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JOHN 

Issue 1902 

We were looking at John 6 in our last is-
sue and were ready for verse 34.  (Read John 6:34
-40)  Jesus was explaining that He was the true 
bread from heaven, however the people did not 
understand what he meant.  Being confused they 
said to Him, “Lord, evermore give us this 
bread.”  Jesus then makes it clear saying, “I am 
the bread of life: he that cometh to me shall 
never hunger; and he that believeth on me 
shall never thirst.”  Jesus then tells them that 
they have seen the true bread, in response to ask-
ing for a sign like the manna of Moses’ time, but 
they don’t believe.   

Then He says something that is difficult to 
understand.  In John 3:16 John says, “that who-
soever believeth in him should not perish” 
which kind of infers that it is man’s decision as to 
whether he believes in Christ or not.  But here in 
vs. 37 Jesus says, “All that the Father giveth me 
shall come to me; and him that cometh to me I 
will in no wise cast out.”  This doesn’t sound like 
foreknowledge, but rather that it is God that does 
the deciding.  Note also that He says that all that 
the Father gives to Him “shall” come to Him.  It 
doesn’t sound like “free will.”  As I said, this is 
difficult to accept and understand.  But we are go-
ing to see more of this type of saying and thinking 
as we continue our studies.  Jesus goes on to say 
that He is not even working in His own will, but 
to do the will of He who sent Him.   

Jesus then says that this is the Father’s 
will, “that of all which he hath given me I 
should lose nothing.”  This references back to 

the fact that the disciples picked up twelve baskets 
of food that was left over from the five barley 
loaves and two fish.  They did not lose anything.  
Then He says “but should raise it up again at 
the last day.”  “At the last day” is an expression 
found only in the book of John where it appears 
five times.  Dr. Bullinger gives this note in the 
Companion Bible, “It refers to the coming of 
Messiah, and was used idiomatically for “the age 
to come”, at the end of that dispensation.”  It does 
not mean that there is going to be an end of the 
world, but rather the end of the age.  As we have 
said before, it could have happened at that time 
had the Jews repented and accepted Jesus as their 
King, but we are still looking for that day, the end 
of the age we are now living in.  The Bible is 
clear that there will be at least a couple of ages to 
follow. 

(Read John 6:41-58)  The Jews, not under-
standing what Jesus was saying took issue among 
themselves with Jesus saying that He came down 
from heaven.  They knew Mary and Joseph and 
knew that Jesus had grown up as their son, so how 
could He claim to have come down from heaven.     

Vs. 44 expands some on vs. 37, “No man 
can come to me except the Father which hath 
sent me draw him: and I will raise him up at 
the last day.”  Again, though we may feel like we 
are exercising our will, very clearly no one comes 
to Christ except the Father draw him.  We touched 
briefly on the sovereignty of God in our last les-
son.  It is something that we will be spending 
quite a bit of time on in Paul’s writings, but this is 
a good beginning.  I believe it brings up questions 
that Paul does a good job of answering.  We need 
to understand that God has a plan and that plan 
calls for things that we might think are unfair 
which is why I believe it is so important to see 
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and understand the whole picture. 
Vs. 37 defines those that are drawn by the 

Father as “all” that the Father giveth.  The                           
phrase, “And they shall be all taught of God” 
refers to those that are drawn to Him in vs. 44.   

Keep in mind also that the word 
“everlasting” means age-lasting and I believe re-
fers to the age or the 1000 years in which the 
overcomers will be ruling and reigning with 
Christ following the first resurrection. 

Eating Jesus’ flesh and drinking His blood 
are figures of speech known as a Synecdoche or 
Transfer.  In this case it is when a part is put for 
the whole (the whole body or person.) I.e. the 
flesh is put for the whole body.   

Eating and drinking as in vs. 53 and 54 to 
the Hebrews was equivalent of enjoyment and 
would have been looked at the way we have it 
presented in these two verses. Even today we of-
ten speak of eating or drinking when we mean 
enjoying such as “I ate up everything he said” or 
“I ate up his character” in reference to a movie we 
saw for example.   If we compare vs. 47 and 48 
with vs. 53 and 54 I think we can say that eating 
the flesh and drinking the blood is the equivalent 
of believing on Him.   

(Read John 6:59-65)  These words both-
ered many of the disciples who had been follow-
ing Jesus.  They felt them too hard to understand. 
If I understand this myself, Jesus asks if what He 
said offended them, in effect telling them that if 
this offended you, what are you going to do if and 
when you see the Son of man ascend up to where 
He was before?   

As I understand vs. 63, Jesus is saying that 
without the spirit, i.e. the breath of life, the body 
is dead, it does not function.  Consider Jesus’ 
words as spirit, they are life, not only in this life, 
but more especially the life to come.  Still there 
were some there that did not believe Him, but 
John says He knew from the beginning who 
would not believe Him and who would betray 
Him.  This was the reason that He said “that no 
man can come unto me, except it were given 
unto him of my Father.”   

(Read John 6:66-71)  Many of the disci-
ples who had been following Christ fell away af-
ter hearing the words that Jesus had been teaching 
in the synagogue in Capernaum.  Jesus asked the 
twelve if they were going to go away also, but 
Peter gave Him the right answer: “Lord, to 

whom shall we go? Thou hast the words of 
eternal life.  And we believe and are sure that 
thou art that Christ, the Son of the living God”  
This applied to the 11, but Jesus knew the heart of 
Judas who would ultimately betray Him. 

Chapter 7 is commentary on the fifth sign, 
Jesus walking on the water.  (Read John 7:1-9)  
The area of Galilee was part of the inheritance of 
the tribe of Benjamin, so though the tribe of Ben-
jamin was a part of the kingdom of Judah, they 
apparently stayed in their own area for the most 
part.  With the possible exception of Judas Iscari-
ot, all of the apostles were apparently Benja-
minites.  Benjamin was known as the light tribe 
because when the kingdom of Israel was divided 
after Solomon’s death, God said that He would 
give one tribe to king Rehoboam of Judah that the 
king might have a light before Him in Jerusalem.  
(Read I Kings 11:36)  This is probably why Jesus 
felt safe in Galilee when the Jews continually 
sought to kill Him. 

His brethren here refers to His half-
brothers I believe.  Though some of them became 
very loyal followers of Jesus, at this time they still 
did not believe in Him.  The Feast of Tabernacles 
was the primary feast of the fall feasts and im-
portant days that started with the Feast of Trum-
pets followed by the Day of Atonement and then 
Tabernacles.  It was one of the three Feasts that 
God required all the men of Israel to participate 
in, so it seems a little strange that Jesus declined 
to go.  Saying that His time was not yet come tells 
us that God’s plan is worked out in detail.   

(Read John 7:10-13)  The Jews were ex-
pecting Him to be at the Feast and were actively 
trying to seek Him out.  There was considerable 
discussion among the people, though not publicly, 
wondering who He actually was. 

(Read John 7:14-32)  Jesus’ coming in the 
middle of the Feast compares to His coming to the 
boat that the disciples were in in the middle of the 
Sea of Galilee.  I believe it is also prophetic of 
Jesus second coming.   We have discussed before 
that Jesus’ first advent was at the time of the 
spring feasts which He fulfilled, Passover and 
Pentecost.  The fall feasts then would probably be 
the timing of His second advent and based on 
what takes place in this story, the middle of the 
feast may be when He appears.  Though John 
doesn’t record Peter going out to meet Jesus on 
the water as Matthew reported, in the second 
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coming Peter’s going out to meet Jesus represents 
the overcomers going out to meet the King.    

We’re not told much about any ceremo-
nies that were to be a part of Tabernacles with the 
exception that the first and eighth days were to be 
Sabbaths, or Holy Days.  While the Feast of 
Trumpets speaks of resurrection and the Day of 
Atonement was to be a day of reflection, the Feast 
of Tabernacles was generally to be a celebration 
and time of thanksgiving. 

As Jesus taught, the people were amazed 
at His knowledge as He had not studied under the 
priests.  But Jesus’ answer was that if a person 
was doing the will of God he or she would know 
whether His teaching was of God or of Himself.  
A man who seeks his own glory speaks of him-
self.  Jesus was seeking the glory of He who sent 
Him.  He needles the Jews often with remarks 
such as vs. 19, “Did not Moses give you the law, 
and yet none of you keepeth the law?”  They 
prided themselves on supposedly following Mo-
ses, so this was an insult.  But if they did not keep 
the law, why were they trying to find fault in Him 
so that they could kill Him?  The people respond-
ed saying He was crazy and asked who was trying 
to kill Him?  It may not have been known by the 
general population what the leaders of the people 
were trying to do, but word was beginning to get-
ting out.  The last time He was in Jerusalem He 
had healed a man on the Sabbath which the lead-
ers considered grounds to kill Him.  He first says 
that Moses gave them the ritual of circumcision.  
However He acknowledges that this didn’t come 
from Moses but rather the fathers.  Circumcision 
was instituted by God with Abraham.  It had been 
neglected until the people were ready to cross the 
Jordan to invade the land of Canaan when God 
caused them to stop and instructed Moses to have 
the ritual carried out before they crossed, which 
he did.  But the point here is that they saw no 
problem circumcising a man on the Sabbath, but 
thought healing a lame man was a sin.  Jesus tells 
them in vs. 24, “Judge not according to the ap-
pearance, but judge righteous judgment.”  The 
people were confused.  Jesus was making sense to 
them, yet the leaders were trying to kill Him.  But 
His time was not yet that He should be crucified, 
so try as they might, they were unable to actually 
lay hands on Him.   

(Read John 7:32-36)  The Pharisees and 
chief priests sent officers to take Him captive. 

They heard Jesus say that “Yet a little while am I 
with you, and then I go unto him that sent me.  
Ye shall seek me, and shall not find me: and 
where I am, thither ye cannot come.”  This 
caused further confusion among the people.  I find 
it interesting that they asked among themselves if 
He would go to the dispersed among the Gentiles, 
or nations.  I believe this refers to the Israelites of 
the Assyrian captivity who were not allowed to 
return to their homeland.  Christ speaks of them as 
the lost sheep of the house of Israel.  These people 
apparently knew where they were.   

(Read John 7:37-44) Finally on the last 
day of Tabernacles, Jesus stood up and paraphras-
ing from the prophets said, “If any man thirst, 
let him come unto me, and drink.  He that be-
lieveth on me, as the scripture hath said, out of 
his belly shall flow rivers of living water.”  He 
was speaking of the Holy Spirit.  The people ap-
parently felt they were in the presence of some-
thing divine, but didn’t know what.  Some said 
“that Prophet” and some said Christ.  But since 
they thought He came from Galilee, nothing in 
Scripture indicated that Christ would come from 
Galilee, so they were in a quandary as to who He 
really was.   

(Read John7:45-53)  The officers that 
were sent out to arrest Jesus heard what Jesus 
said, but couldn’t bring themselves to arrest Him.  
In answer to the Pharisees and chief priests as to 
why they didn’t arrest Him they said, “never man 
spake like this man.”  The arrogance of the Phar-
isees and chief priests really showed when they 
said “Have any of the rulers or of the Pharisees 
believed on him?  So far  as they were con-
cerned if they didn’t believe on Jesus, then it was 
ridiculous for the people to believe on Him.  They 
blamed the people’s acceptance of Jesus on their 
not knowing the law.  Even when Nicodemus 
questioned whether the law judged a man before it 
was known what He said or did, they put him 
down by telling him to search the Scriptures.  
There was no prophet prophesied to arise out of 
Galilee. 

The story we have in the first 11 verses of 
John 8 is somewhat controversial, but I believe 
that if we understand all that takes place here we 
will better understand God and His law.  (Read 
John 8:1-11)  The Jews intent was not especially 
to judge the woman, but rather to trip Jesus up on 
some point of the law so that they might condemn 
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Him and kill Him.  There are several factors that 
we need to be aware of.  First, if Jesus had con-
demned the woman and told the people to stone 
her to death, He would have been in violation of 
Roman law that required any capital offence be 
tried before Roman courts.  The Jews knew this 
and thought they had Jesus between a rock and a 
hard place, so to speak.  They wanted Jesus to 
condemn her in accordance with Leviticus 20:10, 
“And the man that committeth adultery with 
another man’s wife, even he that committeth 
adultery with his neighbour’s wife, the adulter-
er and the adulteress shall surely be put to 
death.”  If He refused to do so, they would have 
grounds to condemn Him as He would appear to 
ignore the law.  But there was a problem here that 
the scribes and Pharisees themselves caused.  This 
was that they only brought the woman, not the 
man who would also have been involved.  If they 
caught them in the act as they said they did, then 
why didn’t they bring the man also.   

Notice what Jesus did.  In vs. 6 we’re told 
that “Jesus stooped down, and with his finger 
wrote on the ground.”  The words “as though he 
heard them not” is not in the original texts.  Why 
and what did He write on the ground?  We need to 
read another part of the law to realize what Jesus 
was doing.  (Read Numbers 5:11-31)  What the 
priest was supposed to do in this case was to take 
the case to a higher court, the Divine Court.  In 
this case it would have been impossible to get two 
witnesses, so it really could not have been tried in 
man’s court.  But notice verse 23.  Quoting from 
the NASB translation, “The priest shall then 
write these curses on a scroll, and he shall 
wash them off into the water of bitterness.” 
These curses were written down and then blotted 
or washed from the scroll with the water of bitter-
ness and then the woman was to drink the water.  
God would then render judgment upon her.  If she 
was innocent, nothing would happen.  If she was 
guilty, we’re told her belly would swell and her 
thigh would rot.  I believe that Jesus, instead of 
judging the woman based on Lev. 20:10, took the 
case to the Divine Court.  He was writing the 
curses on the ground.  We usually assume that the 
Pharisees and scribes that brought her to Jesus 
were convicted of their own sin by the fact that 
Jesus said unto them, “He that is without sin 
among you, let him first cast a stone at her.”  
I’m sure that at least some of them became con-

victed because of this and left.  By law, the penal-
ty for adultery was being stoned to death, but the 
victim, in this case it would have been the hus-
band, was to cast the first stone.  But we have no 
mention of her husband.  I believe that as these 
Pharisees and scribes realized that Jesus was tak-
ing the case to a higher court, they became very 
uncomfortable and left one by one until none was 
left.  When they were all gone, there were no wit-
nesses, so the case had to be dismissed, which is 
what Jesus did . 

 Keep in mind that Jesus is teaching in the 
temple during the Feast of Tabernacles.  (Read 
John 8:12-18)  We have seen that Jesus has lik-
ened Himself to light, water and bread to show 
how through Him we can have age-lasting life.  
Here again He uses the example of light by saying 
“I am the light of the world.” By following this 
light one can have life (zoe).  The Pharisees, say-
ing that He is the only one that thinks so, thus be-
ing the only witness to what He says, His testimo-
ny is not true.  Remember that in the law it takes 
two witnesses to establish a true fact.  Jesus then 
explains that there are two witnesses to what He 
says, Himself and His Father.  Because He knows 
where He came from or where He will go,  i.e. 
from and  to heaven in the presence of the Father, 
He can say this.  He is not limited by man’s way 
or the way of the flesh as in vs. 15. 

(Read John 8:19-24)  The Jews then ask, 
“Where is thy Father?” Basically Jesus tells 
them that if they knew the Father they would not 
have to ask the question.  Then He tells them that 
if they knew Him, they would know the Father.  
Then He throws them another curve by telling 
them “I go my way, and ye shall seek me, and 
shall die in your sins: whither I go, ye cannot 
come.” I believe He is saying that He will go 
back to heaven and they are going to continue to 
seek after the Messiah and will die in their sins 
(i.e. die still accountable for their sins because 
they rejected Him), but where He goes they can-
not go.  The Jews try to figure out among them-
selves, but without understanding, what Jesus is 
saying to them.  Jesus then explains to them that 
they are of the world, this kosmos (the physical 
earth and all that is in it), but He is from above, 
not of this world.  He again repeats to them that 
they will die in their sins because they believe not 
that He is the Christ.   

(Read John 8: 25-30)  The Jews then ask 
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Him directly who he is.  His answer is that He is 
the same that He told them from the beginning.  
While He hasn’t said yet, “I am the Christ”, He 
has told them He is the light of life, the water of 
life, and the bread of life, but most of them have 
refused to acknowledge what He means.  He says 
that though He has many things to say and judge 
concerning these Jews, He is speaking to the 
world things that He that sent Him has told Him.  
They did not understand that He was talking about 
His Father.  So then He says that when they have 
lifted Him up, i.e. have crucified Him, they would 
then know that He is the Messiah and that He 
does nothing by Himself, but  does those things 
that His Father has taught Him.  Many believed 
on Him after hearing Him, but not the Pharisees.   

(Read John 8: 31-47)  Jesus tells those that 
believed on Him, “If ye continue in my word, 
then are ye my disciples indeed; and ye shall 
know the truth, and the truth shall make you 
free.”  I don’t know whether the “they” in vs. 33 
refers to these that John says believed on Him or 
to some of the same crowd that still refused to be-
lieve.  If it is the former, then their belief was not 
very strong, but if it is still the Pharisees and 
scribes it is possible that it could be the Edomite 
Jews that are talking since they were not part of 
the Egyptian bondage nor the Babylonian bond-
age.  Otherwise, they are forgetting their history 
in saying that they were never in bondage.  Of 
course, Jesus is talking about something else and 
tells them that being sinners, they are in bondage 
to sin, a servant to sin.  In vs. 35 I think John is 
thinking of the law of servitude. If an Israelite was 
either sold into servitude to settle a debt or sold 
himself, he could always be bought back out of 
servitude by a kinsman redeemer.  I think Jesus is 
saying here that one in servitude to sin doesn’t 
always have to remain in servitude, but the Son 
will make them free and they would be free in-
deed, i.e. could not be sold back into that servi-
tude.   

He then tells them that He knows they are 
Abraham’s seed genetically, but not spiritually 
because they are seeking to kill Him because His 
word has no place with them.  To the majority of 
the Jews, salvation was by race, not by grace.  Je-
sus tries to dispel them of this belief.  What He 
says and does, He does because He has seen it 
with His Father, but He tells these Jews that they 
are doing what they have seen of their father.  He 

is speaking metaphorically and they are trying to 
keep it genetically by saying again that Abraham 
is their father.  But Jesus tells them if they were 
Abraham’s children, they would do the works of 
Abraham and that would not be trying to kill Him.  
They then changed tactics and said they had one 
Father, even God.  Jesus told them that if this 
were so, they would love Him since He was sent 
by the Father.  He asks why they do not under-
stand what He is telling them and then says it is 
because they cannot hear His Word.   

Then continuing to speak metaphorically, 
He tells them their father is the devil.  “Devil” is 
from the Greek diabolos which means accuser or 
calumniator.  They were accusing Jesus of false-
hoods, thus Jesus is saying they were doing what 
they saw their father do.  He is not saying that 
they were descended genetically from anyone or 
anything who might be called the “devil” but ra-
ther what they were doing was the meaning of the 
word, devil.  Jesus goes on to say that he (the dev-
il) was a murderer from the beginning (beginning 
of mankind) and abode not in the truth, because 
there was no truth in him.  He is not speaking of a 
being of some kind, but rather that which is within 
each of us from Adam to us, that which tempts us 
continually. (Read I John 2:15-16)  JRL 

Paul tells us in Galatians 3:29, “And if ye 
be Christ’s then are ye Abraham’s seed, and 
heirs according to the promise.”  This is Jesus’ 
definition of Abraham’s children, one who be-
lieves on Christ, regardless of race or nationality .  
We are either Abraham’s seed or the seed of the 
devil, neither of which is speaking genetically.  
These Jews did not understand this. 

(Read John 8:48-59) They then tried to 
insult Him by calling Him a Samaritan and saying 
He had a devil.  “Devil” here is from the Greek 
daimon which means demon or shade.  By calling 
Him a Samaritan and basically telling Him He 
was crazy, they thought they could thoroughly 
dishonor Him.  But, in effect, they were dishonor-
ing the Father because Jesus honored the Father.  
He then told them in vs. 51, “Verily, verily, I say 
unto you, if a man keep my saying, he shall 
never see death.”  Because Abraham was dead 
and the prophets were dead, they wanted to know 
just who Jesus thought He was to make such a 
statement. He told them He was not honoring 
Himself by saying that because the Father that 
sent Him honored Him.  Though they claimed to 
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 I would like to present a little different 
type of article this issue from my usual.  If some-
one were to ask you what you would consider the 
responsibility of a Christian, what would your an-
swer be?  I suspect that the most common answer 
would be to witness to those who are not saved 
that they might be saved.  Yet how many actually 
do this on a daily basis?  Other answers might be 
to love God or love your neighbor.  Commenda-
ble, but again how many take this seriously?  It is 
not my intention to be condescending to anyone, 
but as you go about your daily business, how of-
ten do you see evidence of the people around us 
exhibiting Christian responsibility?  If we delve 
into what God really expects from us as Chris-
tians, it can and will be a very large subject, but I 
would like to take a little time to look at a few of 
these responsibilities, not only for the sake of our 
readers, but myself as well.  I fear that we all need 
reminders regularly.  Obviously some of us can 
and do put more emphasis on some of these re-
sponsibilities than others, but this does not relieve 
any of us to do our best to be as responsible as 
possible with what God has given us. 
 First and foremost we need to obey His 
law.  This obedience should not be thought of as a 
condition for our salvation, but rather it should be 
in the spirit of being in agreement with God as to 
how we should act.  “Thou shalt have no other 

gods before me.”  (Exodus 20:3) Almost all of us 
in one form or another are guilty of violating this 
commandment.   Money or wealth is probably the 
most common god that we put our faith in.  
Strangely enough, it seems the more we have the 
more we depend on it.  Some depend and worship 
their cars, their homes, their hobbies or a number 
of other things that we put our faith in.  There is 
nothing wrong with wealth or some of the evi-
dences of it, but what is our attitude toward it if 
we are honest with ourselves.  I have known peo-
ple who really want to do what is right, but they 
look at everything in dollars which is very obvi-
ously what is more important in their mind.   
 “Thou shalt not make unto thee any 
graven image, or any likeness of anything that 
is in heaven above, or that is in the earth be-
neath or that is in the water under the earth: 
thou shalt not bow down thyself to them nor 
serve them: for I the LORD thy God am a jeal-
ous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers up-
on the children unto the third and fourth gen-
eration of them that hate me; and shewing 
mercy unto thousands of them that love me, 
and keep my commandments.”  (Exodus 20:4-
6)  Most of us do not have any idols in our home, 
though some do.  I live close to two Indian reser-
vations.  It took me a long time before I realized 
that most everything they do has to do with their 
gods, whether it be jewelry, or blankets, or the 
dolls they create.  For many years I had some of 
these in my home.  I certainly didn’t worship 
them, but I realized that not everyone coming into 
my home knew this.  I got rid of these items.  
Many of us have what I call heart idols whether 
we realize it or not.  Sometimes it is a person.  I 
have seen this particularly in regard to people and 
their pastors.  They worship the man.  But it can 
be some inanimate object such as a car, at gun, a 
set of golf clubs, etc., or it can be animate such as 
a horse or a dog, or some figment of our imagine.  
The point is that these “idols” detract from the 
true God.    
 “Thou shalt not take the name of the 
LORD thy God in vain; for the LORD will not 
hold him guiltless that taketh His name in 
vain.”  Usually we associate this with swearing 
which is certainly bad enough, but I would sug-
gest that one who claims to be a Christian but re-
fuses to live like one is guilty of disobeying this 
commandment.  I have found that speaking clean 

CHRISTIAN 
RESPONSIBILITY 

know God Jesus told them they did not know 
Him.  They did not understand at all what Jesus 
had just told them because they did not under-
stand that there are two deaths.  Jesus was not 
talking about mortal death, but the lake of fire 
death.  We’ll learn a great deal more about this as 
we further our study. 

Then Jesus really threw them a curve ball.  
He told them in vs. 56, “Your father Abraham 
rejoiced to see my day: and he saw it, and was 
glad.”  When they questioned how He, not yet 50 
yrs. old, could have seen Abraham, He said 
“Before Abraham was, I am.”  This brought out 
the stoning crowd, but with His usual ability to 
get lost in a crowd, Jesus walked out through the 
crowd and escaped their intent to kill Him.   
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language is one of the best means of witnessing to 
others.  Certainly it is our responsibility to obey 
this commandment in both aspects. 
 “Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it 
holy.” Responsibility of keeping this command-
ment appears to be one of the hardest to do.  The 
word “holy” simply means to set apart.  The com-
mandment goes on to say that we are to do no 
work on the Sabbath.  Many people calling them-
selves Christians totally ignore this command-
ment.  This is a commandment that God gave man 
for his own benefit.  I certainly am not going to 
argue which day is the Sabbath, but the setting 
apart one day in seven to rest and meditate is cer-
tainly to man’s benefit. 
 “Honour thy father and thy mother: 
that thy days may be long upon the land which 
the LORD thy God giveth thee.”  I have heard it 
said, “my dad or my mother did not earn my hon-
our and respect.  This does not excuse one of the 
responsibility of keeping this commandment.    
 While, as I said above, most people think 
that witnessing to others verbally about salvation, 
I submit that keeping these five commandments 
does more to witness to others than most anything 
we might say.  This is our true responsibility.  
There are many other things that are our responsi-
bility, though related to these responsibilities, that 
I think are worth considering.  I don’t intend to 
present and exhaustive list, but I would like to 
mention that I believe are important.   
 Matt. 6:33 says, “But seek ye first the 
kingdom of God, and His righteousness; and 
all these things shall be added unto you.”  I 
think we have to understand that this is a three 
step process, justification, sanctification, and glo-
rification.  These words do not all mean the same 
thing though many have taken them that way.  
Justification means being justified from your sins, 
or forgiven of your sins.  This is a free gift that 
Jesus gave us through His death on the cross.  In 
effect, he took our sins on himself and paid the 
price rather than us having to do it through the 
second death.  It is not something that any of us 
can work for, steal,  or receive in any way than to 
just accept it.  This puts our name in the book of 
life.  Sanctification means being set apart. It is 
something that we have to put some effort into.  
In a way it is like getting a new job, we have to 
work at it to perfect our performance and to ad-
vance.  Sanctification is the maturing process of 

being a Christian.  We need to work at it to per-
fect our performance and to advance.  It is my be-
lief that the rewards that are spoken of are differ-
ent degrees of responsibilities that we earn 
through sanctification.  I need to point out that 
God does the sanctifying, there is no scorecard or 
checklist, it simply based on how we handle our 
responsibilities here in this life time. Glorification 
is the end result.  Rev. 20:4 helps us understand 
the seriousness of this commandment, “And I 
saw thrones, and they sat upon them, and 
judgment was given unto them: and I saw the 
souls of them that were beheaded for the wit-
ness of Jesus, and for the word of God, and 
which had not worshipped the beast; neither 
his image, neither had received his mark upon 
their foreheads, or in their hands; and they 
lived and reigned with Christ a thousand 
years.”  To reign with Him in His Kingdom 
should be our goal.  I have encountered people 
who believe they have accomplished this simply 
by their justification.  Don’t misunderstand me, 
Rev. 20:15 says, “And whosoever was not found 
written in the book of life was cast into the lake 
of fire.” There are two resurrections.  The first 
includes who will reign in God’s kingdom. 
 The everyday responsibility each of us has 
is stated in Matt. 7:12, known as the Golden Rule.  
“Therefore all things whatsoever ye would that 
men should do to you, do ye even so to them: 
for this is the law and the prophets.”  While we 
have quoted the first five of the Ten Command-
ments, the second five are embodied in this rule.  
“Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thy-
self.”  (Matt. 19:19)  Have you ever thought about 
how much we each love ourselves?  “Love” here 
is from the Greek agapao.  I like to refer to it as 
“head love” as it requires effort on our part, it 
doesn’t necessarily come naturally.  The Apostle 
Paul tells us in I Timothy 1:5, “Now the end of 
the commandment is charity out of a pure 
heart, and of a good conscience, and of faith 
unfeigned.”  “Charity” is from the Greek agape, 
nearly the same in meaning as “love” above.  A 
pure heart and good conscience is not having to 
say “I’m sorry”, i.e. if we are having to apologize 
for our own actions, how effective is our love?  I 
have often thought when I see the sign of a fish on 
a car or a door post, why do they have to post a 
sign that they are Christian?  Better it would be if 
their actions and language proved they were 
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Christian.  I am always a little suspicious when I 
see that sign based on experience. 
 Something that I do not feel can’t be ex-
pressed strongly enough is expressed by Paul in II 
Timothy 2:15, Study to shew thyself approved 
unto God, a workman that needeth not to be 
ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.”  
This is something that I am constantly encourag-
ing our grandchildren to do.  I have had people 
tell me that they don’t know where to start, the 
Bible doesn’t make sense to them, it was written a 
long time ago so how could it be relevant to our 
time, etc.  The Old Testament especially is not put 
together in chronological order so I admit that it is 
a little hard to understand.  But if one reads from 
Gen. to Kings and Chronicles the Bible is pretty 
much in chronological order.  The kings of Judah 
are the key to putting the balance of the Old Tes-
tament in order if you follow the prophets who 
tell you under which kings they prophesied.  
There are several books that are not intended to be 
in chronological order such as Psalms, Proverbs, 
Job, Lamentations, etc.  While there is sometimes 
prophecy in their writings their primary purpose is 
comfort, strength, praise, and understanding life 
and death.  If anyone has a problem with putting 
the prophets in order, please write or call us as I 
believe we can help you.   
 I was having a conversation with one of 
my grandsons recently and his question was, 
“how do you know what you hear from different 
teachers and preachers is right or not.?”  This is a 
good question as the majority of what is taught or 
preached today is more often than not lacking in 
truth.  My answer to him is that if you can get the 
complete Bible story or plan in mind, discerning 
truth from fiction pretty much comes natural.  It 
either fits into the story or plan or it doesn’t.  
Again, we would like to offer our help to anyone 
struggling with Bible study. 
 Peter tells us in I Peter 3:15, “But sanctify 
the Lord God in your heart: and be ready al-

ways to give an answer to every man that 
asketh you a reason of the hope that is in you 
with meekness and fear.”  Two things that we 
need to be aware of in this Scripture: we need to 
be living our lives so that the hope that is in us is 
evident, and we need to study so that we know the 
answers.   
 Finally we need to adhere to Romans 13:1,  
“Let every soul be subject unto the higher 
powers.  For there is no power but of God: the 
powers that be are ordained of God.”  We need 
to be aware that we as a nation are in subject to 
the force of Zionism.  I believe that every lawful 
chance we have to resist should be taken, but we 
need to be sure it is lawful such as the voting 
booth, lawful resistance such advising our leaders.  
We need to study the book of Jeremiah to see how 
we should deal with the enemy under which we 
are subject.  Remember Romans 12:19, “Dearly 
beloved, avenge not yourselves, but rather give 
place unto wrath: for it is written, ‘Vengeance 
is Mine; I will repay, saith the Lord.”  JRL 
  
 


