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Last issue we discussed the various Hebrew 
words that the word “ever” was translated form.   
We found that often it meant “in perpetuity” but 
it could also mean an age with a definite begin-
ning and end, either a short term or a long term.  
I have to admit that it was probably somewhat 
boring, but I felt we needed that study as a pref-
ace to our study this month as we take up the 
same word “ever” in the New Testament.  My 
reason for wanting to do this is because what is 
meant by the Greek word or words that are trans-
lated to some form of the word “ever” often have 
a very different meaning than our English word.  
As a result what was intended to be taught in the 
original Greek has been mis-taught in our Eng-
lish language resulting in what I think is a traves-
ty in the general understanding.   
 Eight different Greek words are translated 
to some form of the word “ever”.  The primary 
Greek word or words are aion and aionios.  
Aionios, or course is from aion and they mean 
the same thing. The number in Strong’s Concord-
ance is 165.  Following is the definition:   
165. aion; from the same as 104; prop. an age; 
by extens.  perpetuity (also past); by impl. the 
world: spec. (Jewish) a Messianmic period 
(present or future); --age, course, eternal, (for) 
ever, (-more), [ln-]ever, (beginning of the, while 
the) world (began, without end).  Comp. 5550 

According to Young’s Concordance the 
words are translated into the following English 
words:aion: age 2, beginning of the world 2, 
course 1, world 32, eternal 2,  world began 1, for 
ever 27, for evermore 3, ever 2, while the world 
standeth 1, for ever and ever 21, never 7, world 

without end 1.  
aionios: eternal 42, everlasting 25, for ever 1. 

So that there is no misunderstanding, let 
me state at the beginning that I believe that 
God exists in perpetuity and also when we are 
told that man will live “for ever”, that also will 
be in perpetuity or immortality, but I believe 
that Jesus and the apostles were focused pri-
marily on a particular age they wanted us to 
pay particular attention to.  As we review some 
of the scriptures discussing this, I believe this 
will be evident.   Understanding this I believe 
opens doctrine that is lacking in most churches, 
the importance of which I pray that I can ex-
plain. 

I want to quote a number of scriptures 
having the words “for ever”, “everlasting”, 
“eternal”, “for ever and ever” and “world” in 
them all being translated from the word aion or 
a form of it.  I will put in parenthesis the proper 
translation “age” after each use of these words.  
This does not prove my point yet, but I would 
like for us to be thinking in terms of age or ag-
es when I make my point.  I pray that you will 
see why when we get to that point.  

Matt. 19:16: “And, behold, one came 
and said unto him, Good Master, what good 
thing shall I do, that I may have eternal (age
-lasting) life?”   

Matt. 19:29: “And every one that hath 
forsaken houses, or brethren, or sisters, or 
father, or mother, or wife, or children, or 
lands, for my names’s sake, shall receive an 
hundredfold, and shall inherit everlasting 
(age-lasting) life.” 
Matt. 25:41: “Then shall he say also unto 
them on the left hand, Depart from me, ye 
cursed, into everlasting (age-lasting) fire,   

LANGUAGE AND  WORDS II 



2 

 

 prepared for the devil and his angels. 
 Matt. 25:46: “And these shall ago away 
into everlasting (age-lasting) punishment: but 
the righteous into life eternal (age-lasting)”. 
 Luke 18:29-30: “There is no man  that 
hath left house, or parents or brethren, or wife, 
or children, for the kingdom of God’s sake, 
who shall not receive manifold more in this pre-
sent time and in the world (age) to come life ev-
erlasting (age-lasting).” 
 John 3:15-16: “That whosoever believeth 
in him should not perish, but have eternal (age 
lasting) life. For God so loved the world, that he 
gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever be-
lieveth in him should not perish, but have ever-
lasting (age-lasting) life.” 
 John 6:27: “Labour not for the meat 
which perisheth, but for that meat which en-
dureth unto everlasting (age-lasting) life, which 
the Son of man shall give unto you: for him 
hath God the Father sealed.” 
 John 12:25: “He that loveth his life shall 
lose it; and he that hateth his life in this world 
shall keep it unto life eternal (age-lasting).” 
 John 17:1-3:  “Father, the hour is come; 
glorify thy Son, that thy Son also may glorify 
thee: As thou hast given him power over all 
flesh, that he should give eternal (age-lasting) 
life to as many as thou hast given him. And this 
is life eternal (age lasting), that they might 
know thee the only true God, and Jesus Christ, 
whom thou hast sent.” 
 Acts 13:46: “Then Paul and Barnabas 
waxed bold, and said, It was necessary that the 
word of God should first have been spoken to 
you: but seeing ye put it from you, and judge 
yourselves unworthy of everlasting (age-lasting) 
life, lo, we turn to the Gentiles.”  
 Romans 2:7: “To them who by patient 
continuance in well doing seek for glory and 
honour and immortality, eternal (age-lasting) 
life:” 
 Romans 6:22-23: “But now being made 
free from sin, and become servant to God, ye 
have your fruit unto holiness, and the end ever-
lasting (age-lasting) life. For the wages of sin is 
death; but the gift of God is eternal (age-
lasting) life through Jesus Christ our Lord.” 
 II Cor. 4:17-18: “For our light affliction, 
which is but for a moment, worketh for us a far 
more exceeding and eternal (age-lasting) weight 

of glory; while we look not at the things which 
are seen, but at the things which are not seen: 
for the things which are seen are temporal; but 
the things which are not seen are eternal (age-
lasting).” 

Gal. 6:8: “For he that soweth to his flesh 
shall of the flesh reap corruption; but he that 
soweth to the Spirit shall of the Spirit reap life 
everlasting (age-lasting).” 

I Tim. 1:16: “Howbeit for this cause I 
obtained mercy, that in me first Jesus Christ 
might shew forth all long suffering, for a pat-
tern to them which should hereafter believe on 
him to life everlasting (age-lasting).” 

Titus 3:7: “That being justified by his 
grace, we should be made heirs according to 
the hope of eternal (age-lasting) life.” 

Heb. 6:2: “Of the doctrine of baptisms, 
and of laying on of hands, and of resurrection 
of the dead, and of eternal (age-lasting) judg-
ment.” 

Heb. 9:14-15: “How much more shall the 
blood of Christ, who through the eternal (age-
lasting) Spirit offered himself without spot to 
God, purge your conscience from dead works 
to serve the living God? And for this cause he is 
the mediator of the new testament, that by 
means of death, for the redemption of the 
transgressions that were under the first testa-
ment, they which are called might receive the 
promise of eternal (age-lasting) inheritance.” 

Heb.13:8: “Jesus Christ the same yester-
day, and to day, and for ever (the age).” 

I Peter 1:23: “Being born again, not of 
corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the 
word of God, which liveth and abideth for ever 
(the age).” 

I John 2:25:  “And this is the promise 
that he hath promised us, even eternal (age 
lasting) life.” 

Jude 6: “And the angels which kept not 
their first estate, but left their own habitation, 
he hath reserved in everlasting (age-lasting) 
chains under darkness unto the judgment of 
the great day.” 

Rev. 14:6: “And I saw another angel fly 
in the midst of heaven, having the everlasting 
(age-lasting) gospel to preach unto them that 
dwell on the earth, and to every nation, and 
kindred, and tongue, and people.” 

I have tried to take sample verses from 
most every writer of the New Testament so that 
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we could see that they were all in agreement on 
the words they used.  Now, to this point, the 
words the translators used (ever, eternal, and ever-
lasting) in translating the Greek words aion and 
aionios might appear to be correct.  However, let 
us go to Rev. 20:4-6, “And I saw thrones, and 
they sat upon them, and judgment was given 
unto them: and I saw the souls of them that 
were beheaded for the witness of Jesus, and for 
the word of God, and which had not wor-
shipped the beast, neither his image, neither 
had received his mark upon their foreheads, or 
in their hands, and they lived and reigned with 
Christ a thousand years,  But the rest of the 
dead lived not again until the thousand years 
were finished.  This is the first resurrection.  
Blessed and holy is he that hath part in the 
first resurrection: on such the second death 
hath no power, but they shall be priests of God 
and of Christ, and shall reign with him a thou-
sand years.” 

To me this is speaking of another age to 
follow the age we are in at present.  Ages begin 
and end with significant events taking place, but 
not necessarily one building up to the other.  The 
ages we are familiar with are the ages from Adam 
to the flood, from the flood to the birth, death and 
resurrection of Christ, and then from Christ’s res-
urrection to present.  How many, if any, took 
place before Adam we don’t really know.  The 
scriptures infer that the next age, the thousand 
years will start with a partial resurrection from the 
dead. It would then end with the Great White 
Throne of Judgment. What happens beyond that 
we have very little information.   

Because apparently most people believe 
what I refer to as “the heaven-hell” doctrine, the 
above scripture has gone un-noticed.  I have had 
people tell me that Revelation is too difficult to 
understand so they ignore it.  I even had one gen-
tleman tell me it should not be in the Bible.  I be-
lieve it to be the history of the world, particularly 
of the house of Israel, prewritten.  I agree that it is 
sometimes difficult to understand, but I believe it 
is understandable. 

While I can’t go into a detailed study of 
the above scripture in this article, we do need to 
try to get a general idea of what it is saying to re-
alize that it is this age that Jesus and the apostles 
were talking about in the sample scriptures that 
we have listed.  In Romans 4:13 we are told, For 

the promise, that he should be the heir of the 
world, was not to Abraham, or to his seed, 
through the law, but through the righteousness 
of faith.”  In verse 3 of this same chapter we are 
told, “For what saith the scripture? Abraham 
believed God, and it was counted unto him for 
righteousness.”  Because Abraham believed God, 
God made a series of unconditional promises to 
him, that if taken all together, Paul says he was 
promised that he would be heir of the world.  God 
had the authority to make this promise as in Exo-
dus 19:5, He says, “for all the earth is mine”.  
Gal. 3:29 tells us, “And if ye be Christ’s then 
are ye Abraham’s seed, and heirs according to 
the promise.” If we take the statement in Rom. 
4:13 and consider it with the later part of Rev. 
20:6, “but they shall be priests of God and of 
Christ, and shall reign with him a thousand 
years”, this then is the reward of faithfulness.  
You don’t have to be martyred for Christ, but 
have the faith of a martyr to be in this first resur-
rection.   

I believe that a study of the 13th chapter of 
Revelation will show that the beast is the love of 
money and the mark in head and hand is the men-
tal determination to gain all the money one can.  
If being rich is one’s foremost focus, that person 
has the mark of the beast.  When money becomes 
more than the medium of exchange to a person, I 
believe they have the mark of the beast.  I don’t 
believe that there is anything wrong with making 
a living and the money necessary to carry on 
one’s normal business.  Several people listed in 
scripture were rich in their day and there was not 
condemnation for it.  But there is great condemna-
tion for those who put their trust in their money, 
or their riches.   

We’re told in Rev. 20:6 that for those in 
this first resurrection, the second death has no 
power over them.  Verses 14 and 15 of chapter 20 
tell us that the second death is being cast into the 
lake of fire.  This is the death that we should be 
concerned about.  Romans 5:12-14, when translat-
ed correctly, says, “Wherefore, as by one man 
sin entered into the world and death by sin, 
and so death passed upon all men, on which 
(for that) all have sinned: (For until the law sin 
was in the world: but sin is not imputed when 
there is no law.  Nevertheless death reigned 
from Adam to Moses, even over them that had 
not sinned after the similitude of  
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Adam’s transgression, who is the figure of him 
that was to come.”  This is telling us that we all 
die the mortal death because of Adam’s sin, not 
our own.  It is because we die that we sin we’re 
told.  It is the second death that we die because of 
our own sins.  But if we are in that first resurrec-
tion, the second death has no power over us be-
cause of our forgiveness that Christ died for.  

In Matt. 25: 41 and 46 listed above, they 
talk about the unbelievers going into everlasting 
punishment.  If we were to take these verses to 
mean punishment in perpetuity, this would mean 
that God is breaking His own law.  In His law He 
instituted the Jubilee.  The Jubilee was a year of 
release, a release from slavery and a release from 
debt.  Anyone indebted for any reason, whether 
from financial indebtedness or indebtedness due 
to a crime or sin, they were released from it and 
were free to start over again. There was also a 
debt release every 7 years.  God does not believe 
in perpetual punishment.  Also remember that 
God’s judgments were always restorative in na-
ture, the idea being to restore things back to be-
fore the debt was incurred or better.  The overall 
purpose of God’s plan is to restore man back to 
the position Adam was in before he sinned.  For 
this reason I do not believe that the “lake of fire” 
is a destructive punishment, but rather a lawful 
restorative one.  Romans 5:18 says, “Therefore 
as by the offence of one (Adam) judgment came 
upon all men to condemnation; even so by the 
righteousness of one (Chr ist) the free gift came 
upon all men unto justification of life.” 

I believe we can conclude that we all need 
to be striving to be a part of that first resurrection 
and to be immortal to enjoy that age that I believe 
the writers we sampled were talking about.   

There are a couple more words that are 
translated “ever” that we need to look at. The first 
is pantote. 
3842. pantote: from 3956 and 3753; every when, 
i.e. at all times:--alway (-s), ever (-more). 
Luke 15:31: “And he said unto him, Son, thou 
art ever (pantote) with me, and all that I have is 
thine.” 
Thess. 4:17: “Then we which are alive and re-
main shall be caught up together with them in 
the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so 
shall we ever (pantote) be with the Lord. 
 One more word we want to look at is 
dienekes. 

In our last issue,  Paul had intended to come 
to the Corinthians again as he traveled to Macedo-
nia, but had to make a change in his plans. 

(Read II Cor. 1:17-24)  Paul did not come to 
them at that time, so he is defending his decision.  
Their question might have been, is he fickle mind-
ed, i.e. can’t make up his mind and stick with it?  
Does he first say yes and then no, or the other way 
around?  He says this is not God’s way.  He says 
that Jesus Christ, whom was preached among them 
by not only himself, but by Silvanus and Timothy 
is not fickle minded, but a positive yes.  This means 
all the promises of God are yes, they will be carried 
out.  He who established Paul and his company 
with them is God whom Paul says hath also sealed 
us and given the earnest of His Spirit in our hearts.  
He then calls upon God as his witness that he came 
not to Corinth, as he had planned, to spare them.  
This apparently had to do with whatever happened 
since his first letter to them that prompted the sec-
ond, or the severe letter, that we don’t have record 
of.  Apparently because of the severity of what he 
wrote in that letter, he does not feel yet that it is 
time for him to come to them again.  He says this is 
not because he has dominion over their faith, but 
rather are helpers of their joy, for by faith ye stand, 
he tells them. 

(Read II Cor. 2:1-11)  He says that he deter-
mined to not come to them distressed or with heavi-
ness of heart because if he distressed them, who 
would make him glad.  The only people who could 
make him glad were the very people he would have 
distressed if he came.  So he says that he is writing 
this letter so that when he does come he won’t have 
sorrow from those that he should have joy from as 
he has confidence in them because they are all a 
delight to him.  The letter that we don’t have he 
says was written out of much anguish of his heart 
and with many tears, not that they might be grieved 
with it, but rather that they might know and under-
stand the love he has in abundance for them.  He 
says that if anyone, I believe referring to the man 
that we read in Paul’s first letter that they should 

A STUDY OF THE BOOK OF  

II CORINTHIANS 

1336. dienekes: neut. Of a comp. of 1223 and a der pof 
anm a;t 5342; carried through, i.e. (adv. With 1519 and 
3588 pref.) perpetually:—continually, for ever. 
JRL 
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cast out of the congregation because of the forni-
cation he had committed by marrying his father’s 
wife, caused grief, it wasn’t to him only, but to 
them as well and he doesn’t want to be too severe 
on them.  He says that he believes the punishment 
that was apparently given the man has been suffi-
cient and he thinks that they should now forgive 
him and comfort him, lest he be swallowed up 
with too much sorrow.  He asks them now to con-
firm their love toward the man.  He said that it was 
for this purpose that he wrote to them that he 
might know by their word whether they were obe-
dient in all things.  Whom they forgive, Paul says 
he also forgives for their sakes in the presence of 
Jesus Christ; lest the adversary should get the ad-
vantage, for Paul says they are not ignorant of his 
devices.   

(Read II Cor. 2:12-17)  Another part of the 
reason that Paul did not come to Corinth as he had 
planned was that when he came to Troas, a door 
was opened to him to preach and teach there.  
However, he apparently had intended to meet Ti-
tus there, but was troubled in the spirit because he 
was not there.  So he left there and went directly to 
Macedonia.   

Paul then thanks God Who always causes 
Paul to triumph in Christ and makes the savor of 
the knowledge of Christ manifest by Paul every 
place he goes.  He says he, or we, are a sweet sa-
vor of Christ unto God both to them that are saved 
and to them among the perishing.  To those among 
the perishing it is the odor of death unto death, but 
to those who are saved it is the odor of life unto 
life.  With the knowledge I believe we have as to 
what the “lake of fire”  and the “second death” is I 
find this statement interesting.  For those who do 
not have their name written in the book of life, 
they are resurrected from mortal death to go into 
the second death, or the judgment of restitution.  
For those whose names are written in the book of 
life, they go from life to true life through death.  
He asks, who is equal to this?  Then he says that 
they are not as many who corrupt, or adulterate, 
the word of God, but speak with purity of God in 
the sight of God speak we in Christ, he says.  It is 
somewhat surprising to me that the word of God 
had become corrupted by so many in so short a 
time after the resurrection.  I understand the Jews 
corrupting of God’s word, but am surprised that so 
many others have done the same in some form or 
other.  

As we mentioned before, there is a very 
strong possibility of there being a third letter writ-
ten by Paul to the Corinthians that was written in 
between the letters we have of I Cor. and II Cor. 
which is known as the severe letter.  Possibly be-
cause of what Paul wrote in that letter, he made 
some adjustments to his planned travel schedule 
putting off coming to Corinth for a little bit of 
time.  He doesn’t seem to be backing off of what 
he said in that “severe letter” if it did exist, but 
seems to be continuing to push ahead as we start 
chapter 3.  (Read II Cor. 3:1-6)  Paul asks if he 
needs to start over by commending himself to 
them or have them or someone else write letters of 
introduction to them about him and his party, as if 
he needed them, as some others did.  He tells the 
Corinthians that they were his letter written in his 
heart and is read and acknowledged by all men.  
Quoting from the Ferrar Fenton translation, Paul 
repeats himself, “For you are a clear letter from 
Christ, transmitted by us; not written with ink, 
but by a living Spirit of God; not upon stony 
tablets, but upon fleshy tablets of hearts.”  He 
has great confidence through Christ before God, 
not because of any special ability or attribute of his 
own, but rather he says God has made them able 
ministers of the new testament, not of the letter, 
like the Old Covenant since the letter kills, but of 
the Spirit as the Spirit gives life.   

We may need to pause a moment to discuss 
the “new testament” as the King James puts it.  
When we think of the New Testament today, all 
too often think of that portion of our Bible titled 
“The New Testament.”  Keep in mind that what 
Paul is writing will become a part of the New Tes-
tament as we know it, not the New Testament as 
such.  So is there something else known as the 
New Testament?   The word “testament” is trans-
lated from the Greek “diatheke” and means 
“dispensation, full arrangement.” This same word 
is also translated “covenant” in the King James.  
While the Greek word stays the same, the words 
testament and covenant are used alternatively 
throughout the New Testament.  Since it is “new”, 
there must also be an “old.”  We find the “Old 
Covenant, or Testament” in Exodus 19:5-6, 8, 
“Now therefore, If ye will obey my voice indeed, 
and keep my covenant, then ye shall be a peculi-
ar treasure unto me above all people: for all the 
earth is mine: and ye shall be unto me a king-
dom of priests, and an holy nation….And all the 
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  people answered together, and said, All that 
the LORD hath spoken we will do.”  This was a 
conditional covenant in that God said “if” ye will 
obey.  Only if they did as He said would the rest 
of the covenant be valid.  The voice they were to 
obey was God’s law starting with the Ten Com-
mandments which we find in the next chapter of 
Exodus.  Of course, we know the Israelites did not 
obey His voice and keep His covenant and they 
were taken into captivity and put out of their land, 
the kingdom of Judah for a relatively short time, 
and the kingdom of Israel who were never to re-
turn. The New Testament is an unconditional cov-
enant, no “ifs”.  While the New Testament of our 
Bible is what the New Testament or Covenant is 
all about, we first find it spelled out in Jeremiah 
31:31-34 and then we find nearly the same lan-
guage in Hebrews 8:8-12, “Behold, the days 
come, saith the Lord, when I will make a new 
covenant with the house of Israel and with the 
house of Judah: not according to the covenant 
that I made with their fathers in the day when 
I took them by the hand to lead them out of the 
land of Egypt; because they continued not in 
my covenant, and I regarded them not, saith 
the Lord.  For this is the covenant that I will 
make with the house of Israel after those days, 
saith the Lord; I will put my laws into their 
mind, and write them in their hearts: and I will 
be to them a God, and they shall be to me a 
people: and they shall not teach every man his 
neighbour, and every man his brother, saying, 
know the Lord: for all shall know me, from the 
least to the greatest.  For I will be merciful to 
their unrighteousness, and their sins and their 
iniquities will I remember no more.”  He 
doesn’t say “if” they will obey, but rather “I will 
put my laws into their mind, and write them in 
their hearts.”   In other words, the people will 
obey.  Disobedience will be taken from their 
hearts and minds.  The only way this could hap-
pen was for there to be total forgiveness, for-
giveness through the sacrifice Jesus made for us 
on the cross.  We’ll discuss this more later, but we 
need to know that this is the New Testament  that 
Paul is talking about in II Cor. 3:6.  When he says 
“not of the letter, but of the spirit”,  he is first 
referring to the old covenant in that failure to keep 
any law to the letter was a sin, and the wages of 
sin is death.  Of the spirit is reference to what Je-
sus Christ has done for us where though none of 
us can ever boast of being perfect, we can appear 

before the Father perfect in His sight as He looks 
on us and sees Jesus Christ instead of us in our 
sinful state.   

(Read II Cor. 3:7-18)  This is a reference 
to Exodus 34.  (Read Exodus 34:27-35)  The min-
istry of death, written and engraven in stones is a 
reference to the law.  The Ten Commandments 
were engraved in the stone tablets, but notice in 
Exodus 34:32 that Moses taught the people all 
that the Lord had spoken to him during his 40 
days on the mountain,  so this included the whole 
law of commandments, statutes and judgments.  
Because there is no provision in the law whereby 
a person can obtain eternal life, but rather disobe-
dience to any one of these laws brought death, 
Paul refers to the religion based on keeping the 
law the ministry of death.  We need to understand 
that there is nothing wrong with the law, it was 
given for our benefit.  But again, there is no provi-
sion of the law that gives or promises life.  But 
when Moses came down off the mountain after 
receiving the law, his face shown so that no one 
could look on his face, so he had to wear a vail.  
Paul refers to the shining of Moses’ face as the 
“glory of his countenance”  which did not last.  
We’re not told how long Moses’ face shown, but 
this glory did pass away, it was not permanent.  If 
the ministry of death was so glorious that people 
could not look on Moses’ face,  Paul asks how 
much more glorious will be the ministry of the 
Spirit.  James 2:10 says, “For whosoever shall 
keep the whole law, and yet offend in one 
point, he is guilty of all.”  If the ministry of the 
law, or that which condemns, be glorious, how 
much more the ministry of righteousness.  That 
which appeared glorious was not glorious in com-
parison to the glory that excelleth.  If the shining 
face of Moses was done away with, how much 
more glorious is that which remaineth? 

Having the hope of the glory that remains, 

Paul says that “we use great plainness of 

speech.”  He says the Israelites were blinded by 

that which passeth away, but the problem is that 

this blindness still remained in Paul’s day.  When 

the law is read, the vail is upon the heart of the 

people.  Yet when one turns to the Lord, the vail 

shall be taken away and the true glory of the Spirit 

can be seen.  “The Lord is that Spirit; and 

where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty.  

Paul then says the we all, with unveiled faces, be-
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made manifest in his body.  I’m guessing that it 
was a near miracle that he was able to carry on his 
ministry from a physical standpoint, but in so do-
ing, through Jesus his ministry was powerful 
enough to make it evident that this power was 
coming from a source beyond that of Paul’s mor-
tal body.  He borrows a saying from Psalms 
116:10, “I believed, therefore have I spoken.”  
We don’t know who authored this psalm, but ob-
viously the author had faced death in the eye, but 
was rescued by God.  I’m sure Paul felt much the 
same way, thus he used the saying to tell us that 
he also spoke.  He says that he can speak because 
he knows that the same God that raised Jesus 
Christ from the dead will also by Jesus raise him 
up and present him along with the Corinthians 
before God the Father.   

All things that happened are for the sake 
of those to whom he is writing.  Because of this 
Paul says he is no coward.  Yet though his out-
ward body may be perishing, his inward self is 
renewed day by day.  He says that the light afflic-
tion that he suffers will acquire him an unsur-
passed load of glory in eternity, or in the age.  The 
things we see are temporary, he says, while the 
unseen things are eternal.  I might point out that 
Paul certainly believed that there will be different 
levels of rewards depending on what a person did 
during his or her lifetime.  This is part of the rea-
son that we need to understand the difference be-
tween justification, the free gift, and sanctifica-
tion, the acknowledgement by God of a person’s 
maturing in Christ.  The justification is the same 
for everyone and requires no effort on our part 
other than accepting it as a free gift.  Sanctifica-
tion has to be worked for and the amount and or 
quality of our work will determine the reward we 
receive in the kingdom.  As I have said before, I 
believe that rewards are different degrees of re-
sponsibility in the kingdom. 

(Read II Cor. 5:1-11)  Paul is speaking of 
our body when he speaks of the tent, or tabernacle 
of our earthly house.  When we die, this body is 
dissolved or destroyed.  Paul says he knows we 
have another house, a building of God, not made 
with hands, eternal or age-lasting in the heavens.  
Many people use this chapter to “prove” that as 
soon as we die, we go to heaven, but let us study 
closely what Paul has to say.  Most of us at one 
time or another have probably wished for the time 
when we would be immortal and no longer have 

holding, as looking in a mirror, the glory of the 

Lord, are changed into the same image as Jesus 

from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the 

Lord.  

(Read II Cor. 4:1-6)  It seems to me that, 
though Paul is well acquainted with the Corinthi-
ans and they with him, he is re-establishing his 
credentials with them, possibly because of the 
“severe letter” that we have discussed that he 
might have written to them earlier.  He says that 
since he has this ministry, as he has received mer-
cy, he has not been cowardly in carrying it out.  
He has renounced the secret things of dishonesty, 
has not walked in craftiness, nor has adulterated 
the word of God, but by manifesting, or bringing 
forth the truth, has established himself to every 
man’s conscience in the sight of God.  If the gos-
pel he is preaching is hidden, it is hidden to those 
who are lost or perishing in whom the god of this 
age has blinded their minds that they believe not.  
The blinding has been so that the light of the glo-
rious gospel of Christ will not shine unto them. 

He says that he is not preaching about 
himself, but rather about Jesus Christ with himself 
being a servant for Jesus’ sake.  He goes back to 
the creation of the universe in saying that the God 
that commanded light to shine out of darkness 
(Gen. 1:3) has shined in his heart to give light of 
the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of 
Jesus Christ which is a reference to Luke 9:29, 
“And as he prayed, the fashion of his counte-
nance was altered, and his raiment was white 
and glistering.”  This is when Jesus was transfig-
ured before Peter, James and John.  

(Read II Cor. 4:7-18) Paul believed that 
the power that was exhibited through his ministry 
was made manifest that it was of God in that it 
was far greater than the capability of Paul’s mor-
tal body.  There was nothing about Paul, so far as 
his physical abilities were concerned that could 
produce such power.  He says that he is troubled 
or hard-pressed on every side, but he is not dis-
tressed; at a loss, yet not despairing; persecuted 
but not forsaken; cast down, but not destroyed.  In 
saying this, it appears to me that Paul, in his mor-
tal body, showed signs of the suffering that he had 
been through, thus he says that he was always 
bearing in the body the dying of the Lord Jesus.  
Yet in spite of what his physical condition might 
have been, if this was what he was referring to, he 
says that it was so that the life of Jesus might be 
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the cares of this world.  Paul indicates he has 
wished for the same thing.  However, note that 
he says that we desire our house which is from 
heaven, not in heaven.  He then says, “if so be 
that being clothed we shall not be found na-
ked.”  This indicates to me that he is speaking of 
more than a spiritual body.  Yet he says that be-
ing in this mortal body, we groan, not that we 
want to be unclothed, i.e. that we should die, ra-
ther that we should be clothed upon that mortali-
ty might be swallowed up of life.  He is looking 
for Christ to return and that the living would be 
instantly changed from mortal to immortal.  
Again, I think we have all wished that we could 
live to that point and not have to go through 
death.  It is God who enables us to work for this 
purpose and it is He that has given us the earnest 
of His Spirit.  Therefore, knowing this, Paul says 
that he is confident knowing that while we are at 
home in this mortal body, we are absent from the 
Lord.  He then makes the statement “for we 
walk by faith, not be sight.”  This I think refers 
back to  vs. 18 of chapter 4, “While we look not 
at things which are seen, but at the things 
which are not seen: for the things which are 
seen are temporal; but the things which are 
not seen are eternal.”  While in our mortal bod-
ies, we see that which is mortal and we know that 
there is something unseen that is much greater.  
Again, Paul says he is confident and he admits 
that he is willing to be absent from the body, and 
to be present with the Lord.  But he knows that 
dying does not automatically put us in heaven 
with Jesus.  Back in vs. 14 of chapt. 4 he says, 
“Knowing that he which raised up the Lord 
Jesus shall raise up us also by Jesus, and shall 
present us with you.”  So he is aware that this 
clothing with the house from heaven does not 
happen until the resurrection.  He goes on to say 
here in vs. 9 that because he looks forward to the 
day of being with the Lord, he works that, wheth-
er in this life or in the resurrected life  he or we  

may be accepted of Him since all of us have to 
appear before the Judgment-seat of Christ, that 
everyone receive the things done in his body, ac-
cording to what he or she has done, whether it be 
good or bad.  As I have mentioned before, it is a 
mystery to me what people are thinking, including 
many that profess to be Christians.  They appear 
to be totally unaware that we all have to answer to 
Christ for what we have done.  I don’t know if 
people just believe that when they die, that is the 
end of all things, or do they not believe they are 
accountable for what they do in this life.  Paul 
then says then knowing the fear of the Lord, he 
tries to persuade men.  In so doing he is manifest 
to God and he prays that he is likewise manifest to 
the Corinthians.   

He says that if he appears to be mad, it is 
for God, if he appears to be rational, it is for the 
people.  It is Christ that sustains him thus he judg-
es that if one died for all then all are dead.  An 
example would be that if one person plowed the 
snow from all his neighbor’s driveway, then all 
his neighbors would have their driveways plowed.  
Keep in mind that Paul is not talking about mortal 
death here.  He is talking about the second death.  
If Christ died the second death for us, then we are 
all dead.  Going back to our example of the 
plowed driveways, while everyone has a plowed 
driveway, each one now has access to the high-
way.  Though this may be a crude example, since 
Christ died for all, all have access to life, not mor-
tal life, but immortal life.  Thus Paul says that 
those that are living this mortal life, should not 
live it unto themselves, but to the one who died 
for them and rose again. 

We will continue with vs. 16 in our next 
issue.    
JRL                                                             .  

 
By mercy and truth iniquity is purged: and 

by the fear of the LORD men depart from evil. Prov. 

16:6. 


