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 We begin this study with the 13th chapter 
of the Gospel of John this month.. 

(Read John 13:1-17)  So that we have our 
timing right, the Passover lamb was killed on the 
preparation day and eaten that night, then, the 
Passover Feast was the following day.  Vs. 1 is 
speaking of the day before the preparation day.  
Christ knew that this was the real Passover in 
which He was to be the real Passover Lamb.  He 
is having supper with His apostles.  This is not the 
Passover Feast.  This supper is commonly referred 
to as the “last supper.”  

In vs. 2, “being ended” actually refers to 
the time before the supper is eaten, it is served or 
laid out ready to eat.  Jesus arose before they 
started eating and began to wash the disciple’s 
feet, something that would normally be done by a 
bond-servant.  When He got to Simon Peter, Pe-
ter, knowing how inappropriate this was, express-
es his surprise and indignation.  The pronouns 
“thou” and “my” are emphatic.  “Jesus an-
swered and said unto him, ‘What I do thou 
knowest not now; but thou shalt know hereaf-
ter.”   “Knowest” and “know” are not from the 
same Greek words.  Basically Christ is telling Pe-
ter that at present, you are not going to understand 
what I am doing, but later you will have full 
knowledge of it.  He wasn’t talking about the art 
of washing someone’s feet.  He is speaking of the 
meaning of what He is doing, not necessarily His 
literal act.  Unfortunately, men are always looking 
for something they can do physically to worship 
God rather than develop a heart response to God.  

There are those today who practice the ritual of 
foot washing, but a ritual is not what Christ in-
tended by this example.  It was almost 400 years 
later before this ritual came into being.  What Je-
sus wants from us is an humbleness before Him 
and those we come in contact with. 

At this point, Peter did not understand this 
at all.  He told Jesus that he, Jesus, would never 
wash his feet.  Jesus then told Peter that if He did-
n’t wash his feet, he would have no part with 
Him.  This got Peter’s attention.  He told Jesus to 
wash his feet, his hands, and his head.  Jesus, us-
ing a different word meaning “to bathe”, then told 
Peter if one was washed (bathed) he only needed 
to have his feet washed, but would be clean, then 
He added “and ye are clean but not all.”  The 
word translated clean is the Greek batharos which 
is translated clean 10 times, clear, one time, and 
pure 17 times.  In this case He was referring to 
Judas Iscariot when He said “not all.” 

Jesus then asked if they knew what He had 
done to them.  He wasn’t really referring to the 
literal act of washing their feet.  If He, their Lord 
and Master had humbled Himself to wash their 
feet, then the least they could do was to wash each 
other’s feet.  He tells them this is an example of 
the attitude they should have for each other.  He 
wasn’t commanding them to wash each other’s 
feet, but to be humble enough to perform this 
bond-servant’s job for each other.  This is proba-
bly the best example of how we should be toward 
each other as we will find.  Jesus says that happy 
is the person with this attitude. 

(Read John 13:18-30) Jesus is referring to 
the 41st Psalm in vs. 18.  It is a psalm of David in 
which David is referring to his being forced out of 
Jerusalem by his son Absalom who tried to usurp 
David’s throne as David grew old.  In vs. 9, David 
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is referring to Ahithophel, his trusted counselor, 
but is also prophesying of Judas’ betrayal of 
Christ.  “Ye, mine own familiar friend, in 
whom I trusted, which did eat of my bread, 
hath lifted up his heel against me.”  The story of 
Absalom’s attempt to usurp David’s throne is a 
type and  shadow of the attempt by the chief 
priests to usurp the kingship of Christ.  Jesus is 
telling His disciples that one of them is going to 
betray Him before it happens so that when it hap-
pens, they will know the prophesy in David’s 
psalm applies to Him. 

The disciple “leaning on Jesus bosom” in 
vs. 22 is John.  When he asked Jesus who would 
be the one to betray Him, His answer was that he 
to whom He gave a piece of bread after He had 
dipped it.  He then dipped a piece of bread and 
gave it to Judas and told him to do what he had to 
do quickly.  The disciples still did not understand 
what was happening.  Remember that “Satan” 
means “the adversary or opposing spirit.” So Ju-
das received the spirit of opposition to Jesus and 
got up and went out.  By this time it was after 
dark. 

(Read John 13:31-35)  Once Judas was 
gone, Jesus told the disciples that “Now is the 
Son of man glorified, and God is glorified in 
Him.” He again makes the point that the glorify-
ing of Himself and the glorifying of the Father is 
the same.  He tells them He will soon leave them 
and where He goes they cannot come.   

Then He gives them a new commandment, 
“Love one another, as I have loved you, that ye 
also love one another.”  Loving one another 
would be how men would know they were His 
disciples. 

(Read John 13:36-38)  Peter questioned 
where Jesus said He was going to go that they 
could not come that we read in vs. 33.  Jesus re-
peated what He said and the added, “but thou 
shalt follow me afterwards.”  I don’t believe that 
Jesus was meaning death to be where they could 
not come, as certainly one could die, but rather I 
believe He is talking about heaven.  When He 
says that Peter would follow Him afterwards, I 
believe this is speaking of the establishment of 
His kingdom here on the earth following the res-
urrection.  However, Peter misunderstood what 
Jesus was talking about at this point and swears 
that he would lay down his life for the sake of 
Christ.  But Jesus tells us that before the cock 

would crow, i.e. before morning, Peter would de-
ny Him three times. 

(Read John 14:1-4)  Jesus goes to some 
length in this chapter to help us understand that 
He and the Father are one.  He prefixes this teach-
ing in vs. 1 telling His disciples that since they 
believe in God, believe also in Him.  Then He ap-
pears to leave the subject for a moment.  If we 
understand verses 2 & 3 I think we will see that 
He does not leave the subject.  The word “house” 
in vs. 2 is from the Greek oikia and according to 
Young’s Analytical Concordance means house, 
household, family, retainers.  But why the many 
mansions?  Following is a short discussion on this 
from God’s Kingdom Ministries: 
The term "mansions" (KJV) is from the Greek 
word monee, "abiding places." It is related to the 
verb meno, "to abide." The word "mansion" does 
not really convey the idea at all, since it tends to 
conjure up thoughts of a multimillion-dollar 
house with 24 rooms and that many rest rooms. 
In John 15:4, Jesus says, "Abide in Me, and I in 
you." That word "abide" is the Greek word meno, 
the verb form of monee, "abiding places." This 
explains the many abiding places that Christ has 
prepared for us. It is not a matter of abiding in 
heaven, but abiding in Christ. 
To abide in Christ is ultimately to be part of His 
Body. There are many parts to His body, even as 
there are many cells in any body. Thus, in the 
"house" are many "abiding places." Each has a 
different and unique and important function in the 
body. We abide in Him, and He in us. 
So John 14:2 is really explained by the following 
chapter in Jesus' discussion on how to "abide" in 
Him. It was necessary for Him to leave this earth 
in order to prepare such a place, because as long 
as He had a physical body, it was not possible for 
Him to have the type of spiritual body that could 
house many members (people). 
 In vs. 4, Jesus says, “And whither I go ye 
know, and the way ye know.” That Jesus is not 
talking about a location, in the sense that we nor-
mally think of, becomes more evident as we con-
tinue to study.  The disciples were thinking like 
we would normally think, but I think we will see 
that Jesus is talking more of a spiritual condition 
(for lack of a better word) than He is of a location. 

(Read John 14:5-7) Thomas is the first to 
voice his misunderstanding.  How can they know 
the way if they don’t know where He is going?  

http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/John%2015.4
http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/John%2014.2
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Jesus doesn’t address the where, but I think we 
can begin to get the idea in His answer to the how.  
“I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man 
cometh unto the Father but by me.”  I think we 
can look at this statement a little differently which 
will answer our question as to where.  “Jesus is 
the way, in truth, to life.  The life being immortal 
life or resurrected life.”  This is what we are all 
seeking more than a location.  Jesus is the way to 
that life which is the same as coming to the Fa-
ther.  Jesus then tells the disciples that if they 
know Him, they know the Father, so since they 
have seen Him they have seen the Father.  This 
sounds quite complicated, but it really isn’t.  John 
told us in chapter 1 that Jesus was the creator of 
all things, thus He is the Father.  But to be able to 
judge man fairly, He had to be a man, thus though 
his mother was inseminated by the Holy Spirit, 
He was born of a woman, thus a man.  But as we 
look back through Scripture, we see that God 
manifests (readily perceived by the eye or the un-
derstanding; evident; obvious; apparent; plain), 
Himself in a number of different forms, man, fire, 
whatever it was that Ezekiel saw, pillar of cloud, 
etc.  Here He is manifested as the Son of man.  
This gives us the appearance of two entities, but 
ultimately we’re told later in Scripture the time 
will come when He will be one entity, but I be-
lieve that is beyond our understanding at this 
point. 

(Read John 14:8-14)  This puts still more 
question in the mind of Philip who told Jesus to 
just show us the Father and we’ll be satisfied.  
The concept that Jesus is trying to get His disci-
ples to understand is not an easy one to grasp.  It 
takes some work of the mind and heart.  He tells 
Philip, “he that hath seen me hath seen the Fa-
ther.”  He is one God, though we may see mani-
festations that appear different, He is still one 
God.  Moses, when he saw the burning bush, real-
ized that he was in the very presence of God.  Ja-
cob, when he wrestled all night with a man who 
gave him the name Israel realized when the wres-
tling was over that he had been in the presence of 
God.  The people, when God spoke the Ten Com-
mandments to them, knew they were in the pres-
ence of God.  Abraham knew he was speaking to 
God when he tried to get the man to whom he was 
trying to convince not to destroy Sodom and Go-
morrah.  Yet no one has seen God face to face in 
all His glory.  Philip had not seen God in all His 

glory, yet Jesus told him he had seen the Father.  
It is difficult for us to wrap our mind around the 
concept of Jesus being God the Father when we 
read how Jesus was limited to the abilities of man 
before His crucifixion and yet speaks of He being 
in the Father and the Father in Him.  I have tried 
to think of better words to explain this, but have 
been unable at this time to do any better.  If you 
have difficulty with this, please pray for under-
standing.  It is important that one has this under-
standing.  In vs. 12 Jesus says that he that believes 
on Him will be able to do the works that Jesus did 
and even greater works than He did.  I think we 
see this as we study further into what the apostles 
did.  But I believe that there have been men in his-
tory who have done greater miracles through their 
belief in Christ, but possibly in different ways.  
An example that comes to mind is George Wash-
ington.  The winning of the Revolutionary War 
was a whole series of miracles.  I can’t help but 
believe that though this was God’s plan, the faith 
of George Washington and other leaders of that 
time, is what brought about the miracles that gave 
America the victory.   

To truly ask something of God in Jesus’ 
name is much more than just saying the words.  It 
involves a faith that I hope to achieve someday, 
but I have to admit I don’t have that deep a faith 
now.  Certainly I have had many answers to my 
prayers, both spoken and unspoken for which I 
am very thankful.  But I believe the fullness of the 
meaning of vs. 14 requires us developing the 
mind of Christ in ourselves.  Once we can do this, 
then what we ask will be totally within the will of 
God, thus He will do whatever we request. 

(Read John 14:15)  There is considerably 
more on the subject we have been discussing yet 
in this chapter, but I would like to kind of break 
this verse out for a moment for discussion.  I get 
upset when someone tells me that the law has 
been done away with, or the only law we have is 
New Testament law.  First, there is no law given 
in the New Testament that is not in complete 
agreement with the law as given in the Old Testa-
ment.  The law as given in the Old Testament is 
more complete, or should I say that it takes away 
more “buts.”  Jesus is talking about the law given 
in the Old Testament here.   

I am currently working on revising a semi-
nar on Bible law that maybe we can go through 
sometime in the future.  But let me try to briefly 
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make the law a little more understandable.  In my 
study of the law, so I could better understand it, I 
have broken it down into four categories, Com-
mandments, Statutes, Judgments, and Ordinances.  
Commandments are the things that God tells us to 
do or not to do as individuals.  Statutes are the 
things that God tells the nation, or government, to 
do or not to do.  Judgments are the penalties pre-
scribed for violation of the Commandments and 
Statutes.  These Commandments and Statutes are 
for our benefit, following them gives us a safe, 
comfortable, healthy life.  The Judgments are re-
storative in nature in that they are designed to re-
turn to the victim what may be damaged, lost or 
stolen, to what it was originally or better.  In no 
way have any of these laws been done away with.   

Ordinances are the laws that seem to cause 
the problem with many people. I regard these as 
laws having to do with man’s relationship to God.  
Jesus said in Matt. 5:17, “Think not that I am 
come to destroy the law, or the prophets: I am 
not come to destroy, but to fulfill”  It is the Or-
dinances that He came to fulfill.  The life for life 
for forgiveness as represented in the blood sacri-
fice laws was fulfilled by Christ on the cross.  The 
law requiring a blood sacrifice for sin is still in 
effect, it wasn’t done away with.  But it was ful-
filled by Christ on the cross, it is no longer neces-
sary to sacrifice a goat or a bullock for the sin of 
an individual or the nation.  If it was done away 
with, we would no longer need Christ as our sav-
iour through His shed blood on the cross.  But be-
cause it is still in effect, we must accept His sacri-
fice or His life for ours to be forgiven of our sins.  
If we look at the rest of the Ordinances, we will 
find that Christ has fulfilled  all of them.  He kept 
the Commandments, Statutes and Judgments, but 
He did not fulfill them.   

This has been extremely brief, but I hope 
this helps us to understand that Christ was talking 
about the law as given in the Old Testament and 
New Testament when He says that if we love 
Him, keep His law. 

I believe that once we understand God’s 
law, we will first understand that it has not been 
done away with as is so commonly taught.  Sec-
ond, hopefully we’ll understand that God’s law is 
for our benefit and is not contrary to us in any 
way.  Third, while we may consider some of the 
judgments to be rather harsh, the result of the sin 
is even more harsh on those affected by it and in 

the case of capital crimes that call for a the death 
penalty, we need to understand that the death pen-
alty is not the real judgment, but rather a way to 
protect the sinner from incurring further judgment 
for more crime until a restorative judgment can be 
rendered by God Himself at the Great White 
Throne of Judgment. 

Going back to verse 15, Jesus says, “If ye 
love me, keep my commandments.”  Some of 
the early texts said “you will keep my command-
ments.”  We need to understand the word “love.”  
In this verse it is translated from the Greek 
agapao.  Unlike our English language where we 
only have one word for “love”, the Greeks had 
two words in particular that indicated a degree of 
love.  “Phileo” referred to the love of a friend, or 
of a sibling, or parents.  This is a natural occurring 
love.  An example of this type of love is found in 
John 11:3 where Martha and Mary sent a message 
to Jesus concerning their brother Lazarus, “Lord,  
behold, he whom thou lovest is sick.”  I like to 
refer to this type of love as heart love.   Agapao is 
a stronger love that involves not only heart love, 
but it is a love that we need to work at.  I like to 
refer to this type of love as head love.  Again in 
John 11, in vs. 5 John tells us, “Now Jesus loved 
Martha, and her sister, and Lazarus.”  John is 
telling us that Jesus’ love for these three people 
was much greater that just the love of a friend.  
We can look at vs. 15 two ways, one, Jesus is tell-
ing His disciples that if they loved (agapao) Him 
with the strong love of heart and head, they need 
to show it by keeping His commandments; or, if 
they loved (agapao) Him with the strong love of 
heart and head, they would keep His command-
ments because of that love.  I prefer the latter.  
Developing that type of love is not something that 
comes natural.  It is a love we need to work at, but 
when we reach that point of love for Him, we are 
in agreement with Him, with His thinking, so 
keeping His commandments would be the natural 
thing to do.   

(Read John 14:15-21)  The Greek word 
translated “Comforter” is Parakletos.  It means 
one called to the side of another for help or coun-
sel.  John is the only author that uses this term.  In 
effect we have two Parakletos, the one that is 
within us and the one at the right hand of the Fa-
ther.  Jesus says that our part is to obey His com-
mandments; His part is to pray to the Father to 
give us another (other than Himself) Parakletos 
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that will abide with us for ever.  He then refers to 
this Comforter as the Spirit of truth whom the 
world cannot receive, but, speaking to the disci-
ples, He says that it (the Spirit of truth) dwells 
with them and will be in them, thus I think it is in 
us as well.  

Then Jesus says, “I will not leave you 
comfortless: I will come to you.”  Later in vs. 26 
Jesus tells us that the Comforter is the Holy Spirit; 
here He is saying He, Jesus, is the Comforter.  
Again, God is manifested in another form, that of 
a Spirit that abides within us.  Those who teach 
the Trinity doctrine, as I understand it, teach that 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit are three 
separate entities in one Godhead.  I believe this to 
be misleading.  The Son and the Holy Spirit are 
manifestations of God the Father and it seems to 
me that Jesus is going to considerable lengths to 
say this in this chapter. 

While the world no longer sees the Son, a 
manifestation of the Father, Jesus tells His disci-
ples that they see Him.  I believe He is speaking 
of the Holy Spirit that they see, though they will 
not see Him manifested in a body, they see His 
works in themselves and each other and will rec-
ognize Him.  Because they will see Him, they will 
know that He lives.  Because He lives, they shall 
live also.  Of course, this is speaking of the resur-
rected life.  Then He says “at that day” speaking 
either of the day of Pentecost or Resurrection day.  
My thought is that this speaks of the day of Pente-
cost, for the Holy Spirit was manifested in them at 
that time and has manifested Himself to men and 
women ever since.   But at that day, He says they 
will know that He is in the Father, they are in Him 
and He in them.  I think we can say the same for 
us. 

He then wraps up all that He has been say-
ing since vs. 15 in vs. 21, “He that hath my 
commandments, and keepeth them, he it is that 
loveth me: and he that loveth me shall be loved 
of my Father, and I will love him, and will 
manifest myself to him.”  

(Read John 14:22-27)  Judas, not Judas 
Iscariot, asks a question that I think we all might 
ask.  “How is it that thou will manifest thyself 
unto us, and not unto the world?”  Jesus’ an-
swer has several elements. 

Those that love Jesus will keep His words 
or His law.  (Anything that God or Je-
sus says in the Old or New Testament 

to do or not do is His law or words)   
Those that do not love Jesus will not keep 

His words or law. 
The Comforter, which is the Holy Spirit, 

will teach them all things. 
The Comforter will bring to remembrance 

all things that He has said.  (I believe 
this applies to Old Testament as well 
as the New.) 

Jesus will give His peace, not as the world 
giveth.   

He finishes by saying, “Let not your heart be 
troubled, neither let it be afraid.”JRL 

(Read John 14:28-31)  If they loved Jesus, 
He says that they should have rejoiced when He 
told them that He was going away, but will come 
again unto them.  At this point, I’m sure this 
would have been difficult for the disciples to un-
derstand.  In retrospect I believe we can see why 
they would have rejoiced, but they may not have 
fully understood what He meant until the day of 
Pentecost which was 50 days away.  But so that 
they might believe, He is telling them ahead of 
time what is going to happen.  Then He tells them, 
that so the world may know that He loves the Fa-
ther, He is going to do what the Father tells Him, 
which we know is to submit to the crucifixion.  
With that they left to go to the Garden of Geth-
samane.   
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 The following is a continuation of our arti-
cle by this title in our last issue.   
 I would like to jump ahead to King David, 
but we need to  understand that King David was a 
descendant of Phares, son of Judah.  We will try 
to do an article on Zarah sometime in the future to 
show what share he had in the dominion mandate, 
but we need to know that they both shared in this 
responsibility.  The people of Israel were gov-
erned by tribal leaders and judges, but reached a 
point that they decided that they should have a 
king like their neighboring nations.  God granted 
them their request giving them Saul, of the tribe 
of Benjamin.  Saul was everything the people 
thought they wanted in a king, tall, strong, good 
looking, but because he became very self-
centered, his kingdom failed.  God knew this 
would happen, but had to give the people the type 
of man they wanted first.  We first meet David 
when Samuel anointed him king on God’s direc-
tion when he was just a youth looking after his 
father’s flock of sheep.  He soon proved his dedi-
cation to God by killing the giant Goliath.  We 
won’t cover his many other exploits, but want to 
go to II Samuel 7:10-17.  David was wanting to 
build a house for God, since up to this time the 
Ark of the Covenant (signifying the presence of 
God) had been kept in a tent ever since Moses 
prepared the tabernacle while still in the wilder-
ness during the Exodus.  God refused to let David 
build this house, but left it to David’s son Solo-
mon.  But in telling him no, and telling him that 
Solomon would build it, God made an uncondi-
tional promise to David.  II Samuel 7:16 tells us, 
speaking of David’s kingdom and throne, “And 
thine house and thy kingdom shall be estab-
lished for ever before thee: thy throne shall be 
established for ever.”  This is confirmed by the 
prophet Jeremiah in Jer. 33:17, “For saith the 
LORD; David shall never want a man to sit up-
on the throne of the house of Israel.”   
 Going forward the kings that succeeded to 
the throne of David now had not only the mandate 
supporting their kingship, but also this uncondi-
tional promise from God, even though several of 
them were totally unworthy of their kingship.  
However, we had a major change following King 

Solomon.  Solomon’s son, Rehoboam decided to 
tax the people excessfully and the people rebelled.  
This ended up with the kingdom of Israel being 
divided into two kingdoms, the kingdom of Judah 
consisting of the tribes of Judah, Benjamin, and 
half the tribe of Levi; and the kingdom of Israel 
consisting of the rest of the tribes led by the tribe 
of Ephraim.  Descendants of David continued as 
kings of Judah whereas the kings of Israel came 
from different tribes, depending on who was the 
strongest.  So we have the dominion mandate  
with the kingdom of Judah and the fruitfulness 
mandate with the kingdom of Israel.  Ultimately, 
the kingdom of Israel, because of their wicked-
ness, were taken captive out of their land and 
placed in the area between and south of the Black 
and Caspian Seas.  This was looked at as a di-
vorce by God, yet the prophet Hosea who deliv-
ered the divorce decree tells us in Hosea 1:10 
“Yet the number of the children of Israel shall 
be as the sand of the sea, which cannot be 
measured nor numbered, and it shall come to 
pass, that in the place where it was said unto 
them, Ye are not my people, there it shall be 
said unto them, Ye are the sons of the living 
God.” I look at these mandates as Judah had the 
responsibility to bring about the ultimate King 
and Joseph had the ultimate responsibility to bring 
about the kingdom.   
 About one hundred years later, the king-
dom of Judah was also taken into captivity to the 
land of Babylon. When this happened, God did a 
strange thing and took the dominion mandate 
from Judah with King Zedekiah being the last 
king of the Judah kingdom, and gave it to Nebu-
chadnezzar, king of Babylon.  Dan. 2:38 speaking 
to King Nebuchadnezzar, Daniel says, “And 
wheresoever the children of men shall dwell, 
the beasts of the field and the fowls of the heav-
en hath he given into thine hand, and hath 
made thee ruler over them all.”  This rulership 
by pagan kings or rulers has continued to this day.  
However, remember the words of Jacob speaking 
of Judah, “Of him came the chief ruler,” speak-
ing of Christ.  So the lineage of David continued 
until Christ.  Matt. 1 gives us this genealogy.  
(There appears to be some errors in this genealo-
gy, but there really isn’t. Space in this article 
doesn’t allow for an explanation, but call us or 
write us and we will explain.) 
 Meanwhile during the times of the kings 

THE BIRTHRIGHT 
PART 2 
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of Judah from Rehoboam to King Zedekiah the 
Israel kingdom first started out in captivity but 
then began in groups to escape their captors, who 
by this time were the Babylonians, who had con-
quered the Assyrians. We have to rely on prophe-
sy plus secular history to know this and where 
they went.  We have already looked at the prophe-
sy of Hosea who prophesied of their multiplying 
into a great number of people and that it would be 
said of them, “Ye are the sons of the living 
God.”  Isaiah 48:20 records God speaking to Isra-
el saying, “Go ye forth of Babylon, flee ye from 
the Chaldeans, with a voice of singing declare 
ye, tell this, utter it even to the end of the earth, 
say ye, The LORD hath redeemed his servant 
Jacob.”  There are many prophecies telling Israel 
to go and where to go and that God had redeemed 
them. This was one of the reasons that Christ had 
to die on the cross was to redeem Israel. 

 We have to be careful to separate the two 
kingdoms in scripture however; Judah’s job was 
to bring forth the King and Israel’s job was to 
bring forth the kingdom as we have said.  But 
many, who are not aware of this, mix the prophe-
cies and often apply them to the wrong people.  
When the term Israel is used in the scripture after 
the division of the kingdom of Israel at the time of 
King Rehoboam, it is speaking of the Northern 
Kingdom, Ephraim or Israel, that was ultimately 
taken captive by the Assyrians, or it is speaking of 
the whole house of Israel after the reuniting of 
Israel and Judah, which has not happened yet, or 
before the division.   
 The Greek historians, in particular, knew 
where this people went, but did not know who 
they were or how they got to the land of their cap-
tivity.  These groups of Israelites moved across 
Asia Minor into Europe and ultimately to the Brit-
ish Isles and then to the wildernesses of the world.  
These were the nations, or gentiles, that the early 
apostles went to and witnessed to.  We particular-
ly have the partial history in scripture of Paul and 
his missionary efforts to the people in Asia Minor 
and Europe.  A full account of his travels in secu-
lar history shows him going to Spain and the Brit-
ish Isles and then back across Europe to Rome 
where he was once again imprisoned and finally 
executed. 
 Having the genealogy of Christ in Matt. 1 
is important for a couple of reasons.  First the do-
minion mandate was given to man by God, first to 

Adam and second to Nebuchadnezzar.  It is im-
portant that we recognize that it is within the pow-
er of God to give it and take it.  In giving it to Ad-
am, it followed that it belonged to his descendants 
until God took it from the descendants of Judah 
and gave it to Nebuchadnezzar.  It then followed 
that the mandate would continue from Nebuchad-
nezzar and his kingdom to the Persians who con-
quered the Babylonians to the Greeks who con-
quered the Persians to the Romans who conquered 
the Greeks.  The history of these four world king-
doms as presented in the book of Daniel and Rev-
elation tells us, I believe, that we are nearing the 
end of their rule and thus the end of their having 
the dominion mandate.   
 When the virgin Mary was told by the an-
gel that she was to have a  son, the angel said unto 
her, “Fear not, Mary: for thou hast found fa-
vour with God.  And behold, thou shalt con-
ceive in thy womb, and bring forth a son, and 
shalt call his name JESUS.  He shall be great, 
and shall be called the Son of the Highest and 
the Lord God shall give unto him the throne of 
his father David; and he shall reign over the 
house of Jacob for ever; and of his kingdom 
there shall be no end.” (Luke 1:30-33) So we see 
that God will take the mandate from the ruler of 
the Babylonian Empires and will ultimately give 
it to Jesus Christ.  A few days before Christ was 
crucified,  as he was coming into Jerusalem, John 
12:12-13 tells us, “On the next day much people 
that were come to the feast, when they heard 
that Jesus was coming to Jerusalem, Took 
branches of palm trees, and went forth to meet 
him and cried, Hosanna: Blessed is the King of 
Israel that cometh in the name of the Lord.” 
The people realized who Jesus actually was and 
acknowledged Him.  When He was crucified, 
John 19:19 tells us, “And Pilate wrote a title, 
and put it on the cross. And the writing was, 
JESUS OF NAZARETH THE KING OF THE 
JEWS.”  He was recognized as the ultimate pos-
sessor of the dominion mandate.   

To ultimately receive the dominion man-
date and occupy the throne of David He had to be 
a descendant of David which the genealogy 
proves to us that He was.  However, we know that 
He did not take the throne during His first time on 
the earth.  But we know that He qualified for it 
and will ultimately occupy it.  The rest of the 
promise to David says that the throne will last for 
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ever as will the kingdom.  Where that throne is 
now is a subject of another study, but I think we 
can be assured that it does currently exist and the 
current occupant believes that she will give up 
that throne to Jesus Christ. 

For a kingdom to exist it has to have a 
king and a kingdom.  Since Jacob divided the 
birth right between two of his sons, it seems to me 
that ultimately the king, who we have determined 
to be Jesus Christ, will have to have the kingdom 
or the fruitfulness mandate as well.  Rev. 19:11-
16 tells us, “And I saw heaven opened, and be-
hold a white horse; and he that sat upon him 
was called Faithful and True, and in righteous-
ness he doth judge and make war.  His eyes 
were as a flame of fire, and on his head were 
many crowns: and he had a name written, that 
no man knew but he himself.  And he was 
clothed with a vesture dipped in blood: and his 
name is called The Word of God.  And the ar-
mies which were in heaven followed him upon 
white horses, clothed in fine linen, white and 
clean.  And out of his mouth goeth a sharp 
sword, that with it he should smite the nations: 
and he shall rule them with a rod of iron: and 
he treadeth the wine press of the fierceness and 
wrath of Almighty God.  And he hath on his 
vesture and on his thigh a name written,  
KING OF KINGS, AND LORD OF LORDS.”  
There is much to discuss in this passage that we 
can’t discuss in this article, but the phrase 
“clothed with a vesture dipped in blood”, I be-
lieve, tells us that he had come to claim the fruit-
fulness mandate making the birth right complete 
and possessed by He for whom it was intended 
from the beginning.  Having just sold Joseph to 
the Midianites merchantmen, Joseph’s brothers, in 
Gen 37:31-34, “Took Joseph’s coat, killed a kid 
of the goats, and dipped the coat in the blood 
and they sent the coat of many colours, and 
they brought it to their father; and said, this 
have we found: know now whether it be thy 
son’s coat or no.  And he knew it, and said, It is 

my son’s coat; an evil beast hath devoured 
him: Joseph is without doubt rent in pieces.  
And Jacob rent his clothes, and put sackcloth 
upon his loins, and mourned for his son many 
days.” The vesture dipped in blood identifies Him 
with Joseph and the birth right, or the fruitfulness 
mandate as He was identified with Judah and the  
dominion mandate.  It was He to whom the birth-
right was intended, to Him it will now be com-
plete as it is His job to populate the kingdom.  
This has been happening in His name through the 
ages, but will be completed under the rule of Jesus 
Christ following the first resurrection,. JRL 

 
Wealth gotten by vanity shall be dimin-

ished: but he that gathereth  by labour shall in-
crease.  Prov. 13:11 


