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Issue 1606

A STUDY OF THE BOOK OF

MATTHEW
We were studying the 18th chapter in our
last issue and had gotten through vs. 20. We want
to continue this issue starting with vs. 21.
(Read Matt. 18:21-22) This 70
times 7 was not a figure Jesus pulled out of the
air. It is a number that fits right into his plan.
We’ve discussed this before, but I think it appropriate to make it a part of this lesson as well.
(Read Daniel 9:19-27) We won’t go into all the
details of this 70 week prophecy, but I would like
for us to know where Jesus probably got the 70
times 7 numbers. I want to quote from a study
by Dr. Stephen Jones on this subject.
First of all, the prophecy comes to us from
Daniel 9, after the prophet repented on behalf of
his people. He had read the writings of Jeremiah
saying that God's judgment upon Jerusalem was
to last for 70 years (Dan. 9:2). Since those 70
years were coming to an end, Daniel appealed to
God to end the Babylonian captivity. At the end of
his prayer, Gabriel appeared to the prophet and
said,
" (24) Seventy weeks have been decreed
for your people and your holy city, to finish the
transgression, to make an end of sin, to make
atonement for iniquity, to bring in everlasting
righteousness, to seal up the vision and prophecy, and to anoint the most holy place."
It took just 70 years to end the sentence
for the sin of the people and "to make atonement
for (their) iniquity," and this phase of judgment
was completed when Daniel made his prayer. But

the captivity itself did not really end, for it was
already prophesied in Daniel 2 and 7 that it
would continue beyond Babylon, the "Head of
Gold," and extend through the reigns of Persia,
Greece, and Rome.
Thus, the Babylonian captivity was only
Phase One of the captivity, and it would take
longer time cycles than a mere 70 years to finish
the sentence of sin and "make atonement for iniquity." That time is said to be 70 "weeks" of years.
A "week" can be either a seven-day period
or a seven-year period, because biblical law had
established that every seventh year would be a
land-rest (sabbath). Thus, on a higher level, a
"week" was seven years. So 70 "weeks" became
490 years, not merely 490 days.
" (25) So you are to know and discern
that from the issuing of a decree to restore and
rebuild Jerusalem until Messiah the Prince
there will be seven weeks and sixty-two weeks; it
will be built again, with plaza and moat, even in
times of distress.
As we will see, there were two decrees relevant to this prophecy. Babylon was conquered by
Darius the Mede and Cyrus the Persian. The decree of Cyrus in 534 B.C. allowed the people to
leave Babylon and return to the old land to reestablish themselves there as a people. His motive
was to build a temple in Jerusalem (Ezra 1:2). But
nothing is said about rebuilding Jerusalem itself,
nor did the people do so.
A decree 76 years later issued by Artaxerxes in 458 B.C. in the seventh year of his reign
(Ezra 7:11) likewise says nothing about rebuilding Jerusalem itself. However the 70-week countdown began with this decree, primarily because
the Persian King told Ezra to buy animals to sacrifice, "lest there be wrath against the kingdom of

the king and his sons" (Ezra 7:23).
In other words, Ezra was to make sacrifices not only on behalf of his own people, but on
behalf of the king and his kingdom. This sacrifice,
then, represented the beginning of the end of sin
and the atonement for iniquity. Daniel 9:24 began
to be fulfilled at this time. The actual decree to
rebuild Jerusalem came 13 years later when Artaxerxes sent Nehemiah to rebuild the walls of Jerusalem (Neh. 2:1-5).
There is much more to the study, but this
gives us enough information to look at the 70
times 7 or 490 numbers. However, to put everything together, we need to read the rest of chapter
18 in Matthew. (Read) Note that Jesus says the
kingdom of heaven is likened to a certain king
which would take account of his servants. This is
similar to God who for 70 weeks of years forgave
the people every Day of Atonement or 490 times.
At the end of the 490 years He took account of
His servants, or Judah and Israel or we might say
He foreclosed on the debt. In the parable in Matt.
one servant had a very huge debt, ten thousand
talents. In today’s money this would have been
well over one hundred million dollars. When the
servant asked for more time to make payment, the
king forgave the total debt. After 490 years, when
God foreclosed on the debt owed Him by Judah
and Israel, God sent His Son to pay the bill for
them, i.e. through the blood, or life, of Christ, the
debt was paid or forgiven. We have said all of
this to show that the 70 times 7 was not an arbitrary figure, but a number that plays a major part
in the complete plan of God. A study of numbers
will show that this number shows up elsewhere in
our history under similar themes.
Getting back to Matt. 18, the servant
whom the king forgave his huge debt then refused
to forgive a much smaller debt owed him by a fellow servant. Therefore the king rescinded his forgiveness and delivered him to the tormentors, or
ones who try or test. We have discussed before
what I believe is the unforgivable sin, i.e. refusing
to forgive. We see here the same principle in that
the servant now has to work out his debt, the same
as one who is cast into the lake of fire where he
has to face the judgment of restitution.
(Read Matt. 19:1-9) The Pharisees were
continually trying to trip Jesus up in some point of
the law. Their question this time was “Is it lawful for a man to put away his wife for every

(any) cause (reason)?” They knew what the law
said, but Jesus proceeds to give them a lesson in
the law. He first quotes to them a portion of Genesis 1:27, “So God created man in his own image, in the image of God created he him; male
and female created he them.” He then quotes to
them Gen. 2:34, “Therefore shall a man leave
his father and his mother, and shall cleave unto
his wife: and they shall be one flesh.” Then He
makes a statement based on these verses,
“Wherefore (since this is the case) they are no
more twain, but one flesh, What therefore God
hath joined together, let not man put asunder.”
Dr. Bullinger points out in his note in the Companion Bible the “What” in vs. 6 refers to the unity, not the persons. As I understand this, unity
takes on a greater meaning than just a man and a
woman coming together. This unity is part of the
plan and purpose of God’s creation. This unity is
not just broken when a couple divorces, but is
promoted by homosexuality, rape, harlotry, social
sex, sodomy, incest and all of the sex perversion.
By these perversions, man is trying to thwart the
plan or purpose of God.
The Pharisees thought they had Him. So
they asked, “Why did Moses then command to
give a writing of divorcement, and to put her
away?” Before we continue, there are two Greek
words that we need to be familiar with to understand all that Jesus is saying here. The first is apoluo. According to Young’s Analytical Concordance, it means “a loosing away.” The second is
apostasion. The definition is “a setting or standing off or away.” The word “divorcement” in
verse 7 is translated from “apostasion” and is
used properly here as the law required both a writing of divorcement, or disownership, and the putting away or putting the wife out of one’s house,
i.e. total separation.
In answering their question then in verse
8, Jesus uses the term apoluo in a general sense,
but then in verse 9 He gets more specific. He
tells them that if they put away (apoluo) their wife
except for the cause of fornication, and marry another that person commits adultery and whoever
marries the “put away” (apoluo) wife also commits adultery. The reason is that without the written bill of divorcement, or disownership, the wife
still belongs to the original husband. Jesus is intentionally using the word apoluo here because
then, as now, men were not going to the trouble of
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giving the bill of divorcement. Engaging in sexual intercourse is marriage in God’s eyes, so
whether there is a ceremony or not, once a couple
has engaged in intercourse, they are married and
the wife becomes the property of the husband.
Why then was there an exception, “except
it be for fornication?” Because marriages of
people guilty of the various sexual perversions
that fall under the umbrella of fornication are not
recognized as legitimate marriages in God’s eyes,
thus no writing of divorcement was necessary
since the woman had not become the legitimate
property of the husband.
I think it well to point out that Jesus says
that the reason divorce is allowed under God’s
law was because of the hardness (dryness or stiffness) of one’s heart. I have long maintained that if
both parties to a marriage abide by the golden
rule, “Do unto others as you would have others do
unto you,” very few marriages would fail.
(Read Matt. 19:10-12) We’re not told
how many, if any, of the disciples were married
other than Peter. I’m not sure what the condition
is that they are referring to, but I assume that they
are thinking of a case where a couple just can’t
get along for whatever reason. They ask Jesus if
this were the case, would it not have been better
for them not to marry in the first place. Jesus’
answer is that not many men can get along without marrying, unless it is given to them by God to
not do so. He then says that there are some men
who are born eunuchs, some are made eunuchs by
men and some even do it to themselves.
(Apparently Origen, one of the early church fathers took Jesus at His word here and did emasculate himself). I think we can draw from this that it
is God’s intent that men and women marry, but to
treat each other well and properly. But should
one party not do so, a proper divorce is part of the
law. But I would think that a couple would have
to be careful of their reason or they will be answering to God at the judgment for it.
(Read Matt. 19:13-15) This may be at
least part of the origin of the doctrine of laying on
of the hands, something I am not very familiar
with, only to know that there is such a doctrine.
(Read Matt. 19:16-22) Eternal life is from
Greek words meaning “age lasting life.” I believe
that this refers to the age between the first and
second resurrections. To me all Christians will
have eternal life in the sense that we use the word
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today, but not all Christians will start that life at
the same time. I believe the overcomers will inherit this life at the first resurrections while all
others will inherit it at the second resurrection,
including the non-Christians as well. As we have
talked before, the non-Christians will have to go
through the restorative judgment of the lake of
fire before they will know the peace of everlasting
life in the kingdom of God. But as I read this passage, I was a little surprised that this young man
apparently knew what he was asking for and even
the way to obtain it, i.e. by righteous living.
However, he seems to be in question as to what he
had to do, apparently feeling he was still lacking
something. It appears he was right, but the thing
he still needed to do was not just getting rid of his
riches, but the change of heart that would have
made him comfortable with giving all his riches to
the poor. It is not always the amount of wealth
that we have, for virtually all people have some
amount in some form. It is one’s attitude toward
it, whether one is selfish, greedy, or generous and
sharing.
(Read Matt. 19:23-26) The Companion
Bible has the following note on “the eye of the
needle. “The eye of a needle was a small door
fixed in a gate and opened after dark. To pass
through, the camel must be unloaded. Hence the
difficulty of the rich man. He must be unloaded,
and hence the proverb, common in the East.” The
disciples were quite surprised by what Jesus said
and questioned who then could be saved, or
would enter into the kingdom of God. I think this
was in response to their own thoughts as to how
hard it would be for men to give up their wealth to
enter into the kingdom. But, Jesus told them that
with men this was impossible, but with God all
things were possible. This reminds me of once I
heard Mr. LeTourneau give his testimony. He
was a man who built huge earthmoving machines
and log loaders that picked up a truck load of logs
at a time as well as other huge machines. He said
that he had become a multi-millionaire three different times, but when he did the first two times
he became selfish and greedy and was intent only
on increasing his wealth. He said God broke him
twice before he realized what his heart needed to
be towards God and his fellow man. He gave
God the credit for making him wealthy, but also
gave God the credit for breaking him because of
his greedy heart. I don’t know what finally hap-

pened to him, but he revolutionized the large
equipment business in his day.
(Read Matt. 19:27-30) In his early days of
being a disciple, Peter was probably the most materialistic of all of the disciples, so it is not surprising for him to be the one to ask the question as
to what would the disciples gain by giving up all
things to follow Jesus. Jesus’ answer gives me
the basis of my belief that the rewards of the kingdom will be degrees of responsibility. But Jesus
makes the point that the first in our human society, which is usually determined by one’s wealth
and influence, will be last in the kingdom while
the last, or lowest, or very often the poor will be
first.
(Read Matt. 20:1-16) This parable follows
the same theme of the last few verses of chapter
19. I am not sure that the first to be hired to go to
the vineyard represents the first to become Christian in the sense of trusting on God for their eternal security, or who has done the most work in
support of the kingdom in this life. I believe the
point is that it is neither that determines one’s
place in the kingdom, but rather the condition of
the heart, or the relationship one has with God
that determines who is first and who is last. I
think we have to consider what God has planned
for those in the kingdom to be something far
greater that we can imagine, so even being last in
the kingdom will be far greater than anything we
have in this life.
(Read Matt. 20:17-19) Jesus again tells
the disciples what is going to happen to him.
They are on their way to Jerusalem for the Passover which will be the time when Jesus will be crucified. Each time He tells His disciples what is
going to happen He adds a little bit more detail.
(Read Matt. 20:20-28) It would be natural
for a mother to want special attention and/or privilege for her sons. James and John’s mother was
no different. However, I am quite sure that James
and John did not realize what Jesus was asking
them in vs. 22, even though He had just told them
that He would be scourged and crucified. The
thought of giving their life for Jesus may have
entered their mind, but I doubt that they realized
the hatred and vilification that they were headed
for. James indeed did die not too long after
Christ. Jesus told them that they would drink of
the cup He did and be baptized with the baptism
that He was to be baptized with, but to sit on the

right hand and the left hand of His throne was not
His to give.
This gives us insight into the humanism of
the disciples. When they saw two of their number
trying to gain special privilege, they became jealous and upset. However, Jesus gave them a lesson in what true rulership with Him meant. Service, not oppressing authority, is the method of
rulership that Jesus practiced and expects of those
that will rule and reign with Him.
(Read Matt. 20:29-34) This gives us another example of Jesus healing. This time we’re
told that the men He healed turned in and followed Him along with a great multitude.
While we aren’t given names of some of
the people that Jesus healed in the Bible, other
records indicate that several of these people later
became missionaries in Asia Minor and Europe
for Christ. JRL
To do justice and judgment is more acceptable to the LORD than sacrifice. Prov. 21:3
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the word of the LORD.
Verse 12 is often thought to be a prophecy
of Judas when he took 30 pieces of silver to betray our LORD. However, Matt. 27:9-10 says,
“Then was fulfilled that which was spoken by
Jeremy the prophet, saying, And they took the
thirty pieces of silver, the price of him that was
valued, whom they of the children of Israel did
value; and gave them for the potter’s field, as
the LORD appointed me.” So Matthew is saying
that the prophecy was something that Jeremiah
said, not Zechariah. However, it is not written in
the book of Jeremiah, but Matthew says it was
something that Jeremiah said, not necessarily that
he wrote. Zachariah does come into the picture
though. Jeremiah said that the thirty pieces of silver was the price of him that was valued, whom
they of the children of Israel did value. Zechariah
is saying that this was the price that he was valued
at. According to Exodus 21:32, if an ox that has
been known to try to gore people is not kept, but
he kills someone’s servant, the owner of the ox is
to pay the owner of the servant 30 shekels of silver, i.e. the price of the life of a servant. As I
have said, I don’t know how all of this applies. I
have come to suspect that it has to do with the
people left in Jerusalem who rejected Christ after
Christ’s resurrection and ascension, but I don’t
know this for sure.
We’re told that the LORD told him to cast
the 30 pieces of silver to the potter in the temple.
Dr. Bullinger explains that the word potter means
“former or one who forms” with the context determining whether it is the potter, the carpenter, the
silversmith, etc. depending on the material to be
formed. Ferrar Fenton says that potter actually
means treasury and the Septuagint says it is the
furnace used to determine how good the metal is.
Then vs. 14 says that he broke the staff
named Bands indicating the breaking of the brotherhood between Israel and Judah.
That
“breaking” probably started back when Jacob
gave Judah the Scepter and Joseph the Birthright.
It continued with the split in the kingdom at the
time of Rehoboam. We know that there was dissension between Israel and Judah then up to and
including the time of Christ. So I don’t know just
when this was prophesied to take place.
(Read Zechariah 11:15-17) God says that
He is going to raise up a shepherd that is not going to tend the flock and then He pronounces woe

A STUDY OF THE BOOK OF

EZRA
We started our study of the book of Ezra a
few issues ago, but as we studied, we found that
because the Jews who had returned to Jerusalem
from their Babylonian captivity to rebuild the
temple had stopped their work. God sent two
prophets to them to tell them to get back to work,
one being Haggai and the other Zechariah and
what they said to the people is recorded in books
under their name. So we are taking time out in
our study of Ezra to see what these prophets had
to say. We are ready for the 11th chapter of Zechariah.
This is a very difficult chapter to understand as it speaks in symbolism most of the time. I
do not understand it all, and I don’t know where it
places in history. We’ll try to make the best of it.
(Read verses 1-3) I’m not sure how far ahead the
prophet it looking, whether it was in his day concerning the conditions that existed then, or the
prophecy sounds like it could be today. He is
looking at a time when the people are being misled or abandoned by the shepherds, i.e. the leaders, whether civil or ecclesiastical.
(Read Zechariah 11:4-9) At first God
commands Zechariah (not necessarily him personally, but one representative of him) to tend the
flock. He says that the leaders that they have
commit murder, but consider themselves innocent, and they are made rich off the flock and
thank God because they are rich, but have no regard for the flock.
Then in verse 7 Zechariah says he will
tend the flock. (It appears to me that it is really
God that is doing this) He takes two staffs
(probably the shepherd’s staff with the crook and
a club) and he names one Beauty and the other
Bands and he says he fed or tended the flock. I
don’t understand the application of verse 8, but it
apparently brought about a change of mind of
Zechariah, or the “I” of the narrative. He then
said he would no longer feed or tend the flock.
(Read Zechariah 11:10-14) He then broke
the staff named Beauty indicating that this meant
the breaking of the covenant that he had made
with all the people. He says that the poor of the
flock that were with him understood that this was
5

on that worthless shepherd.
(Read Zechariah 12) We have discussed
before that there are really two Jerusalems. In
fact the name of Jerusalem in Hebrew is plural.
The first Jerusalem is the old city in Palestine.
Keep in mind that according to Jeremiah 18-19,
that city will ultimately be destroyed so that it
can’t be rebuilt. In Jeremiah 7:11-14 God tells
Judah to go to Shiloh and see what He did to it
because of the wickedness of the children of Israel. Then because Judah had refused to listen and
obey God, He says in vs. 14, “Therefore will I
do unto this house, which is called by my name,
wherein ye trust, and unto the place which I
gave to you and to your fathers, as I have done
to Shiloh.” Then in the book of Ezekiel, Ezekiel
tells of seeing the Spirit of God leave the temple
and go to the Mount of Olives never to return to
the old city or to the temple. We’ll see as we
study Ezra and Nehemiah that He never abode in
the temple they were building.
The second city and the real temple is referred to in the New Testament as the New Jerusalem. Paul, talking to the Christians at Corinth
says in I Cor. 3:16, “Know ye not that ye are the
temple of God, and that the Spirit of God
dwelleth in you?” Then Peter says in I Peter 2:5,
“Ye also, as lively stones, are built up a spiritual house, an holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to God by Jesus
Christ.”
In Revelation 21 John describes the NEW
Jerusalem and he draws heavily from Isaiah
52,60, and 62 where Isaiah speaks of Jerusalem,
but does not specify it to be the new Jerusalem.
The prophets all speak of both Jerusalems without
specifying which one they are talking about.
Zechariah is probably the worst at moving seamlessly from one to the other without telling us
which he is talking about, thus, his book is one of
the hardest to understand unless we know that he
is speaking of the two. As a rule of thumb, if the
prophet is speaking negatively about Jerusalem,
he is speaking of the old city. If he is speaking
positively, he is usually speaking of the New Jerusalem.
In chapter 12, I believe God is talking
about the New Jerusalem. Just this last week, one
of the news headlines had to do with a concern
that there was a worldwide effort to destroy Christianity. So I believe we are at least in the begin-

ning stages of what this chapter is talking about.
Here we’re told that all the earth will be gathered
against Jerusalem. But we see that God is going
to defend it, thus I believe the prophet is talking
about the New Jerusalem since we know from
other Scriptures that He has foretold the total destruction of the old city. In verse 7, God says that
He is going to ”save the tents of Judah first,
that the glory of the house of David and the
glory of the inhabitants of Jerusalem do not
magnify themselves against Judah.” There are
a couple of things that need to be looked at here.
Many of us, because of what we see going on in
Palestine today and the attitude that many of those
who are called Jews today have toward the rest of
us, put an unfavorable connotation on the term
Jew. Paul in his discussion with the Romans
about the Jews of his day that were saying that
unless a person was circumcised, i.e. was a genealogical Jew, there was no salvation, made the following statement, “For he is not a Jew, which is
one outwardly; neither is that circumcision,
which is outward in the flesh: But he is a Jew,
which is one inwardly; and circumcision is that
of the heart, in the spirit, and not in the letter,
whose praise is not of men but of God.” (Rom.
2:28-29) In other words, Paul is saying that if you
are a true Christian, you are a true Jew. While
this is certainly not the way that we look at
“Jews” today, I think this was the way that God is
using term Jew and Judah in Zechariah 12. The
house of David does not refer just to the genealogical house of David, but rather to the royal, or
ruling house of David. In this day and time that
would refer to what we call the “overcomers” or
“Sons of God” who will rule and reign with
Christ.
If we are correct that the order of events at
the first resurrection follow the order of the fall
feasts, then the resurrection of the “first fruits or
overcomers” would happen at the Feast of Trumpets to be followed by the Day of Atonement and
then the Feast of Tabernacles during which our
LORD would appear and the change from mortality to immortality would happen. This would be
the same order that we see in this 7th verse. Then
we have verse 10, “And I will pour upon the
house of David, and upon the inhabitants of
Jerusalem; the spirit of grace and of supplications: and they shall look upon me whom they
have pierced, and they shall mourn for him, as
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one mourneth for his only son, and shall be in
bitterness for him, as one that is in bitterness
for his firstborn.”
(Read Zechariah 13:1-6) I believe this to
be a reference to what happens when those of the
first resurrection begin to rule with Christ. The
fountain that will be opened I believe is the water
of the Spirit and will be fully manifested in those
of this resurrection. Certainly idols will no longer
be tolerated in any way. The false prophets and
those with unclean spirits will be looking for
somewhere to hide. We’re told that the parents of
one who attempted to prophesy falsely would kill
their own son to stop him. These false prophets
would no longer wear clothing that would indicate
that they were prophets, but would try to convince
people that they were caretakers of animals, not
prophets. Notes in the Companion Bible indicate
that verse 6 if speaking of Christ in contrast to the
false prophets. Other translations indicate that the
text is still talking about the false prophets who
have been wounded in the house of friends presumably because of their false prophesying. I am
not sure which is correct.
However, verse 7 is definitely a prophecy
of Christ. Christ Himself quoted this verse in
Matt. 26:31 where Jesus is talking to His disciples
prior to His crucifixion, “All ye shall be offended
because of me this night; for it is written I
WILL SMITE THE SHEPHERD, AND THE
SHEEP OF THE FLOCK SHALL BE SCATTERED ABROAD.” I am not sure whether the
rest of the chapter referred to the time after His
crucifixion and the destruction of the temple and
city in 70 A.D. but it could refer to the faithful
disciples who left Jerusalem to preach the gospel
around the world.
(Read Zechariah 14:1-2) I believe God is
talking of the old city in these two verses predicting the destruction of the city. Again, I believe
we are in the time that all non-Israelite nations are
gathering together against the Israelis and the
ability of the United States and the other Israel
nations to protect them is diminishing at a pretty
rapid rate.
(Read Zechariah 14:3-11) God then says
that He will fight against those nations. Again, I
question that it will be a military battle as such,
but rather a taking of the Word to these nations
via the Holy Spirit in the hearts and minds of
those in the first resurrection. Verse 4 says that
7

His feet shall stand on the Mount of Olives. I believe we need to look at some symbolism here to
understand what He is talking about. Mountain is
quite often used to indicate kingdom in Scripture.
Israel is likened to an olive tree in Scripture.
We’re told that the mountain would split to the
east and to the west and half of the mountain
would move to the north and half would move to
the south, i.e. cover the earth. I believe that this is
the intent of God with those who qualify to be
part of those who will reign with Christ.
Zechariah indicates that in that day there
would be no night. Then he says that there would
be living waters that would go forth from Jerusalem, the New Jerusalem I believe. Jesus Christ
will be king over the whole earth and there would
be one LORD, both would be one. The land would
be at peace and there would be no more destruction.
(Read Zechariah 14:12-15) He tells us
what the plague would be against those who
fought against Jerusalem. To me this indicates a
nuclear battle.
(Read Zechariah 14:16-21) We are told
that all nations will be compelled to celebrate the
Feast of Tabernacles. I believe that the rain that is
spoken of is the rain of the Holy Spirit. The nations that have the Holy Spirit will be greatly
blessed and those who do not have it will suffer
It is interesting to me that the word Canaanite is a combination of two Hebrew words.
Following is a note from the Companion Bible.
Canaanite: This is the word which, divided into
two like in Zech 11:7, 11, is rendered “the poor of
the flock”. As one word it means merchant, or
trafficker; but it is also used as typical of what is
unclean. In our day and time, “banker” could be
considered as a defining word.
This completes our study of Zechariah.
As we have seen he was not nearly as direct in
telling the Jews to get to work on the temple as
Haggai, but dealt more with prophecy of the end
of the age, or the latter days. We need to go back
now to Ezra 5:3 to continue our story.
The people had quit building on the temple because some of the officers of the king had
convinced the king that if Jerusalem was rebuilt,
they would rebel and refuse to pay their taxes.
The king had then commanded them to cease
building. God then sent the prophets Haggai and
Zechariah to tell the people to get back to work .

(Read Ezra 5:3-5) After they started building again, here comes the men who wanted to stop
the building, but the people refused to stop their
efforts until word should come from the king telling them to stop.
(Read Ezra 5:6-17) This is the letter that
Tatnai, the governor, and those with him wrote to
King Darius to try to get him to execute an order
to stop the building. According to the letter, the
people of Judah, when asked who authorized them
to build the temple, told them that King Cyrus had
ordered the construction and had given them the
vessels that Nebuchadnezzar had taken from the
original temple. The letter asked the king to
search the records and see if such a thing happened.
(Read Ezra 6:1-12) King Darius did as he
had been requested to do and found the proclamation that King Cyrus had proclaimed. He then
wrote back and told Tatnai and his associates to
stay away from the work that was being done and
not to hinder it in any way. Not only that, but
they were to take whatever was needed for the
construction and for the sacrifices out of the
king’s tribute and provide it to the Jews as they
built. Note the last sentence of verse 12, “I Darius have made a decree; let it be done with
speed.”
(Read Ezra 6:13-15) Tatnai and his companions did as the king specified and the children
of Judah built and the temple was completed in
short order in sixth year of the reign of Darius.
(Read Ezra 6:16-22) A great celebration
was held when the temple was completed. Then
the priesthood was set in order so that the rituals

and ceremonies that God had specified in His law
to Moses could once more proceed. We’re told
that the people celebrated the Passover on the
fourteenth day of the first month of the year after
completion of the construction. We’re told that
the LORD made the people joyful and turned the
heart of the king of Assyria unto them, to
strengthen their hands in the work of the house of
God. JRL
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