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We are studying the crucifixion in Luke 
23.  We are ready for vs. 39.  (Read Luke 23:39-
43)  Many believe that because of what Jesus told 
the malefactor that rebuked the other in vs. 43 that 
both Jesus and the malefactor went to heaven 
when they died.  This was certainly not what the 
apostle Peter thought.  In Acts 2 Peter is preach-
ing to a multitude of people after the day of Pente-
cost and in verses 25-28 he quotes from Psa. 
16:8—11. (Read both passages) Then in Acts 2:31 
Peter repeats what David said applying it directly 
to Jesus Christ, “He seeing this before spake of 
the resurrection of Christ, that his soul was not 
left in hell, neither his flesh did see corrup-
tion.”  The word “hell” here is from the Greek 
hades which is translated both “hell” and “grave.”  
Obviously, the meaning of “hell” here is the 
grave.  Jesus went to the grave just as any of us do 
when we die.  Also look at what the malefactor 
said to Jesus, “Lord, remember me when thou 
comest into thy kingdom.”  The malefactor un-
derstood that Jesus was not going into His king-
dom that day, but would at some point and asked 
that Jesus remember him then.  I believe that what 
Jesus was saying was that because of the decision 
that the malefactor made that day, his request 
would be rewarded as per his request.   

(Read Luke 23:44-46)  Jesus would have 
been put on the cross at the sixth hour, i.e. noon, 
and He died at the ninth hour, or 3:00 in the after-
noon. We’re told that the sun was darkened for 
that three hour period.  I think this was not only a 

sign of Jesus dying, but it also kept the people 
from killing their Passover lamb before Christ, the 
true Passover Lamb, died.  They were to kill the 
lamb in the evening which would have been be-
tween noon and 6:00 p.m.   Luke also tells us that 
the veil in the temple was rent into two pieces. 
This was the veil that separated the Holy of Ho-
lies from the rest of the temple.  When it was rent, 
this signified that no longer was it necessary for 
the people to go through the high priest to seek 
forgiveness for their sins.  Originally God’s pres-
ence was acknowledged to be in the Holy of Ho-
lies, but as we discussed when we studied the 
book of Ezekiel, Ezekiel saw the Spirit of God 
leave the temple, so His Spirit was no longer 
there.  We’ll discuss this a little more shortly. 

(Read Luke 23:47-56)  We’re first given 
an insight into what some of the people thought 
who watched the crucifixion.  Then we’re told 
that a man named Joseph went to Pilate and 
begged the body of Jesus, took it and wrapped it 
in linen, and then laid it in a sepulcher that was 
hewn out of stone in which there had never been a 
body laid there. 

We’re told a little about Joseph here in 
that he was a counselor on the Jewish council, he 
was a good man, he was from Arimathaea and 
that he also waited for the kingdom of God.  What 
we are not told is that he was quite rich, not only 
was he a counselor, but apparently was a minister 
of mines for the Roman government, had tin 
mines in Britain, was an uncle to Mary, mother of 
Jesus, and had probably spent considerable time 
with Jesus when Jesus was a teen or young man.  
Joseph later played a major part in the spreading 
of the gospel, particularly to Britain.   

We’re told that the day that Jesus was cru-
cified was the preparation day for the feast of 
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Passover as we discussed before.  The women that 
watched the crucifixion returned to their homes to 
prepare spices and ointments to put on the body 
which was their way of preparing a body for buri-
al.  However, since the next day was the Sabbath 
and also the feast day, which would also have 
been a Sabbath, they could not carry out their mis-
sion until the next day, the first day of the week. 

(Read Luke 24:1-11)  On the first day of 
the week, the women returned to the tomb only to 
find it empty and two angels standing by who told 
them that Jesus was not there, but had risen re-
minding them of what Jesus had said in Galilee, 
that He would be crucified, but would rise on the 
third day.  They remembered and went to tell the 
eleven apostles what had happened, but  no one 
would believe them. 

(Read Luke 24:12)  Peter then went to the 
tomb to see for himself and saw the linen cloth 
that Jesus had been wrapped in, but then left still 
wondering. 

(Read Luke 24:13-35)  This story doesn’t 
need much explanation.   

(Read Luke 24:36-48) Again, Luke is con-
densing what all happened, thus leaving out sever-
al things that happened that we need to be sure we 
understand as we study the book of John and re-
member what we read in studying Matthew and 
Mark.  This does tell us something that I had not 
thought about.  Jesus says in vs. 39 that He has 
flesh and bones.  He does not mention blood.  
Does this mean that the resurrected body will not 
have blood, that which signifies life as we know it 
as mortals?  This may be one of the differences 
that we will see.  Up to this point, the apostles and 
disciples had not understood what Jesus told them 
about Himself and what was going to happen to 
Him.  Now he opens their understanding so that 
they not only were able to understand what He 
had said about Himself, but also what the proph-
ets had said about him as well. 

(Read Luke 24:49-53)  Jesus told the dis-
ciples to wait in Jerusalem until they received 
power from on high and the led them out to Beth-
any and there ascended into heaven.   

I want to take a little time to show the 
comparison of the laws governing the Passover 
Feast and what Jesus did in fulfillment of those 
laws: 

The lamb was to be chosen on the tenth day of 
the first month. 

(Read John 11:47-52)  Jesus was selected by 
the high priest to be killed—the true 
Lamb. 

 The lamb was to be without blemish 
(Read I Peter 2:21, 22) Jesus was not guilty of 

any sin. 
The lamb was to be killed on the evening of 

the 14th day of the 1st month. 
(Read Luke 23:44-46)  Jesus died on the even-

ing of the 14th day of the 1st month. 
The lamb was to be completely eaten. 
(Read Luke 22:19,20)  All Christians partak-

ing of the communion supper figuratively 
eat of the true Lamb—to be completely 
eaten, i.e. Christ in you. 

Only those who were circumcised (native or 
stranger) could eat of the lamb. 

(Read I Cor. 11:27-29) 
No bone was to be broken. 
(Read John 19:31-33)  None of Jesus’ bones 

were broken.    
 There is more comparison when we con-
sider that the Passover had also become a harvest 
feast.  We’ll make those comparisons a little later 
in our study.  

Before we begin our study of the book 
John, I would like to at least briefly discuss a cou-
ple of points.   First, I made the statement, “It is 
important that we understand that it was the chief 
priests and scribes who had their soldiers carry 
out the crucifixion.”  It has been an argument for 
centuries as to who was actually responsible for 
the crucifixion, the Jews or the Romans.  In the 
law, any sacrifice for sin had to be offered by the 
priesthood.  Christ’s crucifixion being the final 
sacrifice for sin that needed to be offered, it had to 
be done by the priesthood, specifically the high 
priest.  (Read John 19:13-18)  The thing that the 
priests failed to do was to apply the blood of the 
sacrifice to the altar of the sanctuary, but we also 
see that the veil of the temple was rent in two at 
the death of Christ.  So it lays to each of us to ap-
ply the blood of Christ to our heart-altars in our 
temples.  (Read I Cor. 3:16)  Doing so relieves us 
of our liability of our sin.   

The second subject concerns the presence 

of God’s Spirit in the temple.  I said, “Originally 

God’s presence was acknowledged to be in the 

Holy of Holies, but as we discussed when we 

studied the book of Ezekiel, Ezekiel in a vision 
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saw the Spirit of God leave the temple, so His 

Spirit was no longer there.”  In Ezekiel 11:22-23 

Ezekiel says, “Then did the cherubims lift up 

their wings, and the wheels beside them; and 

the glory of the God of Israel was over them 

above.  And the glory of the LORD went up 

from the midst of the city, and stood upon the 

mountain which is on the east side of the city.” 

Ezekiel is seeing a vision that prophesied of the 

Spirit of God leaving the temple thus leaving the 

temple and the city of Jerusalem open for Nebu-

chadnezzar to take and destroy the city, which he 

did.  Though Scripture does not tell us where the 

Ark of the Covenant and the Mercy Seat went, it 

is thought by many that Jeremiah took custody of 

these items which represented God’s presence in 

the temple.  So Ezekiel saw the Glory of God, or I 

think we can say the Spirit of God, leave the tem-

ple and the Ark and the Mercy Seat disappeared 

which represented God’s presence.  Though a new 

temple was built by Nehemiah and Ezra, neither 

the Ark and Mercy Seat and the Spirit of God re-

turned to the new temple as it did in the tabernacle 

and Solomon’s temple.  The transition from the 

earthly temple made of wood and stones to the 

heart temple in each of us was begun, or the tran-

sition from the Old Covenant to the New Cove-

nant which ever way we want to look at it.  

Though God had not inhabited the new temple, 

the rituals including sin sacrifices had continued 

up to Christ’s day, but with the death, or sacrifice, 

or Christ for the sins of the whole world, the 

blood of the sacrifice was to then be applied to the 

altars of our hearts in the new temple of our bod-

ies.  Keep in mind Leviticus 17:11, “For the life 

of the flesh is in the blood: and I have given it 

to you upon the altar to make an atonement for 

your souls: for it is the blood that maketh an 

atonement for the soul.” So we need to think 

literally of the life of Christ when we think of His 

blood and apply His life to ours, i.e. let Christ be 

seen in us.  JRL 

A STUDY OF THE BOOK OF  

JOHN 

  (Read John 1:1-5) Dr. Bullinger 
also has an interesting note on this first verse, “In 
the beginning. Gr . En arche.  Occurs four times in the 
N.T. The context will always supply the dependent word 
(where it is not expressed)’  Here, and vs. 2, supply ‘[of the 
aions=ages];’ for the Logos then ‘was’, and the aions were 
prepared by Him (Heb. 1:2; 11:3).  In Acts 11:15 supply 
‘[of our ministry (2:4)].  In Phil. 4:15 supply ‘[the procla-
mation of] the Gospel’. 

Denominations that deny the virgin birth 
and the divinity of Jesus Christ have rewritten 
these verses in their own denominational transla-
tions.  The “Word” (Logos) obviously refers to 
Jesus Christ.  This is not saying that the Word had 
a beginning, but rather in the beginning of crea-
tion, or as Dr. Bullinger puts it, the ages, the 
Word already existed.  John then goes on to tell us 
that the Word, or Jesus and God are one.  A little 
later in John 10:30, Jesus is quoted as saying, “I 
and my Father are one.”  The oneness of Jesus 
and the Father was recognized by Moses in the 
Old Testament.  Exodus 15:2 says, The LORD is 
my strength and song, and he is become my 
salvation: he is my God.” The word “LORD” is 
from the Hebrew Y ahweh and the word 
“salvation” is from the Hebrew Y eshusah, the 
same as Jesus. This could lead to several ques-
tions.  For example, How could Jesus and the Fa-
ther be one and the same?  Those who promote 
the doctrine of the Trinity, at least as I hear them, 
claim that Jesus, the Father, and the Holy Spirit 
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are all separate entities, yet part of the same God-
head.  To believe this, I feel you would have to 
add a number of other entities as they also ap-
peared to different individuals, all of whom felt 
they were in the presence of God the Father,  such 
as the burning bush to Moses, the man to Abra-
ham, and also the wrestler to Jacob, the pillar of 
fire to the Israelites, and also the cloud over the 
tabernacle, etc.  I believe that Jesus was a mani-
festation of God the Father, just as all of these 
things were manifestations.  God the Father mani-
fests Himself in these different ways to accom-
plish His purpose.  In the case of Jesus, He first 
manifested Himself as the sperm that completed 
the conception in Mary’s womb, thus Jesus could 
be called the Son of God.  None of these manifes-
tations that I have mentioned take away from or 
add to the Father though they are very real for the 
time period that they are needed.  I believe it is 
the same with Jesus.  The difference is the length 
of time of the need of the manifestation.  In the 
case with Jesus, I Cor. 15:28 tells us, “And when 
all things shall be subdued unto him (Christ), 
then shall the Son also himself be subject unto 
him that put all things under him, that God 
may be all in all.”  The Son is very real, serves a 
very real purpose, appears as an independent enti-
ty from the Father, yet He Himself is really God 
manifested in the flesh.  He is the Creator, nothing 
was made or created that He did not make or cre-
ate.  In Him was life.  When man was “created, 
God breathed into his nostrils and man became a 
living soul.  Yet there is still a greater life in 
which there is no death, of which only Jesus has 
tasted as a man, but through His crucifixion and 
resurrection, we can look forward to the same.  
The principle of the sin sacrifices was “life for 
life.”  Paul tells us in Romans 6:23, “For the 
wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is 
eternal (age-lasting) life through Jesus Christ our 
Lord.”  I.e. He gave His life for ours, not this 
mortal life, but eternal life.  His resurrection 
shows us the way to that life. 

Vs. 4 says “In him was life.”  We look at 
this as the fountain of life.  I John 5:11,12 says, 
“And this is the record, that God hath given to 
us eternal life, and this life is in his Son.  He 
that hath the Son hath life: and he that hath 
not the Son of God hath not life.”  A marginal 
note on that last word say literally, the life.  Vs. 4 
continues “and the life was the light of men.”  

Notice it does not say “a light”, but rather “the 
light.”  The Greek word translated light is phos.  
An appendix in the Companion Bible says of 
phos—“light (underived and absolute); the oppo-
site of darkness.  Used therefore specially of 
God.”    

The word “comprehended” in vs. 5 is from 
the Greek katalambano and means overcame or 
overpowered (Him not).   
 (Read John 1:6-9)  Note in vs. 7 the 
phrase, “that all men through him might be-
lieve.” The word “men” was added by the transla-
tors.  I had a friend that once he realized that 
Scripture teaches that ultimately all people would 
be justified from their sins, he started going 
through the Scriptures looking to find every time 
that the word “all” was used to refer to those who 
would ultimately be justified, he was amazed at 
how long his list got.  When he showed it to me I 
was equally amazed.  To understand how this will 
happen we have to understand the two resurrec-
tions, the Great White Throne, and the lake of 
fire.  But we need to remember Isaiah’s prophecy 
in Isa. 45:22, 23,  “Look unto me, and be ye 
saved, all the ends of the earth: for I am God, 
and there is none else.  I have sworn by myself, 
the word is gone out of my mouth in righteous-
ness, and shall not return, That unto me every 
knee shall bow, every tongue shall swear.”  Vs. 
9 of John 1 adds to  the same thought . 
 We will begin with John 1:10 in our next 
lesson.  JRL 
 

We at  Kingdom Seekers Ministry  hold  
Thanksgiving 

To be the greatest of all of our American 
holidays.  We thank God for each of you 
faithful readers,  for your prayers, and your  
faithful support.  May God bless each one!!! 
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A STUDY OF  

SALVATION 

 While “salvation” seems to be the goal of 
most denominations and individual Christians, I 
believe that it is very seldom understood in it’s 
fullness.  The object of salvation for most people 
is to go to heaven when one dies.  How one 
achieves this “salvation” varies somewhat from 
denomination to denomination and individual to 
individual.  But most assume that they have at-
tained to it, at least I have never been to a funeral 
where the one doing the speaking ever indicated 
otherwise.  I have had people ask me, “Are you 
saved?”  It usually happens in a place or situation 
where time or circumstances do not allow me to 
go into a full answer.  I always want to answer 
with a couple of questions of my own such as, 
saved from what? and saved to what? and ask for 
Biblical proof of their answers.   I would like to 
take a serious look at the subject in this article and 
answer these questions by determining just what 
God’s Word has to say about it.   
 The apostle Paul, in the Book of Romans 
had a great deal to say about it, so I would like to 
go there for the most part to see what he had to 
say.  Let’s begin with Rom. 6:23, “For the wages 
of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord.”  So that we 
understand the definition of sin, turn to I John 3:4, 
“Whosoever committeth sin transgresseth also 
the law: for sin is the transgression of the law.”  
The law spoken of here is the Ten Command-
ments as given in Exodus 20:3-17 and the expan-
sion of it that we find in Exodus through Deuter-
onomy.  For purposes of this article we are not 
considering the Judgments or the Ordinances 
(temple and worship laws) so far as we as individ-
uals are concerned.  We are talking about the laws 
that deal with our relationship with each other and 
with ourselves.   
 Death, here in Rom. 6:23 is not our mortal 
death.  Rom. 5:12, when interpreted properly tells 
us that our mortal death is inherited from Adam 
because of his sin.  Rather I believe that this death 
refers to the second death as described in Rev. 
20:14-15, “And death and hell were cast into 
the lake of fire.  This is the second death.  And 
whosoever was not found written in the book 
of life was cast into the lake of fire.”  Rev. 20:6 

says, “Blessed and holy is he that hath part in 
the first resurrection: on such the second death 
hath no power, but they shall be priests of God 
and of Christ, and shall reign with him a thou-
sand years.”  Based on these verses, I would say 
that the second death is what we will be saved 
from.   
 The argument will probably be made that 
the “second death”, being cast into to the lake of 
fire is the same thing as what most people believe 
to be  hell.  My response is the English word 
“hell”, as used in the New Testament, is derived 
from three Greek words, “hades”, “Gehenna”, and 
“Tartarus”.  Hades, according to Young’s Analyti-
cal Concordance means “the unseen world” and 
has basically the same definition as the Hebrew 
word “sheol” which is translated “hell” in the Old 
Testament.  Hades is translated grave once and 
hell 10 times in the New Testament while sheol is 
translated grave 31 times and hell 31 times and pit 
3 times in  the Old Testament.  In Acts 2:31 Peter 
after recalling a prophecy of David concerning 
Christ’s resurrection, tells us “He (David) seeing 
this before spake of the resurrection of Christ, 
that his soul was not left in hell, neither his 
flesh did see corruption.”  Clearly I believe that 
this is a clear reference to the grave, as I believe 
all the other translations of the word “hades” to 
“hell” do.  
 The word Gehenna is clearly a reference 
to a place, the Valley of the Son of Hinnom.  In 
Old Testament times this was the place where the 
Israelites sacrificed their sons  by fire to  Baal.  In 
New Testament times it was the city dump for the 
city of Jerusalem.  Read Jeremiah 18 and 19.  This 
was clearly a place where judgment was pro-
nounced on Judah.  It’s use is more a reference to 
judgment than to a lake of fire.   
 Tartarus only appears in Scripture one 
time in II Peter2:4.  It was a mythical place deep 
in the earth according to Greek mythology.  Peter 
is using it as the place where God is holding, until 
the judgment, the angels that sinned by leaving 
their habitation and coming to the earth.  Peter is 
using the term almost as tongue in cheek as he 
doesn’t know where it is nor where the sinful an-
gels are.  Again nothing said about a lake of fire.  
 I believe we have to look at the lake of fire 
as a condition of judgment not a place , but I be-
lieve that judgment will be in accordance with 
God’s laws since God says that He changes not.  
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No where in Scripture do we find, as part of 
God’s judgment, torture by fire.  Rather we need 
to understand that God refers to Himself as fire 
and His law as fire. (Deut. 33:10 and Dan. 7:10) 
We also need to understand that God’s law is re-
storative in nature, not destructive.  There is much 
more to consider when studying what the lake of 
fire is, but for now I think that we can look at it as 
constructive, not destructive. 
 Let us look at what we are saved to as this 
is the exciting part of the story.  To begin, we 
have no idea what all God has prepared.  Paul, in I 
Cor. 2:9, quoting from Isaiah, says, “But as it is 
written, Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, nei-
ther have entered into the heart of man, the 
things which God hath prepared for them that 
love Him.”  However there are some things that 
are spelled out.  John 3:16 tells us, “For God so 
loved the world, that he gave his only begotten 
Son, that whosoever believeth in him should 

not perish, but have everlasting life.” The word 

“perish” is from the Greek appolumi and means 

“to loose, loose away, destroy.”I believe this is 
referencing the Kingdom of God. One who does 
not believe is loosed away from it, resulting in 
ultimately being cast into the lake of fire.  But for 
the believer, the promise is everlasting life.  I do 
not believe that this is a reference to perpetuity, 
though I believe that ultimately believers will live 
into perpetuity.   What this is referring to is a spe-

cific age.  The word “everlasting” is from the 

Greek aionios which means “age lasting.”The age 
that this verse is talking about is the one thousand 

years spoken of in Rev. 20:4-6.  “And I saw 
thrones, and they sat upon them, and judgment 
was given unto them: and I saw the souls of 
them that were beheaded for the witness of Je-
sus, and for the word of God, and had not wor-
shiped the beast, neither his image, neither had 
received his mark upon their foreheads,  or in 
their hands; and they reigned with Christ a 
thousand years.  But the rest of the dead lived 
not again until the thousand years were fin-
ished.  This is the first resurrection.  Blessed 
and holy is he that hath part in the first resur-
rection: on such the second death hath no pow-
er, but they shall be priests of God and of 
Christ, and shall reign with him a thousand 
years.  I do not believe that all Chr istians will 
qualify to be in this first resurrection, but this 

should be the goal that we all should strive for.  
There will be Christians at the Great White 
Throne of Judgment who have not qualified for 
the first resurrection, but will not be cast into the 
lake of fire because their name is written in the 
book of life.  I believe this is the reason that the 
other book, the book of life is opened at the judg-
ment.  (Rev. 20:12) 

 Rom. l4:13 says, “For the promise, that 
he should be the heir of the world, was not to 
Abraham, or to his seed, through the law, but 

through the righteousness of faith.”This is ref-
erencing the promises made to Abraham in Gen. 
12 through 22.  If one studies them he would see 
that these are all promises that together promise a 
kingdom with rulers, land, people, the necessary 
elements of a kingdom.  Rom. 4:13 tells us that 
that kingdom will be the world.  But it was be-

cause of Abraham’s  faith that these promises 
were established as unconditional promises.  
Likewise it is by faith, believing, that we can 

share these promises.  Rev. 21:7 tells us, “He that 
overcometh shall inherit all things, and I will 

be his God, and he shall be my son.”To under-
stand what we must overcome  we need to look at 
the letters John was to write to the seven church-

es, Rev. 2-3.  These include, “refusing to hear 
God thus giving rise to Nicolaitanism (conquering 
the laity or lording it over the common people); 
tribulation; doctrine of Nicolaitanism and the doc-
trine of Balaam; Jezebellion submission to the 
state of Nicolaitanism; the deception of believing 
justification is by works; holding fast to the gos-
pel; spiritual blindness, nakedness of unrighteous-
ness, and poverty of faith.  We have dealt with 
these things in our study of Revelation. 
 As it was with Abraham, so it is with us, 
faith or belief  is what determines our position in 
the kingdom.  I have got ahead of myself here.  
Let me back up and cover some basics before I 
mislead anyone.  I look at salvation as having 
three parts, justification, sanctification, and glori-
fication .  Let us first look at justification.   

 Paul’s argument in Romans 5 is that sin 
entered into the world when Adam disobeyed God 
concerning the eating of the forbidden fruit.  Be-
cause, as we have said, the wages of sin is death, 
Adam became mortal, i.e. he became subject to 
mortal death.  Man then inherited that mortality 
from Adam.  Because we are then mortals, Paul 
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says that we sin.  God, knowing what was going 
happen provided a remedy long before Adam 
sinned. God requires a a blood sacrifice, or the 
life of the one doing the sinning.  In the law, if 
someone kills another person, the person doing 
the killing has to himself be killed.  To understand 

this better turn to Lev. 17:11.  “For the life of the 
flesh is in the blood: and I have given it to you 
upon the altar to make an atonement for your 
souls: for it is the blood that maketh an atone-

ment for the soul.” God equates blood with life 
or soul. Under the Old Covenant God allowed 
man to use the blood or life of certain animals to 
satisfy this requirement of the blood or life sacri-
fice.  But man began to worship the altar, the tem-
ple or the ritual itself instead of God.    
 This is where Jesus Christ, the only begot-
ten Son of God enters into our history.  The Old 

Covenant was weak in that there was an “if” in it 
that made it conditional on the obedience of man.  
God made a New Covenant that He made totally 
unconditional.  Hebrews 8:8-12, quoting from Jer-
emiah 31 gives us the text of the New Covenant, 

“Behold, the days come, saith the LORD, when I 
will make a new covenant with the house  of 
Israel and with the house of Judah:  Not ac-
cording to the covenant that I made with their 
fathers in the day when I took them by the 
hand to lead them out of the land of Egypt; be-
cause they continued not in my covenant, and I 
regarded them not, saith the LORD.  For this is 
the covenant that I will make with the house of 
Israel after those days, saith the LORD; I will 
put my laws into their mind, and write them in 
their hearts and I will be to them a God and 
they shall be to me a people.  And they shall 
not teach every man his neighbor, and every 
man his brother,  saying, know the LORD: for 
all shall know me, from the least to the great-
est.  For I will be merciful to their unrighteous-
ness, and their sins and their iniquities will I 

remember no  more.” 

 Romans 4:22-25, speaking of Abraham’s 
faith being fully persuaded that God could and 
would do what He said He would do, then says, 

“And therefore it was imputed to him for right-
eousness.  Now it was not written for his sake 
alone, that it was imputed to him; But for us 
also, to whom it shall be imputed, if we believe 
on him that raised up Jesus our Lord from the 

dead; Who was delivered for our offences, and 

was raised again for our justification.”The 
word impute is a bookkeeping term meaning to 
reckon or literally to put on the books, in this case 
the book of life.  To be in the presence of God, 
one must be totally righteous.  We all know that 

none of us qualify.  In vs. 17 we’re told how we 
do qualify.  God calls us righteous even though 
we are not because He looks at the righteousness 
of Christ instead of our unrighteousness if we 
have the faith to accept that Christ died for our 
offences and was raised for our justification.  

Rom. 5:1-2 says, “Therefore being justified by 
faith, we have peace with God through our 
Lord Jesus Christ: By whom also we have ac-
cess by faith into this grace wherein we stand, 

and rejoice in hope of the glory of God.”  Grace 
is defined as unmerited favor.  A good way to un-
derstand it is if we commit a crime, are brought 
before a judge who renders our sentence and we 
serve the sentence or for whatever reason are par-
doned, we are then under grace.  Until then we are 
under the law.  We are all guilty of sin,  but Jesus 
Christ took on our responsibility for our sin and 
paid the blood sacrifice, or His life, to meet the 

requirement of God’s law for our sin.  Once we 
accept the gift of His sacrifice for us, we are then 
justified.  It is totally free gift, it cannot be taken 
from us.  The apostle Paul says in Romans 8:38-

39, “For I am persuaded, that neither death, 
not life, nor angels, not principalities, nor pow-
ers, not things present, nor things to come, nor 
height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall 
be able to separate us from the love of God, 

which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.” 
 Sanctification means to be set apart.  God 
through His Holy Spirit does the sanctifying, but 
to be sanctified might be easier understood 
through another process known as 

“adoption.”This is not exactly the same as adop-
tion as we know it today.  Gal. 4:1-6 explains, 

“Now I say, That the heir, as long as he is a 
child, differeth nothing from a servant, though 
he be lord of all; But is under tutors and gover-
nors until the time appointed of the father.  
Even so we, when we were children, were in 
bondage under the elements of the world: But 
when the fullness of the time was come, God 
sent forth his Son, made of a woman, made un-
der the law, that we might receive the adoption 
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of sons.  And because ye are sons, God hath 
sent forth the Spirit of his Son into your hearts, 

crying Abba, Father” 
 Sanctification is the maturing process as a 
Christian just as  striving for adoption is as we see 
in this Scripture.  We are all at different levels as 
we strive for a higher level just as we do in our 
every day lives concerning our jobs, our home, 
our education, etc.  I believe that the rewards God 
has planned for us are degrees of responsibility  
the Kingdom.  The more we accept responsibility 
for our responsibility to God  here in this life, the 
greater the degree of responsibility will be our 
reward.  However we need to keep in mind that it 
is God that the does the sanctifying, not some-
thing that we do or determine ourselves.  Our job 
is to work toward it, not to judge whether or not 
we have attained it.  As each of us have different 
abilities and levels of intelligence that help us at-
tain to different levels in this life, I believe that 
God will not judge us on what we have attained 
but rather how well we have used our abilities and 
intelligence in this life.  
 Glorification is the ultimate culmination of 
justification and sanctification.  I believe that for 
those who have been sanctified, this occurs at the 
first resurrection.  For others who have their name 

written in the Lamb’s book of life only Glorifica-
tion would occur at the Great White Throne of 
Judgment.   
 It is prudent for us as Christians to strive 
to be a part of that first resurrection.  However I 
do not want to confuse anyone.  Striving for sanc-
tification  is not salvation by works.  Paul in his 

letter to the Philippians in 2:12 says, “Wherefore, 
my beloved, as ye have always obeyed, not as in 
my presence only, but now much more in my 
absence, work out your own salvation with fear 

and trembling.”Note he is not saying work for 
your salvation, but rather work out your salvation.  
He is  saying the same thing that we have said 
above.  You have been freely justified through our 

Lord Jesus Christ, so work to perfect your salva-
tion through obedience and love.  JRL 
 
Whoso loveth instruction loveth knowledge: but 
he that hateth reproof is brutish. Prov. 12:1 

 

A false balance is abomination to the LORD: but a 
just weight is his delight.  Prov. 11:1 

 
He becometh poor that dealeth with a slack hand: 
but the hand of the diligent maketh rich.  Prov. 10:4 

 

Hatred stirreth up strifes: but love covereth all 
sins.   Prov . 10-:12 

 
Hear instruction, and be wise, and refuse it not.  
Prov. 8:33 


