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“SEEK YE FIRST THE KINGDOM OF GOD” 
Matthew 6:33 

 

We are ready for Matt. 26.  The next three 
chapters are perhaps the most important chapters 
to know and believe that are in the Bible for us 
understand and believe we serve a living God. 

(Read Matt. 26:1,2)  We are at the day be-
fore Jesus was crucified if I understand the tradi-
tion.  Much is to happen this day.  But once again, 
Jesus tells His disciples that He is going to be cru-
cified and there still doesn’t seem to be that much 
concern among His disciples. 

We will try to follow the events now up 
through the crucifixion.  Keep in mind that the 
Passover lamb was to be killed the evening before 
the feast.  If Christ was to be the true Passover 
Lamb, tradition that applied to the lamb had to 
apply to Him as well. 

(Read Matt. 26:3-5)  The chief priests, 
scribes and elders are in a panic now.  Jesus has 
been in the temple teaching for the last several 
days and they have not been able to lay a hand on 
him.  According to John 11, Caiaphas, though 
probably not fully realizing what he was saying, 
had already prophesied that Jesus had to die.  
They are still looking for a way to take and kill 
Him. 

(Read Matt. 26:6-13)  As I understand tra-
ditions at that time, especially where they were 
not burying their dead underground, sweet smell-
ing ointments and oils would be applied to the 
body of a dead person presumably to offset the 
bad odor that would emanate from the body for a 
few days after death.  The fact that this woman 
poured this very expensive oil on Jesus’ head had 

to have been directed by the Holy Spirit.  If you 
recall, later after Jesus had been put in the tomb, 
some of the women went out apply sweet smell-
ing oils and ointments to Jesus’ body only to find 
He was no longer in the tomb.  The significance 
of this woman pouring this ointment on Jesus be-
fore His death is considerable, thus Jesus says that 
she will be remembered wheresoever the gospel 
would be preached in the world. 

(Read Matt. 26:14-16)  If you recall, when 
we studied the prophet Zechariah, Zechariah 
prophesied this.  (Read Zechariah 11:12)  You 
have probably heard excuses made for Judas for 
betraying Jesus, some even saying that Judas 
thought that he was actually doing Jesus a favor 
because they would find Him innocent and would 
quit hounding Him.  I believe the truth, as I think 
we will see as we continue our study, was that 
Judas wanted the money bad enough to betray Je-
sus.  Yet we will see that Jesus still called him 
friend. 

(Read Matt. 26:17-19)  I believe that if we 
follow events out through the crucifixion, that 
there is an error here, that instead of being the 
first day of the feast, I believe we are still the day 
before the first day.   However, the disciples felt 
they needed to make preparations for the Passover 
meal.  Again the Holy Spirit was working ahead 
of the disciples and had selected the place for 
them.   

(Read Matt. 26:20-25)  It had to be quite 
puzzling to most of the disciples for Jesus to say 
such a thing to them.  Only Judas knew who it 
was, yet he too asked if he were the one that was 
to betray Jesus.  Jesus had strong words for the 
man that would betray Him which makes me 
think that Judas did what he did for very selfish 
reasons.  Jesus did not cut him any slack, so to 
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speak, but said it would have been better for the 
man had he never been born.   

(Read Matt. 26:26-29)  This is the origin 
of communion as we observe it today.  Though 
different denominations observe it differently and 
at different times, this is where the ritual began.  
The bread was to always be unleavened, i.e. be 
free of fermentation.  It represented Jesus body.  
The thought comes to my mind, that since we are 
told elsewhere in Scripture that the church was 
Christ’s body, would not we all eating of the body 
in effect represent the unifying of the church, or 
body?  The wine represented the blood of Christ 
and the blood represented the life.  So drinking 
the wine would signify our drinking of Christ’s 
life, or our expectation of age-lasting life with 
Christ and/or the implementing of the New Cove-
nant in its fullness. 

The meal that Jesus and the disciples are 
having would not have been the Passover meal as 
it would not have been eaten until after the lamb 
was killed the next day.   

(Read Matt. 26:30-35)  As we will see, all 
of the disciples were offended as they fled when 
Jesus was arrested.  Peter still seems to think he 
had the power to protect Jesus, yet Jesus tells him 
that he would deny Him three times before morn-
ing.  This Peter considered to be impossible.  All 
of the disciples told Christ that even though they 
were to die with Him, they would not deny Him. 

(Read Matt. 26:36-46)  This shows us the 
humanness of Jesus in one sense and the human-
ness of the three disciples in another sense.  The 
burden that Jesus was carrying, knowing the suf-
fering that He was soon to go through, was ex-
tremely heavy.  No one could blame Him for ask-
ing that the cup, i.e. His crucifixion, would pass 
from Him, yet He always submitted to the will of 
the Father regardless.  The seriousness of the situ-
ation had still not registered with the disciples.  
But again, it would have been difficult for them to 
comprehend all that Jesus had told them.  If we 
were to put ourselves in the place of the disciples, 
we need to ask ourselves what we would have 
done?    

(Read Matt. 26:47-56)  As we will see as 
we look at the other Gospels, it was Peter who cut 
off the servants ear.  Peter has always been an in-
teresting person to me.  We need to keep in mind 
the kind of person he was, the man who thought 
he could protect Jesus, the man who walked on 

water until his faith failed, the man who seemed 
to be so materialistic, the take charge type of per-
son, to appreciate the apostle he turned out to be.  
It is interesting to me how God used different 
types of people with different abilities in the way 
that He did.  All of the disciples seemed very dif-
ferent from each other, yet each contributed in 
great ways to the kingdom following the day of 
Pentecost. 

I also find the chief priests, scribes, and 
Pharisees interesting.  They were so powerful, yet 
were very much afraid of this man Jesus, who had 
done absolutely no violence other than drive the 
money changers and those that sold animals for 
the sacrifices from the temple.  They came out to 
arrest Him with a multitude of people all armed 
with something, though it may not be anything 
more than a club.  Judas performed his betrayal 
and then the men took hold on Jesus.  Jesus 
mocked them asking why they had come in great 
numbers of armed men when He had been teach-
ing in the temple for the last five days and they 
never laid a hand on Him.  But as He pointed out 
a couple of times, all that was done was done that 
Scripture might be fulfilled.  Remember He had 
said that He came to fulfill the law and the proph-
ets. 

(Read Matt. 26:57-68)  In keeping with the 
laws governing the Passover, all that happens to 
Jesus has to be carried out by the high priest.  The 
Passover lamb was to be chosen so many days 
before the feast and this was done by Caiaphas as 
we read in Matt. 25.  For the Passover to be legiti-
mate, the high priest has to be the one guilty of 
killing the true Passover lamb.  With this in mind, 
let’s see how the events turn out. 

When Jesus knew the falseness of the wit-
nesses that were brought against Him in the un-
lawful trial that was held by the chief priest, he 
remained silent.  This frustrated the priests.  Final-
ly Caiaphas “adjured” Jesus to tell them whether 
He was the Christ or not.  To this Jesus, in accord-
ance with the law, answered him and told him that 
He was the Christ, but then warned him that 
“Hereafter shall ye see the Son of man sitting 
on the right hand of power, and coming in the 
clouds of heaven.”  This truth was considered 
blasphemy by Caiaphas and blasphemy was the 
crime they wanted to convict Jesus of.  The penal-
ty for blasphemy was stoning.  This was the pen-
alty that the chief priests wanted as this would 
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justify their killing of Jesus and His blood would 
be on the hands of the people instead of the 
priests.  However, this was not to be.   

(Read Matt. 26:69-75)  We have a saying 

that goes something like, “The higher they go the 

harder they fall.”  This was Peter.  When he fell, it 

had to be a tremendous humbling factor to Peter.  

Though he became one of the most effective apos-

tles, we see that he never forgot this experience, 

even to his death.  When they crucified him, he 

requested that he be crucified upside down be-

cause to be crucified normally would have put 

him on par with Jesus in his mind and he refused 

to let this happen.   

In Matthew 26 we began to look at the 
events leading up to the crucifixion of Jesus 
Christ.  It was my original intention to show in 
detail how all of the events up to and the carrying 
out of the crucifixion matched exactly with the 
requirements of the whole Passover feast.  After 
studying on it for a while, I have decided to wait 
until we have studied all four of the gospels and 
then make that presentation as no one author of 
the gospels records every event. So that we can 
get all of the events in our mind, I feel it would be 
better to wait.  Also there are some of what might 
at first be looked at as minor points that appear to 
be different from one author to another.  So for 
now, I would like to proceed with Matt. 27. 

(Read Matt. 27:1,2)  Keep in mind that the 
chief priests and elders had put Jesus through an 
unlawful sham trial through the night following 
His arrest fairly soon after the evening meal.  In 
the minds of the priests, they had found Jesus 
guilty of blasphemy which would have required a 
penalty of stoning to death; however they appear 
to be fearful of the Roman government if they 
were to put Jesus to death in this way, plus at this 
point they did not want Jesus’ blood on their 
hands.  So they brought Him to Pontius Pilate, the 
Roman governor.   

(Read Matt. 27:3-10)  When Judas real-
ized that the chief priests were not going to stop at 
anything short of Jesus’ death, he suddenly got a 
conscience.  There is a type of Judas recorded in 
the Old Testament.  Ahithophel was a friend and 
advisor to King David and to David’s son Absa-
lom.  When Absalom decided to take the throne 
away from David, Ahithophel sided with Absa-

lom.  David fled from Jerusalem for fear of Absa-
lom but Ahithophel stayed with Absalom.  Hushai 
was another friend and advisor of David’s and 
Absalom’s that was going to go with Daivd , but 
David sent him back into Jerusalem to spy on 
what Absalom was doing and then was to report it 
to the two priests who had stayed and they would 
get the word to David.  Let’s pick up the story in 
II Samuel 16:15.  (Read II Samuel 16:15-17:23)   

Matt. 27:9 tells us “Then was fulfilled 
that which was spoken by Jeremy, the proph-
et.” This was apparently spoken and had been 
carried down by tradition, but there is not writings 
of Jeremiah that we have that says this.   

(Read Matt. 27:11-18)  We’re not told 
here, but the chief priests had changed their 
charge against Christ when they brought Him to 
Pilate.  They were now accusing Him of trying to 
usurp the Caesar. Blasphemy would not have had 
any effect in the Roman court, so if they were go-
ing to get a conviction that carried the death pen-
alty, they had to make a change.  But when Pilate 
asked Jesus if He was King of the Jews, Jesus an-
swered that it was as Pilate had said.  Still this 
didn’t seem to bother Pilate nor did he seem to 
think that Jesus was going to usurp the Caesar.  
Pilate realized that the reason the Jews had 
brought Jesus before him was because they were 
envious of Him.  As we have seen in the parables, 
they knew who He was, but they thought if they 
could get Him killed, they could usurp His throne 
and have the kingdom to themselves.  It was a 
custom that the governor would release a prisoner 
at Passover, so Pilate, thinking that this might get 
this whole problem out of his hair, offered to re-
lease either Jesus or Barabbas, probably the worst 
criminal that Pilate had in custody.  

(Read Matt. 27:19-26)  It is interesting 
how many people affirmed Jesus’ innocence.  We 
have three listed here, Judas, Pilate’s wife, and 
Pilate himself.  In Luke we find three more;  Her-
od, the thief on the cross and the centurion who 
saw Jesus die.  When Pilate asked which man the 
multitude wanted him to release, we saw mob 
mentality set in stirred up by the chief priests.  
Mobs can be made to do most anything it they 
have someone clever enough to stir them up.  
Here they asked for Barabbas to be released and 
Christ to be crucified.  Pilate was surprised, I be-
lieve, and wanted to know why, as he could find 
no wrong doing on the part of Jesus.  When he 



4 

 

saw that he could not prevail on the crowd, he 
washed his hands of the whole affair because he 
considered Jesus innocent.  I believe it is im-
portant for us to take note of this as the people, 
I’m sure at the urging of the priests, took respon-
sibility for the execution of Jesus.  So Pilate re-
leased Barabbas to the people. 

(Read Matt. 27:27-38)  We’re told that 
Pilate delivered Jesus to be crucified, but we’re 
not told here to whom he released Him.  I believe 
the soldiers that are spoken of here were Jewish 
soldiers, not Romans.  Since Pilate washed his 
hands of the affair, though he scourged Jesus and 
then released him to be crucified, from this point I 
believe the Jews themselves were in control.  
While they had Pilate’s tacit approval, the chief 
priests are the ones calling the shots.  For Christ 
to be the perfect Passover Lamb, lawfully it was 
necessary that this be the case.  He had to be 
killed at the hands of the Jews, not the Romans.   

Another law that Jesus fulfilled here was 
the law of the red heifer.  (Read Numbers 19:2-
10)  The water of separation was to be used cere-
monially to cleanse anyone or anything that had 
come in contact with a dead person.  (Read Num-
bers 19:11-13) Ultimately I believe this portends 
our resurrection when we will cleansed from our 
dead bodies through Jesus. To fulfill this law, Je-
sus had to be crucified outside the city.  

Jesus had to fulfill all of the sacrifice laws 
because all of the animals that were sacrificed in 
one way or another prophesied of Christ and the 
Aaronic priesthood was responsible to make those 
sacrifices, not the Romans.   

Golgotha, the place of the skull, is thought 
in our modern day to be a small hill outside the 
city of Jerusalem because it today resembles the 
top of a person’s head.  Corrosion has caused this 
in more recent times.  The real place of the cruci-
fixion was the top of the Mount of Olives.  This is 
where David stopped and worshipped God when 
he was driven from Jerusalem when Absalom 
tried to usurp David’s throne.  This was a shadow 
of the usurping of Jesus’ dominion by the chief 
priests as they crucified Christ.  

If you recall, “gall” was a narcotic and 
when Jesus tasted it and knew the sour wine they 
were offering Him had the “gall” in it He refused 
to take of it.  We’re told that the soldiers divided 
his garments, but one of his garments was  one 
piece such as that worn by the priests and for this 

they cast lots for it rather than ruin it by cutting it 
up.   

Apparently Pilate was responsible for the 
sign that was put on the cross over his head which 
read, THIS IS JESUS THE KING OF THE 
JEWS.  We’re told that two thieves were crucified 
with Him, one on each side.  All of this, the 
thieves, the dividing and casting lots for His 
clothing, the location, etc. are all fulfillment of 
prophecy. 

(Read Matt. 27:39-56)  Most of this is self 
explanatory.  As I mentioned earlier, when we 
have completed our study of the gospels, we’ll 
deal with these events in detail so that we might 
see how they match up with the laws concerning 
Passover. 

I would like to point out that vs. 50 tells us 
that Jesus, “yielded up the ghost (spirit).”  Had 
He not willingly given up the spirit, man could 
not have killed Him.  The significance of the veil 
in the temple being rent in two cannot be overesti-
mated.  This was the veil that separated the Holy 
of Holies from the rest of the temple.  Even 
though the Spirit of God never occupied this tem-
ple as it did Solomon’s temple, the significance is 
still there.  No longer are the people separated 
from the presence of God.  We all have access to 
the Father through the Son, through Jesus Christ.  
We no longer have to go to someone of the priest-
hood to go to the Father: no longer does the High 
Priest have to go into the Holy of Holies by him-
self once a year to atone for his sins and the sins 
of all the people.  The atonement happened on the 
cross for all people and because of this all people 
have access to the Father.   

There is concern among some that those 
who came out of the graves at the time of the 
death of Christ attained to immortality.  Had this 
been the case, I am sure the Scripture would have 
advised us of this.  We’re simply told that they 
appeared unto many, there is nothing to indicate 
that they did any more than this.  I would compare 
this with the appearance Moses and Elijah in the 
vision that the disciples saw.  Not only is there no 
indication that they went to heaven, but there is a 
denial that we’ll read later that anyone has gone to 
heaven other than Jesus. 

Apparently Mary, Jesus’ mother and some 
of the other women that had been ministering to 
Jesus witnessed the crucifixion and death of Jesus.   

(Read Matt. 27:57-61)  This is our first 



5 

 

mention of Joseph of Arimathaea, but other his-
torical accounts of Joseph indicate that he was 
probably an uncle of Jesus, was an important man 
in the government of Rome (a minister of mines) 
and had had a personal relationship with Jesus 
from His childhood.  Also, though the Bible 
doesn’t record this, he eventually ended up in the 
British Isles where he was responsible for much 
of the missionary work that was done there.  So it 
is somewhat natural that he would be the one to 
claim the body of Jesus and fulfill the prophecies 
that had to do with His burial. 

(Read Matt. 27:62-66)  As I read this, ba-
sically Pilate told the chief priests and Pharisees 
that they had their own guard, go seal the tomb 
and set a watch over the tomb themselves.  So this 
they did. JRL 

 

  

 In our last issue we began a study of the 
book of Malachi and I was quoting from a blog by 
Dr Steven Jones of God’s Kingdom Ministries.  
Due to lack of space we couldn’t include the 
whole blog.  I am continuing that blog in this is-
sue concerning the relationship between Israel and 
Edom then and now. 

“Jewry thus took upon itself a dual role, 
having to fulfill not only the prophecies of Ju-
dah, but also those of Edom. 

“Jeremiah divided Judah into two groups, 
one good and one evil, which played out in his 
own time as well as in the New Testament. The 
violent ones who chafed and fought against Baby-
lon, Persia, Greece, and Rome, were those pic-
tured by the basket of evil figs, while those who 
submitted to the divine judgment were pictured by 
the basket of good figs. 

“Thus, in the New Testament time, the 
good figs were led by Jesus, who had no desire to 
lead a revolution against Rome, while the evil figs 
fought and died when Jerusalem was destroyed in 
70 A.D. When the followers of Christ were sepa-
rated from the temple and Christianity was no 
longer considered to be a mere sect of Judaism, 
the two types of figs became clearly separated in-
to two baskets—as Jeremiah saw them. 

“Meanwhile, the evil figs had united with 
the Idumeans in the war, even while the good figs 
were being separated from them. It actually took 
four generations before the Idumeans were con-
sidered to be full Jews, according to rabbinical 
belief. This was accomplished between 126 B.C. 
and 70 A.D., as we see from The Jewish Encyclo-
pedia under Edom: 

“From this time [126 B.C.] the Idumeans 
ceased to be a separate people, though the name 
‘Idumea’ still existed in the time of Jerome. 

“According to the Law (Deut. xxiii. 8, 9), 
the congregation could not receive descendants 
of a marriage between an Israelite and an 
Edomite until the fourth generation. This law 
was a subject of controversy between R. Simeon 
and other Talmudists, who maintained that fe-
male descendants were also excluded until the 
fourth generation, contrary to R. Simeon, who 
regarded the limitation as applicable in only to 
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male descendants (Yeb. 76b).” 
“Hence, by their own understanding of the 

law, the Edomites were fully absorbed into Jewry 
by the time Rome destroyed Jerusalem. The prob-
lem was that they, like the Judeans, rejected the 
Mediator of the New Covenant and His peaceful 
rule, choosing instead to act like the evil figs of 
Jeremiah 24. Of course, if there were any Edom-
ites among the followers of Jesus, whether in the 
first century or afterward, the blood of the cross 
would have transferred their citizenship to the 
Kingdom of Christ and erased any curse inherited 
from their forefathers. 

“For the next 1900 years the Jews re-
mained under the dominion of Rome and the pro-
phetic extensions of this iron beast. Likewise, 
Edom remained in Jewry, and the history of Edom 
was forgotten. Without Edomites as such to fulfill 
the prophecies of Isaiah, Ezekiel, and Hosea, the 
rabbis spiritualized those prophecies and applied 
them to Rome and the Church of Rome. The Jew-
ish Encyclopedia reads under Edom, 
“The name ‘Edom’ is used by the Talmudists for 
the Roman empire, and they applied to Rome 
every passage of the Bible referring to Edom or 
to Esau.” 
This is quoted from the 1903 edition which I have 
in my office. The 1925 edition admits, “Edom is 
in modern Jewry.” So the question remains about 
how Isaac’s prophecy was to be fulfilled. How 
could Esau throw off the yoke of Jacob? How 
could God give the birthright back to Esau in or-
der to do him justice? 

“The answer to this question is possible 
only when we understand that Edom is represent-
ed in modern Jewry, as virtually all historians and 
even the Jewish Encyclopedia itself admits. 

“Modern Zionism broke the yoke from 
Esau’s neck when the Israel state was established 
in 1948. The violence and terrorism that was used 
to expel the British from Palestine was character-
istic of Edom and the words of Isaac to Esau, say-
ing, “By your sword you shall live.” One only has 
to read Menachem Begin’s 1951 book, The Re-
volt: Story of the Irgun, to learn of this in his own 
words. He writes in his Introduction, 
“But I have written this book also for Gentiles, 
lest they be unwilling to realize, or all too ready 
to overlook, the fact that out of blood and fire 
and tears and ashes a new specimen of human 
being was born, a specimen completely unknown 

to the world for over eighteen hundred years, 
‘the FIGHTING JEW.’ That Jew, whom the 
world has considered dead and buried never to 
rise again, has arisen.” 
Introducing himself, Begin wrote further, 
“After all, for years the author fought against 
the British authorities. He was described by Brit-
ish newspapers, by Members of both Houses of 
Parliament, by Ministers of State, by generals, 
admirals, bishops, lawyers, and all the oth-
er dramatis personae… as ‘Terrorist Number 
One’ in Eretz Israel, then called Palestine and 
ruled by the British government.” 

“With Menachem Begin—later to become 
Prime Minister of Israel—came the rise of mod-
ern terrorism, which the Arabs soon copied in 
their own struggle for freedom. The reinvention of 
“the fighting Jew” was modeled after the Jewish 
Revolt against Rome from 66-73 A.D. and from 
the Bar Cochba Revolt from 132-135 A.D. These 
revolts, in turn, violated the will of God by refus-
ing to recognize that God Himself had judged the 
nation and put them into a long captivity to the 
four beasts of Daniel 2 and 7. The basket of evil 
figs was thus seen in the fight against Babylon, 
again in the fight against Rome, and finally in the 
terrorism of modern Zionism. 
 “The only reason that Zionism succeeded 
is because of Isaac’s promise to Esau in Genesis 
27:40, “you shall break his yoke from your neck.” 
The British represented Jacob in this scenario, not 
only because they controlled Palestine at the time, 
but because they (along with others) are physical 
descendants of Jacob. The Israelites as a whole 
had been deported to Assyria from 745-721 B.C., 
where they were called Gimirra (from Ghomri, 
i.e., Omri). When Assyria fell in 612 B.C., many 
of these ex-Israelites immigrated north and west 
into Europe through the Caucasus Mountains. 
Hence, historians refer to them generally as Cau-
casian, although many other names are used as 
well.  

“The British flag is known as “Union 
Jack.” Jack is short for Jacob. Hence, when the 
British flag was lowered for the last time on May 
13, 1948, and replaced by the Israeli flag, the mo-
ment had arrived when modern Jacob gave the 
birthright back to the modern Zionist representa-
tives of Esau. And so the prophecy of Malachi 
1:4 was fulfilled, 
4 Though Edom says, “We have been beaten 

http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Genesis%2027.40
http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Genesis%2027.40
http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Malachi%201.4
http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Malachi%201.4
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down, but we will return and build up the ru-
ins”; thus says the Lord of hosts, “They may 
build, but I will tear down; and men will call 
them the wicked territory, and the people to-
ward whom the Lord is indignant forever.” 

“This was accomplished by the same 
stealth whereby Jacob had obtained the birthright 
in Genesis 27. Even as Jacob had pretended to be 
Esau to obtain the birthright, so also did Esau pre-
tend to be Jacob to get it back. One case of mis-
taken identity deserves another, and so the law of 
equal justice was fulfilled with great precision. 
Even as Isaac, the chosen one, had to be blind in 
order to be fooled by Jacob, so also did the 
Church have to be blind in order to be fooled by 
Esau. Hence, God says in Isaiah 42:19, “Who is so 
blind but My servant?” 

“The only question that yet remains is how 
long Esau will be in possession of the birthright. 
We only know that God requires Esau-Edom to 
fully prove himself unworthy before he is stripped 
of the birthright. Jacob had taken it from Esau be-
fore Esau had had time to prove himself. The Zi-
onists have retained the birthright since 1948, 
even calling themselves Israel, the birthright 
name. In that time they have continued to reject 
Jesus Christ, they have lived by the sword, they 
have denied equal rights to the aliens among 
them, they have violated the law of God, and have 
in every way acted in accordance with the charac-
ter of Esau-Edom. 

“We know from Scripture that Esau will 
not be the ultimate inheritor of the birthright, for 
God chose Jacob before the children were born 
(Romans 9:11). But the outworking of that proph-
ecy has been long and arduous, complete with vi-
olations of the law that God would have to rectify. 
Yet in the end, Isaiah 34 prophesies that this con-
troversy between Jacob and Esau will be settled. 
2 For the Lord’s indignation is against all the 
nations…. 4 all their host will also wither away 
as a leaf withers from the vine, or as one with-
ers from the [evil] fig tree. 5 For My sword is 
satiated in heaven, behold it shall descend for 
judgment upon Edom, and upon the people 
whom I have devoted to destruction… 6 For the 
Lord has a sacrifice in Bozrah, and a great 
slaughter in the land of Edom… 8 For the Lord 
has a day of vengeance, a year of recompense 
for the cause [“controversy”] of Zion. 

“The next verses appear to describe a nu-

clear war, similar to what is described earlier 
in Isaiah 29:5-6. In other words, this controversy 
between Jacob and Esau will be settled by nuclear 
war, in which NO ONE can inhabit Jerusalem and 
Palestine in general. This is clear from Isaiah 29:7
-8, as I have explained elsewhere. 

“Yet through it all, God cannot be accused 
of perpetuating an injustice upon Esau. Neither 
can God be accused of allowing Jacob to get away 
with a lie in obtaining the birthright. Esau’s rights 
as the first-born son of Isaac were violated long 
ago, but God has finally seen fit to judge the case 
and to restore the right of the first-born to Esau. 
Only when Esau’s rights have been fully restored 
will God then move to bring judgment upon Esau 
for his violation of the law.” 

For the most part, the book of Malachi is 
addressed to the priests.  We want to continue 
with chapter 1, verse.6.  (Read Malachi 1:6-11)  It 
is hard to imagine the attitude of the priests as de-
scribed in these verses.  Why carry on a ritual 
when doing so in a totally unlawful manner.  The 
law specified that only the best and most perfect 
was to be offered in sacrifices to God.  This re-
minds us somewhat of the priests in New Testa-
ment times when they sold the same animal over 
and over that supposedly was to be sacrificed.  
Here they carried out the sacrifices, but did so 
with the rejects of bread and animals instead of 
the best and most perfect.  God suggests that they 
make the same kind of offering to their governor 
and see if he will accept them.  God tells them 
that He has no pleasure in them and will not ac-
cept such offerings.  God says that His name will 
be great among the nations and these nations will 
offer pure offerings to Him.   

(Read Malachi 1:12-14)  The priest’s atti-

tude was like a man hired to do a certain job that 

carelessly did the job only for the pay.  He didn’t 

care how well he did the job, who he was doing it 

for, nor the reason the job needed to be done.  It 

reminds me of a comment Hillary Clinton made 

when being investigated by congress on the job 

she should have been doing as Secretary of State 

in the Bengazi situation, “What difference does it 

make!”  That was the attitude of the priests, 

“What difference did it make whether they did 

their job properly or not.”  They just did the mini-

mum that they thought they could get by with, but 
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God asks if they truly thought He should accept 

such offerings. He says that if a man had a good 

male in his flock, but brought a corrupt offering 

for a vow, God says the man would be cursed.  

(Read Malachi 2:1-9)  God threatened the 
priests through Malachi that if they would not 
hear and from the heart glorify His name, He 
would send a curse upon them that would affect 
their descendents and dishonor them (spread the 
refuse of their solemn feasts upon their faces) and 
they would be attracted to the dung.  God says 
that they will know that this comes from God.   
He says that He is doing this that His covenant 
that was made with Levi at Mt. Sinai where Mo-
ses, who was descended from Levi was installed 
at their leader, his brother Aaron was made the 
high priest and the Levites were selected to be 
priests and servants of God within the tribes of 
Israel.  When this was done, the purpose of this 
was carried out by Levi’s descendents and they 
did turn many away from iniquity.  God tells them 
that the job of the priests was to keep knowledge 
that people could seek the knowledge of the law 
from them.  They were to be the messengers of 
the LORD of hosts to the people.  

But these priests to whom He was talking 
to through Malachi had departed from the way 
they were intended to walk and had caused many 
people to stumble at the law.  They had corrupted 
the covenant of Levi, the intent and purpose for 
which they had been chosen.  Because of this, 
God says He had made them contemptible and 
base before the people. 

(Read Malachi 2:10-16)  I have looked at 
these verses in three different translations and at 

the notes by Dr. Bullinger in the Companion Bi-
ble and they all differ considerably.  After study-
ing the notes in the Companion Bible I believe the 
understanding he has may be the closest to the 
intent of God, so I am going to comment on this 
basis.  We will begin with comment in our next 
issue.  JRL 

The tongue of the just is as choice silver: the heart 
of the wicked is little worth.  Prov. 10:20    
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