubbabel, Joshua had been given special 
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responsibility to help Zerubbabel rebuild the tem-
ple.    

We need to read the rest of Zechariah now 
to complete our identification of the candlestick 
and the two olive trees.  (Read Zechariah 4:11-14)  
In vs. 14 we’re told that the two olive trees “are 
the two anointed ones, that stand by the Lord 
of the whole earth.”  I think we can identify 
them as Zerubbabel, the governor (law) and Josh-
ua, the high priest (ecclesiastical authority).  If we 
are correct in our identification, then the candle-
stick would be the one with the responsibility to 
give light.  This has to be the people, or ecclesia 
as we see it in the New Testament translated 
church.   

The prophecy in verse 9 is a two fold 

prophecy I believe.  Zerubbabel had indeed laid 

the foundation of the temple in Jerusalem and I 

assume would finish it, but there is a greater 

prophecy in that Zerubbabel represented Jesus 

Christ who would finish the ultimate temple.  

Verse 6 is prophetic of this same thing in that the 

ultimate temple would not be built by might or 

power, but by the Holy Spirit.  Before Zerubbabel 

(Jesus Christ) no kingdom will stand and He will 

bring forth the capstone, Himself.   

We will continue with Zechariah 5 in our 

next issue.  JRL 

 

A good name is rather to be chosen than 

great riches, and loving favour rather than silver 

and gold.  Prov. 22:1 

By humility and the fear of the LORD are 

riches, and honour, and life.  Prov. 22:4 

It is the glory of God to conceal a thing: 

but the honour of kings is to search out a matter.  
Prov. 25:2 
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