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 In our last issue we had a chart that we  

saw at a Bible conference recently that impressed 

me that it could be used as a guide to courtship 

and marriage that I felt could help our young peo-

ple  It was originated by   Mr. Robb Corry for a 

lesson he gave at that conference.  I presented my 

purpose in our last issue.  Below is a summary 

provided by Mr. Corry of the lesson series  he 

presented with the chart at that conference. 

 

THE JOURNEY  FROM COURTSHIP 

TO MARRIAGE WITH THE  

BRIDEGROOM CHRIST 
 A couple of years ago, the Lord put the 

following thought in my mind: “If you want to 

be part of the ‘Bride company’, in the 

marriage feast with the Bridegroom 

Christ, … then you need to learn how to 

become a Bride!!” For the majority of my 

life, I have been described, as somewhat of a “left

-brained caveman.” Leftbrained, meaning that I 

tend to look at things analytically (using logic) 

and not intuitively (using feeling). “Caveman” 

because … well … that probably explains itself. 

So, the idea of learning how to become a “bride” 

was going to be an interesting challenge.  

 I embarked on this challenge, by doing 

what any upstanding, left-brained, caveman 

would do. I did some research to see if there were 

any books out there that I could use to do research 

on this topic of “relationships” and “marriage.’ I 

thought I hit the jackpot when I found a book, 

written in the late 1500s, that was about the jour-

ney from courtship to marriage with the Bride-

groom Christ. The book was entitled A Spiritual 

Canticle - The Soul and the Bridegroom Christ, 

written by a man whom the Catholic Church re-

ferred to as “St. John of the Cross.” The fascinat-

ing outcome though, was that, outside of the out-

line of the book, the contents and the author’s ex-

planatory text, did not provide the answers I was 

seeking. Rather, Father used the outline and some 

trigger phrases sprinkled throughout the text, to 

send me on “thought-tangents.” In these moments, 

He revealed to me what it means to go through the 

full “relationship lifecycle” from start to comple-

tion. As He did that, He also revealed how the 

patterns of his plan for salvation can be seen as an 

overlay to this “relationship journey” and this is 

what I will summarize in this article. 

 (Note: I and not discounting the book, nor 

recommending it, … just saying that Father had a 

purpose in leading me to it, but the content and 

interpretations of the author were points of depar-

ture and not the destination for what He was 

showing me.)  

 

The Three Phases of the Relationship Lifecycle 

 

  A relationship, like life itself, is a multi-

phased process and not something that is in its 

final form right at the start. You may look back 

over time and see that “it started in a particular 

instant”, but a relationship has to go through a 
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lifecycle to be manifested in its fullness. Each of 

us had a “spark of life” at conception; had an ex-

tended period of physical, cognitive and emotion-

al growth before we reached our current level of 

maturity (or immaturity depending on how you 

look at it). Likewise, relationships go through a 

similar lifecycle which can be described by the 

following three phases: Courtship, Commitment-

to-betrothal, and Marriage. 

  The Courtship phase is likened to the con-

ception, birth, and early childhood phases of life. 

The Commitment-to-betrothal phase is like the 

trials and tribulations of our teenage years and 

early adulthood; and the Marriage phase is like 

reaching the fullness of adult maturity. Just like 

life, where maturity may generally trend with in-

creasing age, but is not purely a function of time, 

so it is with relationships. Relationships take time 

to develop, and the achieving the fullness of com-

plete unity in marriage is not simply a matter of 

time. 

  

Courtship - Eros - Belief - Passover / Justifica-

tion.  

 

 Relationships have no chance to grow and 

mature, if they never “start.” While that statement 

will not cross the “hey that’s a profound thought” 

threshold, it is none the less a truth. As such, the 

journey from Courtship, through the many “way 

points’ of commitment, to a final destination of 

marriage, requires some sort of “spark” that 

moves the relationship off of the typical rails that 

lead to acquaintances, colleagues and friends. The 

Greek word “Eros” is one of three Greek words 

that are typically translated as the single word 

“Love” in English. “Eros” is an immature form of 

Love that represents “attraction”. While it is an 

immature love, it is attraction (at a physical and/or 

emotional level) that is the initial spark to any re-

lationship.  

 The courtship phase of a relationship be-

gins when you experience this initial spark and 

recognize a “new potential.” You have a personal 

revelation that “this could be different.” It could 

be that moment when your eyes meet for the 

first time. It could be someone you’ve known 

for a long time, but suddenly you see them in a 

totally different “relationship light.”  

 The fact that you recognize that some-

thing different has started in the courtship phase, 

leads you to begin to believe and behave differ-

ently than you did as your “typical self”. You 

didn’t believe that you “needed anyone special” 

in your life, and that you were fine the way you 

were. But now, you begin to believe you might 

really like being in a relationship. In order to 

hold onto that, your behavior changes and you 

begin to have a more outward than inward focus. 

Your outward focus seeks to get to know and 

serve “someone else” more so than your previ-

ous inward focus on “self discovery” and 

“serving self.” You do this because you have a 

“new belief” that there could be something spe-

cial in this relationship and it seems like it might 

be worth changing your perspective to see where 

it might lead.  

 When you’re knee-deep in Courtship, 

your change in behavior is something that is no-

ticed by your friends and family. You hear peo-

ple say “oh … he seems like a new man now 

that he’s met so-and-so” … or … “she seems to 

have a new bounce in her step since she started 

seeing what’s-his-name.”  

 The courtship phase is a new beginning 

and this new beginning leads to an identity 

change. Each person has an identity and charac-

ter as an individual, but when you become a 

couple, you discover that you have a second 

identity that starts to grow and that is your iden-

tity “in the relationship as a couple.” As you em-

bark on this journey, and experience the growth 

of a true relationship, you recognize that this is 

not a passing meeting or fling. It becomes a real 

and lasting relationship that changes how you 

became you (for the better). You discover a new 

identity that is “you in the relationship” which is 

different than your identity as “you, by your-
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self”. Both identities exist at the same time but, as 

we’ll discuss, they are different and have different 

objectives, which will have to be addressed if the 

relationship is to grow.  

 God’s plan for salvation is mapped out for 

us through His three principal feast days 

(Passover, Pentecost, and Tabernacles). Passover 

was fulfilled through Jesus’ death and resurrec-

tion. Jesus was our unblemished Passover lamb. 

His death and shed blood paid the redemptive 

price to free us from the bondage of our sin debt 

(Eph. 1:7). While He died for our transgressions, 

His resurrection brought us the opportunity for 

justification (Rom. 4:25). When God gives us re-

pentance (2 Timothy 2:25) and the gift of faith 

(Eph. 2:8) , we are given to believe on Christ Je-

sus (Philippians 1:29) and are justified by that 

faith (Rom. 5:1). When we are justified, God im-

putes the righteousness of Christ to us (Rom. 

4:24) and considers us “righteous” even though 

we are not yet transformed into an incorruptible 

form.  

 As we experience the Passover phase of 

God’s salvation plan for us, we are introduced to 

the truth of the Gospel. Our belief in that truth 

becomes “the spark” or moment when a switch is 

flipped. We suddenly realize that a relationship 

with Jesus is a new and/or different thing than 

we’ve ever had before.. Either we never knew Je-

sus at all, or we knew Him in a “yeah I went to 

Sunday school kinda way and know about Him,” 

but now I really get it and want to truly get to 

know Him. 

   It becomes clear that there is a “real po-

tential” to this new relationship with Jesus. We 

experience the overwhelming and monumental 

revelation that Jesus, the son of God, has paid our 

sin debt by His death and the shedding of his re-

demptive blood. Further, we realize that by His 

resurrection, we have hope in that we may be jus-

tified by faith and have a new life “in Him”. 

Think about it, most people would do a backflip if 

someone came along and paid off the mortgage on 

their house and yet, this is the realization that Je-

sus has paid off the mortgage on our lives. 

  This “spark” of new revelation leads to 

changes in our beliefs, thoughts, feelings and be-

haviors. This is called “Repentance.” 2 Timothy 

2:25 tells us that God gives us repentance. When 

we repent, we change our thoughts and feelings. 

This is likened to relationships between men and 

women where the revelation, of the potential that 

we see in a new relationship, causes us to change 

the way we think and feel. The similarities can be 

further seen in regard to discovering a ‘new iden-

tity”. Where you found a new “you as part of a 

couple” that is different than “you as yourself” , 

we now find (in our relationship with Jesus) an 

identity growing within us, which is our new 

identity “In Christ”. 2 Corinthians 5:17 tells us 

that “Any man who is ‘in Christ’ is a ‘new Crea-

ture’.” This new creature is our “spirit man” who 

is embarking on a courtship journey with the be-

loved “bridegroom-to-be” who is our Lord and 

savior Jesus Christ. This spirit-man is different 

than our soulish-man of the flesh in that our spirit-

man understands spiritual things that cannot be 

comprehended by our soulish or natural-man (1 

Cor. 2:14). This new identity in Christ, “our spirit 

man” agrees with spiritual things and has the 

mind of Christ, but, our natural man with his soul-

ish/carnal mind still exists at the same time. It is 

in the next phase of relationship growth where 

these two identities will contend for the “lead 

role.” 

  When we are led by the Spirit and walk in 
Spirit-man Identity, the world perceives us acting 
like a different person. Our friends and family 
start to notice how this new found relationship 
with Jesus has really sparked a change in us. As 
we grow in spiritual maturity, our spirit identity 
discovers how to relate to Jesus Christ “in Spirit” 
… through spiritual senses. God, on occasion, has 
spoken audibly, to be heard by his people through 
the physical sensing of the ears, and has revealed 
signs and wonders to be seen through the physical 
sensing of the eyes. However, throughout the 
New Testament, we are shown that we are to live 
and walk in the spirit (Gal.5:16, 25), worship in 
the spirit (John 4:23), hear in the spirit (Rev.1:10), 
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and see in the spirit (Acts 2:17). This tells us that 
our “Spirit Identity” is a new creature that has 
“spiritual senses” that mature through exercise 
(Heb. 5:14).  
Commitment-to-Betrothal - Phileo - Hearing / 
Listening - Pentecost / Sanctification  
 
 The next phase in the maturation of a rela-
tionship is the “Commitment-to-betrothal phase.” 
This phase begins with a decision to “go steady” 
so-to-speak, and be “exclusive” and, if successful, 
it leads up to and culminates with “engagement to 
be married.” 
  It’s difficult to pinpoint the moment when 
this phase begins, but at some point, you cross a 
“fuzzybordered” relationship threshold. You may 
not realize it as you cross it, but when you look 
back, you recognize it as a “Relationship Rubi-
con” or “Point of no Return.” It is difficult to go 
back to the other side of that threshold and return 
to the same spot again in the same “relationship 
state” that you were in the first time. Once you 
reach this point, if you were to go back and con-
sider courting other people again, and then return 
to the same point, the relationship would have to 
overcome the lingering question of “will it go 
backward again?” When you cross over the point 
of no return, the fullest potential that a relation-
ship can ever achieve, requires being “all in to the 
finish.”  
 The Courtship phase, that precedes com-
mitment, is often shrouded by “identity-
camouflage,” especially in the early stages. What 
is identity camouflage? That’s my term for the 
facades, or false personas, that we present when 
we are trying to “control perceptions.” During the 
early to mid-courtship phase, we are still hesitant 
to give a wrong impression, and we don’t reveal 
our true self to the other person in a full “open 
kimono” kind of way. Rather, we shroud our-
selves because we haven’t yet learned how the 
other person will react to our true self. 
  In the Commitment-to-betrothal phase, we 
learn to be willing to experience vulnerability and 
all of the emotion that comes with it That means 
allowing your true self to be further and further 
revealed as the facades of false identities are torn 
down. False Identities restrict relationship growth. 
There is a lot of “back & forth” and “ups & 
downs” during this phase as you learn to truly lis-
ten to each other. The Commitment phase is a 

“hearing phase,” but in order to truly understand 
what the other person is revealing, we must 
“listen” and not simply hear. Listening leads to 
learning, and that makes the Commitment phase a 
learning phase as well.  
 While you are learning and getting to 
know the real identity of the other person, you are 
also learning about your “new identity” (the “you 
as part of a couple” that was discovered during 
the Courtship phase). During this phase you learn 
about each other’s hopes, dreams, desires, and 
wills. This is where you both find the will of your 
old identities (as individuals) coming head to 
head. After experiencing that, you find out wheth-
er or not  you can both come to a place of agree-
ment and rest in your new identities as a couple, 
or a place of disagreement and turmoil as you dig 
into your identities as individuals. 
  There are challenging times and you expe-
rience high highs and low lows with each other. 
You make progress with two steps forward then 1 
step back. You feel like you are coming together 
into a unified relationship, but then you get pulled 
back by the “old you” that likes being independ-
ent and calling the shots without concern. The dif-
ference between this phase and the Courtship 
phase is this: you have made a commitment; You 
are no longer playing the field and keeping your 
options open; you are allowing yourselves to be 
vulnerable and revealing your true identities; and 
you are “all” in on seeing if you can achieve the 
potential that you believed was possible during 
the Courtship phase.  The Commitment-to-
betrothal phase of a relationship is where your 
love for one another has matured beyond 
“attraction” and “infatuation,” and has become 
more of a “Phileo” level of love. Phileo is the 
Greek word for a love that is more of a “quid pro 
quo” type of love. Each is willing to love the oth-
er in a deep and meaningful way, but it is a 
“conditional love.” There is an expectation of rec-
iprocity in Phileo love where we our readiness 
and willingness to love is coupled with striving 
for fairness and equivalence. Phileo means 
“brotherly love.” It is the root word from which 
the city of “Philadelphia” gets its nickname, “the 
city of brotherly love”. While phileo is a much 
more mature love than eros, it is not as mature as 
“agape” which is an unconditional love. 
  The Commitment-to-betrothal phase of a 
relationship aligns with the Pentecost phase of 
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God’s Salvation plan. The feast of Pentecost is 
about hearing, listening, and learning obedience. 
Moses went up the mountain to Hear God’s voice 
at Pentecost and that’s where he received the law. 
The Israelites were afraid to hear God directly, so 
they refused to go up with Moses. For the most 
part, the people of Israel were not ready to take 
their relationship with God to the next level. They 
were not ready to move on from Courtship 
(Passover) to Commitment-to-Betrothal 
(Pentecost). They weren’t ready to make the com-
mitment to God and turned their affections toward 
the Golden Calf before Moses returned from the 
mountain.  
 Pentecost is about hearing God’s word and 
learning obedience. Following Jesus’ fulfillment 
of Pentecost, the apostles spoke boldly and all 
peoples were able to “Hear Gods word” in their 
own language (Acts 2:8). This led them to repent-
ance, and they learned obedience. Pentecost is 
about learning God’s will and coming into agree-
ment with it. You feel like you are coming into 
agreement with the Father, in your spirit. Then 
your old / natural man pulls you back, and fools 
you into thinking that you can call the shots and 
get things to go the way of your own will. It is 
that “back and forth” struggle between his spirit 
identity and his natural / carnal identity that Paul 
spoke of in Romans 7:18-24 where he wrote: 18 
For I know that in me (that is, in my flesh,) 
dwelleth no good thing: for to will is present 
with me; but how to perform that which is 
good I find not. 19 For the good that I would I 
do not: but the evil which I would not, that I 
do. 20 Now if I do that I would not, it is no 
more I that do it, but sin that dwelleth in me. 
21 I find then a law, that, when I would do 
good, evil is present with me. 22 For I delight 
in the law of God after the inward man: 23 But 
I see another law in my members, warring 
against the law of my mind, and bringing me 
into captivity to the law of sin which is in my 
members. 24 O wretched man that I am! who 
shall deliver me from the body of this death?  
 In this passage, Paul is speaking about an 
“I” that “would (desires to) do good;” … who 
would (desires to) “not do evil;” and who delights 
after the law of God. However, that “I”-dentity is 
in a constant battle with a “me” that is in his flesh, 
and in which dwelleth no good thing. Paul is cry-
ing out in frustration as the two identities are at 

war, and he desires to be delivered from the body 
of death (which is his “old / natural man” with his 
carnal mindset that opposes the will of God). 
Paul’s confession of this struggle is a very clear 
example of his willingness to be vulnerable before 
God. He did not put on a pride-driven façade of 
self-righteousness. He did not come up with ex-
cuses for his behavior and make it seem OK and 
justified in his mind. He laid it all out there and 
confessed his true feelings of the struggle within 
him. Pentecost is about learning to be vulnerable 
and letting God see you in the way you never 
show anyone else. Trusting God enough to ex-
press your true feelings, builds your relationship 
with God.  
 The Pentecost phase of God’s salvation 
plan is about sanctification, which means to set 
aside, or separate, that which is holy. God will put 
us through the experiences and circumstances of 
life that will draw to the surface that which needs 
to be separated and refined out of us. Those expe-
riences are the refiner’s fire that burns the dross of 
our soulish man (with his carnal mindset) and sets 
aside our Spirit man (with the mind of Christ) as 
our true identity “in Christ.” It is about learning to 
die to self and live in your new identity “in 
Christ”.  
 The Commitment-to-betrothal phase of a 
relationship, will put you through the emotional 
wringer, but the emotional wringer is the very 
thing that causes relationships to grow. No one 
has ever experienced an intense, passionate, and 
fulfilling relationship, without experiencing in-
tense, emotional highs and lows. It is important to 
recognize though, that emotional highs and lows 
are NOT the result of being in a relationship. Ra-
ther, emotional experiences are the very experi-
ences that cause relationships to grow, mature, 
and move past the barriers that our old / natural 
man presents.  
  

Marriage Union - Agape - Seeing -

Tabernacles / Glorification  

  

 The third and final phase of this journey 

brings us to the intended destination, which is, 

unity in marriage. When God “formed” Adam 

from the dust of the earth (Gen. 2:7) , the Hebrew 

word yatsar {yaw-tsar' , H3335 in Strong’s Con-
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cordance}, was translated to the English word 

“formed.” Yatsar means to form, fashion, or 

frame for a pre-ordained plan. Yatsar sets the con-

text for how the man, Adam, was formed before 

God took a part of him, and separated it in order 

to make the woman, Eve. While Adam was 

‘formed’ complete and framed for a divinely or-

dained plan, we find out that that preordained plan 

was not for him to be alone. God said “It is not 

good for the man to be alone, I will make a help 

meet for him” (Gen. 2:18). 

  God then caused a deep sleep to come 

over Adam, took one of his ribs, and made a 

woman (Gen. 2:22). In this verse, the Hebrew 

word banah {baw-naw', H1129 in Strong’s Con-

cordance} was translated to the English word 

“made.” While similar in its basic meaning to 

yatsar, Banah has a specific connotation that dif-

fers from yatsar. Banah means to build, rebuild, 

establish, and cause to continue (as in building a 

family). The pre-ordained plan, for which God 

formed the man, included taking a part of that 

complete nature, and separating it to make a 

woman. The woman, who was bone of his bones, 

and flesh of his flesh (Gen 2:23) was separated so 

that the two might come together in the unity of 

marriage to build a family. Then God said, 

“Therefore shall a man leave his father and his 

mother, and shall cleave unto his wife: and they 

shall be one flesh” (Gen. 2:24). 

  The idea of being separate, but coming 

together to be one is a picture of the Law of wit-

nesses. God’s law requires at least two witnesses 

(in agreement) to establish any matter (Deut. 

19:15). From Genesis, chapter 2, we see that 

God’s pre-ordained plan was for men and women 

to come together in marriage union to establish 

His purpose for them through a double witness. 

Men and women, as separate entities, are incom-

plete as compared to the original formation of the 

man in Genesis 2:7. In order to be complete, they 

must come together as “one flesh” through the 

union of Marriage.  

 Coming together to become ‘one’ is about 

coming together in complete unity. Unity means 

that there is full agreement. It’s clear that many 

couples will go through the marriage ceremony 

and become “one” from the perspective of legal 

standing long before they come together in true 

unity. One of the contributing factors to the high 

divorce rate in our country is that too many peo-

ple become married in the eyes of the law before 

they become truly “one” in a unity of agreement 

and purpose. They get legally married, while they 

are actually still in one of the earlier phases of re-

lationship building. Sometimes, they get married 

while still in courtship and that usually has a 

quick finish. Other times it is during the 

“Commitment-to-betrothal” phase, where it be-

comes a dice roll as to whether they are able to 

work through the trials and tribulations, and stay 

true to their wedding vows. The outcome will de-

pend on how mature their love becomes. Progres-

sion through the phases of relationship growth is 

principally about progression through the levels of 

maturing love.  

 Working through Phileo love and matur-

ing toward unconditional Agape Love is a diffi-

cult row to hoe. True mastery of Phileo love 

means you will never perform an injustice toward 

another person. Sounds pretty good, doesn’t it? 

But without maturing to an Agape level of love, 

the conditional love of Phileo will also never 

wave the right to lawful justice if someone of-

fends you. That may work out fine if your rela-

tionship is a next door neighbor relationship, but 

how many people are trying to marry their next 

door neighbor? How does a relentless drive for 

justice work out in a romance? When we are con-

sistently unwilling to set aside our victim’s right 

to justice, it can become a barrier to moving for-

ward in the marriage phase of a relationship.  

 The concept of “victim’s rights” in God’s 

law, is that the victim of an offense has the right 

to choose mercy for the offender, and waive their 

lawful right to restitutional justice. When a case is 

brought before a judge, the judge determines the 

rights of the victim to receive compensation. 
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However, those are rights, not duties. In addition 

to the rights of compensation, the victim also has 

the right to choose whether to receive full com-

pensation or to forgive part or ALL of the debt 

owed by the guilty party.  

 When a relationship is stuck in the com-
mitment-to-betrothal phase, at least one of the 
parties in the relationship is stuck in Phileo love. 
They will dutifully strive to treat the other person 
in a loving manner, and seek to correct any of-
fense they have committed. However, if they are 
offended, they will press for justice until they 
have received their just “pound of flesh.” When a 
relationship is stuck in phileo love, there is no rest 
because there is constant effort as both parties 
strive to maintain their side of the justice balance. 
 It’s like being on a seesaw. If two people 
are separated on a seesaw, the only way that they 
come close to equilibrium, is if every change in 
balance is immediately countered by an equal and 
opposite compensation. Equilibrium may look 
like rest from a distance, but it takes work to 
maintain it, as any slight movement will require 
an immediate counter balance. There is no rest in 
it and the further the two are separated the harder 
it is to maintain balance.  
 On the other hand, if both parties came 
together in union at the center of the seesaw, other 
people could be moving the ends of the seesaw 
wildly up and down, and yet, the two (in union at 
the center) would be steady and at rest. The center 
point on the seesaw has no vertical movement no 
matter how high or fast the ends are moving 
around it. Unity brings peace and rest in the midst 
of turmoil.  
 When two people come together and their 
love matures to an unconditional (agape) love, 
then they will surrender their old self (as an indi-
vidual) to allow their new identity (in the relation-
ship) to define who they are in unity and agree-
ment with their spouse. In this type of unity, the 
two are one in purpose as they seek the common 
will of the Father rather than their own individual 
wills. The common thread of seeking God’s will 
is what brings the two into unity and agreement. 
 Surrendering of the need for quid pro quo 
justice is the hallmark of Agape love. That’s what 
makes it unconditional. Eros is conditional as it 
requires that there be some level of attraction and 
interest on both sides of the relationship. Phileo is 

conditional as it requires that there be fairness and 
justice for both parties. But Agape puts no condi-
tions. It is just pure love. Since God is love, walk-
ing in Agape is walking in unity with God. This 
unity is a “unity in purpose” that is manifested in 
Spirit, Soul and Body. 
 The marriage phase of a relationship 
aligns with the Tabernacles phase of God’s plan 
for Salvation. God reaches out and calls us to be 
justified by faith in our Passover experience, then 
sanctifies us through the trials and tribulations of 
His refining fire during our Pentecost experience, 
but it is in the fulfillment of our Tabernacles ex-
perience where he transforms us to a glorified 
form such that we become incorruptible (1 Cor. 
15:53-54). After our new / spirit identity is begot-
ten from above in our Passover experience, we 
learn obedience and die to our old / natural self 
through our Pentecost experience that we may be 
transformed into the fullness of our spirit man as 
Sons and Daughters of God our Father.  
 In the final chapter of the book of Job, 
when Job finally reaches the end of the journey of 
his trials and tribulations, and surrenders to the 
realization of God’s complete sovereignty in all 
things, Job says : “I have heard of thee by the 
hearing of the ear: but now mine eye seeth thee” 
Job 42:5 KJV). Seeing is the sense that goes along 
with completion of a journey. “Belief” in the po-
tential was the motivator in Passover, “Hearing/
Listening” and learning the will of God was the 
transforming function of Pentecost, but Tabernac-
les is about coming into sonship and “seeing” God 
as he is. 2Beloved, now are we the sons of God, 
and it doth not yet appear what we shall be: 
but we know that, when he shall appear, we 
shall be like him; for we shall see him as he is. 
(1 Jn. 3:2 KJV)  
 Being a part of the marriage supper of the 
Lamb is about entering into the unity of marriage 
with the Bridegroom Christ. The pre-ordained 
plan for man was to learn about that greater ful-
fillment, through a type and shadow, as manifest-
ed in our journey from courtship to marriage as 
husbands and wives. The emotional experiences 
that we go through in each phase of the journey 
are the very experiences that cause the relation-
ship to grow and mature and God is bringing us 
individually and corporately through the very 
same pattern as we are prepared to become the 
bride of Christ. The progression of our maturity in 
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In our last lesson, I Cor. 15, we had just 

discussed vs. 29. He then asks why he and the 

other apostles stand in jeopardy every hour?  Paul 

and the other apostles were in danger constantly 

of bodily harm and/or death as they attempted to 

take the gospel to the Gentiles. Vs. 31 is a little 

difficult to understand.  According to other trans-

lations and the Companion Bible it could also 

read “I affirm by the boasting in you which I 

have in Christ Jesus our Lord, I die daily.”  

This is in response to the question in vs. 30.  The 

reason he stands in jeopardy is what he has seen 

Christ do among the congregation.  For that he 

would die daily. We don’t know what all hap-

pened to Paul at Ephesus, but obviously it was far 

from pleasant at times.  One translation I have 

says “beast like men” instead of beasts, but either 

way, Paul was in danger of his life.  What ad-

vantage was this to him if the dead did not arise? 

Paul questions.  He would just as well eat and 

drink for tomorrow we die, he says.  But then he 

says in vs. 33, “Be not deceived: evil communi-

cations corrupt good manners.”  Don’t be de-

ceived by men promoting the false doctrine of 

there being no resurrection.   

(Read I Cor. 15:34-50)  Vs. 34 should be 
tied to vs. 33.  This is my mistake.  Ferrar Fenton 

renders vs. 33, “Be not misled: vile teachings 
corrupt good morals.”  Keep in mind that Paul is 
dealing with the false teaching that there is no res-
urrection.  I think I would be safe in saying that if 
most people did not believe in at least some form 
of resurrection, they would seek after whatever 
pleasure they envision in this life.  Most of these 
“pleasures” we would consider to be immoral.  
Paul is very concerned about this.  He is telling 
the people not to be misled, but awake or become 
acutely aware of righteousness.  Not everyone is 
knowledgeable of God and His ways and Paul is 
telling the Corinthians that are guilty of this hap-
pening.  They have a responsibility to uphold God 
and His ways that they have not done to this 
point.   

Paul is well aware of the arguments that 
they will face.  Very often questions are not in-
tended to be answered, but rather to distract a per-
son from his thinking.  Such is the question that 
Paul poses as being asked, “How are the dead 
raised up? And with what body do they 
come?” It is not the intent of one asking these 
questions that they be answered, but rather to ei-
ther distract the one being questioned or to try to 
make the one asking the questions appear highly 
intelligent.  But Paul has an answer.  He uses a 
grain of wheat or barley as an object lesson.  It 
has to die and be buried to become a plant.  The 
plant does not look like the single grain that was 
sown, but rather each plant has its own body such 
as God gives it.  But it is more glorious than the 
single grain from which it came. m  JRL 

 

I apologize for the brevity of the above 
study this issue.  I wanted to get all of Mr. Cory’s 
article into one issue if I could.  JRL 

A fool despiseth his father’s instruction: 
but he that regardeth  reproof is prudent.  Prov. 15:5 

A froward man soweth strife: and a whis-
perer separateth chief friends.  Pro. 16:28 

 

A STUDY OF THE BOOK OF  

I CORI NTHIANS 

our relationships, is principally a progression of 
our maturity in love, as we are transformed by 
God’s work within us, to love with the Agape 
love that defines His very nature. RC 


