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A STUDY OF THE BOOK OF

LUKE
In our last lesson, we were looking at the
parables in Luke 15 and had read the first 10 verses while looking at a reference in Eze. 34:11. We
will begin this months lesson on this note.
In Ezekiel 34:11, after telling the shepherds of Israel that they have failed to do their job
of shepherding His flock, God says, “For thus
saith the Lord GOD, Behold, I, even I, will both
search my sheep, and seek them out.” The parables of Luke 15 concern this searching and seeking. It was not Judah who was lost. Everyone
knew who and where they were. The lost sheep
of vs. 4 is Israel. Jesus is the shepherd who is
seeking out the lost sheep and He rejoices when
that sheep, Israel, is found. In the same sense,
Jesus says that there is joy in heaven over one sinner that repenteth, that is greater than the ninetynine that did not need to repent.
The lost coin in vs. 8 is the same. Israel is
the lost coin. When the coin is found there is
great joy. Again in the same sense, there is joy
among the angels over one sinner that repents.
(Read Luke 15:11-32) Here again the
prodigal son represents Israel. The older son represents Judah. Remember that Israel was divorced
by God, i.e. God told Israel that no longer were
they to be His people or He their God. They were
out in the world without their God. The sins that
put them in this position were great, but primarily
they were worshipping other gods and refused to
repent and turn to their one true God. So they
were in the world as this younger son. When the
younger son returned there was great joy except

with the older son. He felt superior to the younger son, thus felt he was cheated by the younger
son’s return. It is because of this enmity that Paul
wrote of it in Ephesians. (Read Ephesians 2:1117) Paul is speaking to former Israelites who had
migrated from the place of their captivity across
Asia Minor and into Europe. He is telling them
that the enmity between Judah and Israel, the wall
of partition between Israel and Judah, had been
broken down by the blood of Christ, Christ’s sacrifice on the cross. He did this by abolishing the
law of commandments contained in the ordinances. He is speaking here of the law system that had
been created by the Pharisees. In Colossians 3
Paul says these laws were the commandments and
doctrines of men. (Read Col. 3:14-23) Finally
Paul tells us first in Romans 11:1, “I say then,
Hath God cast away his people? God forbid.
For I also am an Israelite, of the seed of Abraham, of the tribe of Benjamin.” Then going on
Paul explains how God accomplished His purpose
through grace. Then he writes of what will happen when Israel is brought back into the fold as
foretold by this parable of the prodigal son. (Read
Rom. 11:11-15) To me, understanding God’s
plan and purpose for all the world that is to be
carried out by His people Israel is one of the
greatest things in my life. We are scratching the
surface with the Scriptures we have been looking
at in this lesson, but hopefully by the time we finish the New Testament in our study, everyone
here will have that understanding as well. It is
important that we see these parables in the light of
God’s plan for both Israel and Judah as we saw it
throughout the Old Testament.
Luke 16 continues with parables concerning Judah and Israel as we saw in Luke 15. (Read
Luke 16:1-13) This parable does not seem to be a

parable about nations until we consider what true
riches are. That true riches are not materialistic
things I think we would all agree. So with this in
mind, let’s take a close look at this parable. I
think we can consider God to be the rich man in
this parable. God had given Judah stewardship of
His estate. However, Judah had wasted His
goods, i.e. had distorted His Word, His laws, and
His reputation. God calls them to account and
tells them that He is going to remove them from
this stewardship
The steward, instead of turning to his master and repenting, starts figuring out how he can
try to save face. He then makes promises to lessen the debt owed by his master’s debtors. When
the master sees what he is doing we’re told he
commends this unjust steward telling him he has
acted shrewdly, i.e. instead of following God’s
laws, he has followed man’s laws thinking that
the more wise thing to do. The master tells him to
make friends of the wealth of unrighteousness that
when he fails, they may receive him into their everlasting (age-lasting) habitations.
These Pharisees, scribes, priests and elders, the leaders of Judah, rejected Christ, the
source of true riches. Instead they relied on the
traditions of men. Jesus is mocking them here
basically telling them that instead of inheriting
everlasting (age-lasting) life in the kingdom, they
were going to spend that glorious age as mortal
men instead of resurrected Sons of God.
Jesus then gives them some advice that we
as individuals need to take to heart as well. First
He tells them, “He that is faithful in that which
is least is faithful also in much; and he that unjust in the least is unjust also in much.” It has
upset me greatly in the last few years when we
hear of our president, or a senator or congressman
that commits immoral or criminal acts and the
press and other leaders try to excuse them because
what they did was personal and will not harm
their ability to govern. Or we hear of some person that steals a great deal of money from their
employer and they are let off with a slap on the
wrist because they didn’t really mean any harm,
or some other lame excuse. If a person is dishonest in small things, he will be dishonest in the big
things. If he is honest in the small things he will
be honest in the larger things. In this case, these
Pharisees, scribes, priests and elders were dishonest, some in small things, some in larger things,

but they are rejected from the kingdom because
they could not be trusted.
Then He told them, “If therefore ye have
not been faithful in the unrighteous mammon,
who will commit to your trust the true riches?”
As we said at the beginning of our lesson, true
riches are not the materialistic things, the wealth
or mammon, but rather the rewards of the kingdom of God. The priests, Pharisees, scribes and
elders were the rich people for the most part.
Though we are not told outright that they garnered
their riches dishonestly, their great hatred of the
tax collector tells me something plus their arrogance over the common people does the same.
This statement and question infers that their gain
may have been dishonest, if not in fact, certainly
in mind. Therefore Jesus asks who did they think
would commit to them true riches.
Next He said, “And if ye have not been
faithful in that which is another man’s, who
shall give you that which is your own?” They
had not been faithful with the kingdom of God,
but rather had written their own laws superseding
God’s laws. They had become very arrogant
thinking themselves superior over everyone else
and had ruled by oppression, the opposite of
God’s intent. How could they expect to receive
something of their own since they had misruled
what was not theirs so badly.
Finally He told them, “No servant can
serve two masters: for either he will hate the
one, and love the other; or else he will hold to
the one, and despise the other. Ye cannot serve
God and mammon.” Jesus is using wealth here
as one of the masters that they were trying to
serve, but I submit that they themselves were one
of the masters. They wanted power as only man
understands power. They served themselves to
get that power. Wealth certainly plays a major
part in power, so is probably the best example He
could have used.
(Read Luke 16:14-18) This last parable
did not sit well with the Pharisees apparently, as
Luke tells us that they were lovers of money, so
they made fun of and mocked Jesus for what He
had said. Jesus then told them they could justify
themselves before men, but God knew their
hearts. What means most to man is an abomination before God. In spite of the work of these
Pharisees, Jesus says that since John the Baptist,
the kingdom of God had been preached and men
2

were pressing themselves into it.
Then He says something that apparently is
totally misunderstood today by most of the church
world, “It is easier for heaven and earth to
pass, than one tittle of the law to fail.” He then
follows this statement with an example of their
failure to understand this, or at least to believe it.
“Whosoever putteth away his wife, and marrieth another, committeth adultery: and whosoever marrieth her that is put away from her
husband committeth adultery.” They were
overlooking one major part of the divorce law, the
writing of the bill of divorcement. Without this
bill of divorcement, or disownership, the wife that
was put away was still the property of the husband putting her away.
We can pick and choose what laws we
want to keep, but the result can be rather disastrous. This is like seeing a speed limit sign saying
65 mph limit, but then coming to another that
changes to 45 mph and saying the first sign said
65 so I can ignore the 45 sign. We need to know
and understand the principles of all of God’s law.
I do not believe it is beyond the understanding of
most any of us. I have talked to many people who
think the U.S. Constitution can only be understood by lawyers and judges, primarily because, I
think, they have never read it. It is more complicated than God’s law, but I believe most anyone
with any reading comprehension can understand
it, thus I am convinced that God’s law is not beyond our understanding. I think Jesus thought the
same thing and is upbraiding these Pharisees for
their manipulation of God’s law to serve their
own purposes.
The rest of Luke 16 is the parable of the
rich man and Lazarus which I believe is the most
misunderstood parable in the Bible. (Read Luke
16:19-31) Because this parable has been determined by a majority of the people and their
preachers that this is simply a story of two men,
one rich who died and went to a burning hell, and
the other a poor man who died and went to heaven, we first need to establish that this is a parable,
i.e. a story to illustrate a point. In Matt. 13, Jesus
is speaking to the multitude in parables. We’re
told in vs. 34, “All these things spake Jesus unto
the multitude in parables: and without a parable spake he not unto them.” Again in Mark
4:34 we’re told, “But without a parable spake
he not unto them: and when they were alone,

he expounded all things to his disciples.” Also,
if this was simply a story of one man going to
heaven and another going to hell, what need was
there of all the detail of explanation, especially of
the rich man? This Scripture follows a series of
parables, so it would seem logical to assume this
is a continuation of these parables.
Since I think we can consider this a parable, the characters in the parable represent some
one or some thing. So let us see if we can determine by Scripture who these two main characters
are. We’re told first that it was a certain rich man.
It wasn’t any rich man, but a certain rich man. He
was clothed in purple and fine linen. As part of
the story of Gideon in the Old Testament Judges
8:26 tells us, “And the weight of the golden earrings that he requested was a thousand and
seven hundred shekels of gold; besides ornaments and collars, and purple raiment that was
on the kings of Midian, and beside the chains
that were about their camels’ necks.” Purple
was the royal color, the color of the raiment of
kings. In Mark 15:17 the soldiers are mocking
Jesus for claiming to be a king “And they
clothed him with purple, and platted a crown
of thorns, and put it about his head.” So I think
the fact that this rich man was wearing purple indicated that he was in a place of rulership. But
we’re also told that he was clothed with fine linen.
(Read Ex. 28:1-5, 39, 42, Rev. 15:4-6) These
Scriptures should be sufficient evidence that white
linen was worn by priests and ministers of God.
When Joseph placed Jesus in the tomb, he first
wrapped the body in white linen.
We have another person in Scripture that
is clothed in purple that might help us identify
who this rich man is. (Read Rev. 17:1-5) Then in
vs. 18 the angel identified the woman to John,
“And the woman which thou sawest is that
great city, which reigneth over the kings of the
earth.” If we read farther in chapter 18 John
speaks of her destruction and then in vs. 15 & 16
we read, “The merchants of these things, which
were made rich by her, shall stand afar off for
the fear of her torment, weeping and wailing,
and saying, Alas, alas that great city, that was
clothed in fine linen, and purple, and scarlet,
and decked with gold, and precious stones, and
pearls!” We recognize this Babylon, not as a city
per se, but as a system of world wide government
developed through the succession of empires that
3

started with the kingdom of Babylon. Rich represents the money system; purple fits the kings of
the earth and fine linen represents that church system of the world. It is hard to consider the rich
man as representing a system, so let’s look a little
further.
(Read Matt. 23:2-5) This tells us that the
scribes and Pharisees were the rulers over the people. They would have been wearers of the purple.
They had the authority of Moses. They ruled by
their law however. Though the Romans had authority over them, they still had authority over the
people. (Read John 11:47-48)
Luke 16:22 tells us that the rich man died
and was buried. In Matt. 23:27-28 Jesus is speaking of these scribes and Pharisees as He says,
“Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For ye are like unto whited sepulchers,
which indeed appear beautiful outward, but
are within full of dead men’s bones, and of all
uncleaness. Even so ye also outwardly appear
righteous unto men, but within ye are full of
hypocrisy and iniquity.
We will continue our interpretation of this
parable in our next issue. JRL

A STUDY OF THE

BABYLONIAN SYSTEM
In our last lesson, we saw the judgment of
God on the religious arm of the Babylonian System. We have pointed out before that should any
of the three legs of the system fail, the whole system would fail. The fall of the religious arm, or
leg, will cause the whole system to fail, but if we
add to that the failure of the economic system the
failure of the whole system is well assured. It is
hard to imagine what things will be like when
these two arms of the system are destroyed completely. But in both cases, God has His own system to put in place of these Babylonian systems.
We have those systems described to us throughout
Scripture, but rather than study them out, most of
us will bewail the loss of the Babylonian System,
though it is totally corrupt.
Chapter 18 deals with the destruction of
the economic arm of the Babylonian system. To
understand it better, we need to go back to the
source of this most destructive economic system.
(Read Daniel 3:1-7) This should give us an idea
of how plentiful gold was at that time. Depending
on how a cubit is measured (some say 18 inches
and some 23 inches) this column or image would
have been 9 or 11.5 feet in diameter and 90 or 115
feet high. Casting such an image would have
been a major accomplishment, even by today’s
standards. But then notice who the king commanded to come to the dedication of this image.
This was not an ecclesiastical gathering. All of
the people commanded to come were in effect,
government employees. Then notice that all the
people were commanded to bow down and worship the image whenever they heard the musical
signal. This is the first Biblical record we have of
people worshipping gold. Gold was used for decorative applications prior to this and was even
traded as a commodity. However, it was not an
object of worship.
If we read the rest of Daniel 3, we’ll see
that three of the Jew captives, that Nebuchadnezzar had put in positions of responsibility in his
kingdom, refused to bow down and worship this
image as to them, this was worshipping another
god. As a result, they were cast into the furnace
that had been used to melt the gold to cast this
4

image. The king commanded that it be heated 7
times hotter than normal. It was so hot that the
men who cast these three men into it were killed
by the heat. Yet, all three men did not appear to
be hurt. When the king looked into the furnace,
he saw four men, one whom he said had the form
of the Son of God. When he commanded the
three men, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego to
come out of the furnace, they came out and had
absolutely no affect of the furnace on their person
or on their clothing.
From this point on in history, gold became
an object of worship. Gold or silver became the
money or money systems were based on the gold
standard and backed by gold or silver. Since
money was normally backed by gold, money then
became the object of worship. Money became, to
many, a source of revenue itself as they began to
charge interest on debt. Charging interest, or usury as we see it referred to in Scripture, is strictly
forbidden by God except to the stranger, meaning
someone who does not live in one’s own country.
Debt and interest have become the foundation upon which the rich become richer at the expense of
the less fortunate. Wealth is measured in money.
In God’s system, wealth is measured in production and the ability to produce. Millions of people
have lived in abject poverty while millions more
have lived in continual fear of the same because
this Babylonian system has failed to supply in
abundance the needs of life to all men everywhere. Millions of men have died or been
maimed in wars that were fought to enrich the
few. Virtually every war that has been fought has
been fought for this purpose when the real truth is
uncovered. As Paul says in I Tim. 6:10, “For the
love of money is the root of all evil.” This is
what this Babylonian economic system has engendered to the whole world.
Man is not capable of undoing or correcting what this system has wrought. We see attempts on a near continual basis to prop up this
system, but this is usually all that they are, attempts. Usually one repair causes another rip
somewhere else so that there is no end to trying to
make this system work anymore. Only God can
provide the solution which is complete destruction
of the system as we see in Rev. 18.
(Read Rev. 18:1-3) This is not a problem
just within our own nation, but every nation on
earth has participated in the system so that all are

guilty. All merchants have participated in the system whether they wanted to or not. Most have
tried to use the system in ungodly ways to enhance their own wealth, a wealth that they will
lose with the fall of the system. We have seen in
the past few years just how corrupted the system
has become. A good example happened recently
with the head of the International Monetary Fund
being indicted for immoral sexual sins. As verse
2 says, Babylon is “become the habitation of
devils and the hold of every foul spirit, and a
cage of every unclean and hateful bird.” The
corrupting influence of this economic system
reaches into every aspect of life and affects everyone of us in one form or another.
(Read Rev. 18:4-8) While we all have to
use the system, we don’t all have to become a part
of it. We have reached the point that it is virtually
impossible for a person to purchase a home, a car,
or even smaller necessities of life without incurring debt to do so. Certainly, we all need to avoid
debt if at all possible, but it is sometimes necessary for us to incur it. When we do, we need to
make it our top priority to pay it off. This is not
what I mean when I refer to becoming a part of
the system. When we incur debt needlessly in our
efforts to make more money, or when we intentionally use our money to increase our wealth
through usury, we are then becoming a part of the
system. God is telling us here to come out of the
system. If this is our goal rather than the goal of
using the system to multiply our wealth, I think
God honors this. It is truly unfortunate that we
have to have a part in it to live, but to do so with
the desire only to increase our wealth is wrong.
God is going to judge the system by His own law.
Fire indicates judgment by law, God’s law. That
which she (the Babylonian system) has “stolen”
will have to be repaid double. Exodus 22:9 tells
us, For all manner of trespass, whether it be for
ox, for ass, for sheep, for raiment, or for any
manner of lost thing, which another challengeth to be his, the cause of both parties shall
come before the judges; and whom the judges
shall condemn, he shall pay double unto his
neighbour. This is the law. The case has been
brought before God, the ultimate judge of all, and
he is giving his judgment here in these verses in
Revelation. The judgment will be carried out and
all those that have profited unlawfjully by the system will have a part in the judgment.
5

In one sense, we are fortunate today in this
time of mass communication and being near the
end of the system in that we can see the things
discussed in this Scripture being parroted by those
in charge almost word for word. Even though we
are seeing dire economic times, people in high
places are saying almost daily what John is saying
the system will say, “I sit a queen, and am no
widow, and shall see no sorrow” for example.
They are telling us the system is too big to fail,
that there is no way that our overall economic system can fail, that debt is not a problem that won’t
resolve itself. Yet God says that because of this
arrogance, “Therefore shall her plagues come in
one day, death, and mourning, and famine;
and she shall be utterly burned with fire: for
strong is the Lord God who judgeth her.” I believe we are living in the time when we will see
this happen. However, before this sounds too
negative, we need to always remember that God
does not take something away that would leave us
hanging without replacing it with something that
will sustain us. God already has an economic system that will work and He announced it to Moses
at Mt. Sinai. When God destroys the Babylonian
system, His system is waiting in the wings.
(Read Rev. 18:9-14) It is interesting that
God uses fornication as an allegory of the relationship that the kings, or rulers, of the earth have
with this Babylonian system. Fornication is a
term used to refer to unnatural sexual sins. I have
found five examples of fornication given in Scripture: incest, homosexuality, sodomy, interracial
marriage, and harlotry. If we consider these in the
sense of the relationship of the rulers of the various nations with this Babylonian economic system, I think we can begin to visualize the real corruptness of this system and the rulers who have
been a part of it. We can see the reason that these
“kings” “shall bewail her, and lament for her.”
However, note that verse 10 says that they are going to stand “afar off” as they see this system
meet its end, though they are going to bewail its
passing.
The merchants are also going to mourn the
death of this ungodly system because people are
no longer going to buy their merchandise. But
notice how that merchandise is listed. Gold, silver, precious stones, pearls, fine linen, etc. are at
the top of the list, i.e. what they consider to be
their most valuable items. Men, chariots, horses,
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sheep, cattle, wheat, etc. are at the bottom of the
list. The merchandise that should be the most valuable for man’s sustenance is the least valuable in
the Babylonian system. Could this be the reason
that so large a percentage of the world’s population is starving or on the verge of it? God’s economic system values this merchandise in exact
opposite values. When men like Abraham and
Isaac are mentioned as being rich, their wealth is
in their crops, their flocks and their herds, i.e.
those things that man needs to live on. When God
blesses man with wealth, it is not in gold or silver,
but rather in crops and animals and ability to produce. Consider the difference. Man thinks he is
doing well when his money brings him interest in
double digit figures. Genesis 26:12 tells us,
“Then Isaac sowed in that land, and received
in the same year an hundredfold,” a return on
his investment of 100 times the investment.
(Read Rev. 18:15-19) John reiterates the
plight of the merchants and the ship masters when
they see this system by which they obtained what
they are calling wealth be destroyed in a very
short time. It is important that we understand that
wealth that consists of gold, silver, precious
stones, fine linen, etc. is not what God bases real
wealth on. These are things that only the wealthy,
by today’s standards, have, yet, without food,
clothing, and a means of procuring such things
such as growing them, or through labor, of what
real value are they? But because gold, silver, precious stones, etc. are the measurement of wealth
in most people’s minds, I think we can see why
merchants and shipmasters are in great despair
when the system by which they gained them is
destroyed.
We’re told that the system falls in one
hour. I would rather think that the one hour is
used in the sense of long term prophecy which
would mean that one hour would be about 15
years. I don’t think the Bible indicates that this
destruction happens instantly, but rather over a
short period of time as God replaces it with His
own system. But I think we can see the dilemma
of those who are used to their money working for
them, having to instead themselves having to produce something of intrinsic value in order to eat.
(Read Rev. 18:20-24) I think we can also
see that this destruction will not happen without
violence. The comparison of the destruction of
the Babylonian system to the casting into the sea

of a great millstone shows us how complete this
destruction will be. It is very difficult for us, having lived with this system all of our lives, to imagine so complete a destruction as John is detailing.
Virtually all of us want to see the destruction of at
least some part of this evil economic system, but
at the same time all of us will want to preserve
some part of it as well. Without having the mind
of Christ, as will be evident in the overcomers, it
is difficult to imagine any kind of system that can
and will replace the Babylonian system. We have
the pattern of the replacement system given to us
in the Law, but it is still hard to comprehend the
loss of this Babylonian system since that is all that
we have all lived with all of our lives.
Verse 24 gives us a strange twist in our
study. We’re told that “in her was found the
blood of prophets, and of saints and of all that
were slain upon the earth.” This has particular
bearing on our time now with the events that are
transpiring in the Palestine area and Jerusalem in
particular. In Luke 13:33, 34, as part of His answer to some who were warning Him not to go to
Jerusalem because Herod wanted to kill Him, Jesus said, “for it cannot be that a prophet perish
out of Jerusalem. O Jerusalem, Jerusalem,
which killest the prophets, and stonest them
that are sent unto thee.” It is Jerusalem that
Christ says is responsible for killing the prophets.
(Read Matt. 23:29-39) Jerusalem is the
only city in Scripture that is charged with killing
the prophets and being held responsible for doing
so as in verse 35. In Rev. 18 we were talking
about the city of Babylon that appears to be
charged with the blood of the prophets, and of
saints and of all that were slain upon the earth.
Jesus considered Jerusalem to be guilty of all the
blood shed on earth from Abel to His own day—
John extends this to the end of the age when great
“Babylon” falls from power and is cast into the
sea like a great millstone.
Obviously, somehow Mystery Babylon
and old Jerusalem become synonymous with each
other insofar as the law is concerned. In Rev.
11:8, in discussing the two witnesses, John told
us, “And their dead bodies shall lie in the street
of the great city, which is spiritually called
Sodom and Egypt, where also our Lord was
crucified.” So Jerusalem, where our Lord was
crucified, is spiritual Sodom and Egypt. Sodom is
a symbol of immorality. Egypt is a symbol of

bondage. Babylon is a symbol of commerce built
upon usury, rather than upon the divine law. Sodom is remembered for being destroyed by fire and
brimstone. Egypt is remembered for being destroyed by the ten plagues. The old city of Babylon is remembered for its sudden fall at the hand
of Cyrus, who was a type of Christ.
The old Jerusalem is Sodom in that its
lawlessness caused it to kill the prophets. Jerusalem is Egypt in that it is in bondage with her children, the followers of Judaism who rejected Jesus.
Jerusalem is also Babylon, in that its “children”
have gained control over the world system
through their financial and banking empires.
Old Babylon was not liable for the blood
of prophets. This liability was incurred when
Babylon and Jerusalem merged corporately just as
liability for immoral lawlessness and bondage was
incurred when they merged with Sodom and
Egypt. Of course there was not a physical merger, but rather a merger that occurred mystically
or spiritually.
Jerusalem, then, is spiritual Babylon, spiritual Sodom, and spiritual Egypt. Those who today are working to establish Jerusalem (old) as
the Kingdom of God are working against God, not
for Him. Christian Zionists have been tricked into
supporting the opposition without really knowing
who they are working for, or their real agenda.
The basis of modern day Babylon
is manifested in the Federal Reserve System. I
would like to quote a portion of a paper written by
Dr. Steven Jones to get a little idea of how this
system became a part of our society:
The Church was called to be
God’s watchdog, but they refused to bark.
The Church saw nothing wrong with usury so they allowed the banking system to
be established. Finally, those same bankers became powerful enough and rich
enough to establish a union of banks under one roof, a private corporation of
bankers who were powerful enough to
actually take over the government in
1914. It was called the Federal Reserve
Bank. It is neither federal, nor is it a reserve. It is a private corporation that creates money out of nothing and lends it at
face value to other banks and to our government at interest.
Because of America’s sin, and
because the Church cast aside His law,
God put America under a yoke of wood.
He brought in foreign bankers and set up a
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I might mention that the reason Dr. Jones
is saying that it is fortunate that God blinded us to
what is happening and has happened is the law of
contempt of court. Briefly stated, one who is
guilty of contempt of court is to face the death
penalty. We have to consider what the Babylonian System has done and is doing to us as a judgment of God. To defy that judgment would be
contempt of court. God will bring about the destruction of this Babylonian System, our part is
not to be a part of it. JRL

system of taxation in 1916 by which we
would pay tribute to “Babylon.”
It is fortunate for us that God
blinded the eyes of the people to what was
happening. In blinding us and making this
a “secret, hidden” Babylon, God prevented us from fighting the captivity. Instead,
we submitted to it and were thus allowed
to remain in our own land, rather than
being conquered and destroyed by war
and then deported, as Judah was in Jeremiah’s day.
The great harlot is Babylon—not
the original city, as some have supposed,
but the secret, hidden Babylon. In the
past, some prophecy teachers have insisted that the old city of Babylon would be
rebuilt, and indeed, Saddam Hussein attempted to rebuild it. All the bricks were
inscribed with his name, as he attempted
to make a name for himself. But that has
come to an end with his fall from power
in 2003.
There is also an inherent contradiction in that view. They say in one
breath that “the Antichrist” will rule from
a temple in Jerusalem, but they also say
that Babylon will be rebuilt. Well, which
city is his capital city? In such an interpretation, he could hardly rule from both
cities.
But the fact is, Babylon has manifested in our time as a worldwide system.
It rules all nations today. We do not have
to wait for a future Babylon to rise up. It
is already here, and, in fact, it has been
here for most of the past century. It came
to power in 1914, precisely 2,520 years
after the original Babylon became an empire (607 B.C.)
Many are still looking for a future fulfillment of Babylon, not realizing
that it has held us captive since 1914. It is
now ready to FALL, not rise up in the
future. But God blinded the eyes of most
of the people in order to judge them without their knowledge—lest they would rise
up and try to overthrow it, thereby incurring an even greater judgment.
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