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IN THE BEGINNING 
A STUDY OF THE BOOK OF  

GENESIS (Part 5) 

In Genesis 15 God adds another promise and elab-
orates on a couple of promises that have already 
been given.  (Read Genesis 15:1)  We said in our 
last lesson that there were five things that are nec-
essary for any nation or kingdom to exist.  One of 
those was to have a religious system.  God is 
providing that in this promise.  Their religion was 
to be monotheistic, i.e. there was to only be one 
God.  God establishes Himself as that God, He 
was to be “thy shield, and thy exceeding great 
reward.”  Not only was He to be the protector, 
the one upon which the people could depend, but 
He was to be an “exceeding great reward,” i.e. 
He was to be a great provider for them.  As we 
will see as we study further, the greatest reward is 
immortality and all that goes with it.   
 (Read Genesis 15:2-6) The promises that 
we have looked at so far either are that Abram 
will have a great number of descendants, or the 
promises are to go to the descendants.  Abram is 
beginning to realize that there is a problem.  He is 
getting to be an old man and, even more im-
portantly,  his wife, Sarai, is getting beyond child 
bearing age and they have yet to have a child.   

So we find him trying to help God out 
with the problem that Abram sees. The law of the 
land at that time was known as the “Code of 
Khammurabi,” which was written and established 
by King Amraphel, one of the four kings we dis-
cussed earlier.   In this law, one born in ones 
household was considered to be an heir, though he 
might be a servant.  Abram asks God if Eliezer, 
Abram’s steward, who was born in Abram’s 

house, could suffice as his heir.  God rejects this 
idea and then, strangely, proceeded to emphasize to 
Abram what a multitude of seed Abram would 
have by showing him the stars in the heavens and 
telling Abram that if he could count the stars, he 
would be able to count his seed.  This is the second 
of four versions of the promise that Abram’s seed 
would become a huge multitude.  He tells him 
again that Abram would have a child that was his 
own child.  Then a very important statement is 
made: “And he believed in the LORD: and he 
counted it to him for righteousness.” We will see 
the importance of this statement when we study 
Paul’s epistle to the Romans where he explains the 
doctrine of “imputation.”   

(Read Gen. 15:7-14)  God then repeats the 
land promise.  Abram, while he believes God, still 
would like to have something to hold to as evi-
dence that he would have a child.  So Abram asks 
God, “whereby shall I know that I shall inherit 
it?”   
 Today, if two people make a legal contract 
with each other, the common practice is to write 
out the contract, both people sign it before a Notary 
Public to assure each other that they are who they 
say they are, and then they file it with the county 
clerk and recorder as a matter of public record.  A 
custom at that time was, if two people wanted to 
assure the other that they would keep a covenant, 
or agreement, or contract, that they would make 
with each other, was to take an animal (sheep, goat, 
or cow, probably depending on how important the 
contract was) and kill it and divide it in half and lay 
the two halves out opposite each other.  Then the 
two parties to the agreement would walk arm in 
arm between the two halves of the animal, in effect 
saying, may the same happen to me if I don’t keep 
my part of the agreement.  In answer to Abram’s 
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 and burning lamp, took full responsibility for the 
covenant that He made with Abram by passing 
between the halves of the animals without Abra-
ham.  While it might first appear that this only ap-
plied to the promise of the land, that is extended in 
vs. 18 to include all of the land from the Mediter-
ranean Sea to the Euphrates River and south to the 
border of Egypt, Gen. 22:16-18 and Heb. 6:13-14 
confirm that all of the promises are included in 
this unconditional covenant. It is very important 
that we remember that these promises are uncon-
ditional as we will come across events and cove-
nants that seem to contradict this, but the ultimate 
purpose of this covenant is expressed in passing 
by the apostle Paul in Romans 4:13, that Abram’s 
seed would inherit the world, i.e. become the rul-
ers with Christ of the whole world.  God has kept 
true to these promises and as confirmed here, has 
done it Himself; the number one thing He has 
done was His dying on the cross in the personage 
of Jesus Christ and His resurrection, which we 
will see as we study further, is the foundation of 
God’s plan.  We will see much more of what He 
has done to carry out these promises as we contin-
ue our study. 
  As we study throughout the Bible, we will 
frequently find that God does something for His 
name’s sake.  These all refer to these promises.  
God has put His name at risk if He fails to keep 
any of these promises.  An example of this is in 
Psalms 106:7-8, “Our fathers understood not 
thy wonders in Egypt; they remembered not 
the multitude of thy mercies; but provoked him 
at the sea, even at the Red sea.  Nevertheless he 
saved them for his name’s sake, that he might 
make his mighty power to be known.”  Israel 
provoked God at the Red sea, yet because of these 
promises, God saved them. We will see many ex-
amples of this as we study.  
 (Read Heb. 6:16-20)  God’s promises are 
immutable, or unchangeable.  The author of He-
brews is attempting to show this fact to his read-
ers. These promises here in Genesis were the first 
of two immutable things that God promised un-
conditionally that the author of Hebrews discusses 
in verse 18.  We will look at the second one when 
we study the book of Hebrews.  This uncondition-
al nature of these promises is something that was 
recognized by the prophets and the apostles in 
their writings.  It has a definite bearing on history, 
past, present and future, even into eternity.   

question, God told him to take 3 animals, a heifer, 
a goat, and a ram plus a turtle dove and a young 
pigeon (this tells us how important this covenant 
or contract was) and prepare them for the ceremo-
ny of confirming an agreement, or covenant.  
Abram did as God told him by killing and divid-
ing the animals, though he was not to divide the 
birds, and then waited.  As the sun was going 
down, God caused a deep sleep to fall upon 
Abram.  We’re not told whether it was by a 
dream or whether God spoke to Abram, but He 
prophesied telling Abram that his seed would be a 
stranger in a land that is not theirs and that they 
would serve that nation and be afflicted by them 
400 years.  Also that God would judge that nation 
and Abram’s seed would come out from it with 
great substance.  We now know that the nation 
God was speaking of was Egypt.  We’re told in 
Exodus 12:40 that the sojourning of the children 
of Israel in Egypt was 430 years.  Both the 400 
and the 430 years are correct.  At the time that 
God was telling Abram this, the land of Canaan 
was under the jurisdiction of Egypt.  The 430 
years is dated from the calling of Abram telling 
him to travel to the land of Canaan, while the 400 
years dated from the birth of Isaac.  The Israelites 
were only in the actual land of Egypt for about 
210 years. 

 Gen. 15:15-16 says,  “And thou shalt 
go to thy fathers in peace; thou shalt be buried 
in a good old age.    But in the fourth genera-
tion they shall come hither again: for the iniq-
uity of the Amorites is not yet full.”  God prom-
ises Abram a long, peaceful life and then tells 
him that his descendants would return to the land 
in the fourth generation, for He says, “the iniqui-
ty of the Amorites was not yet full.”  We have 
discussed the difference between God’s will and 
His purpose.  As so often with the Israelites, God 
seems to me to be giving the Amorites and the 
people of the land of Canaan time to repent, 
though His plan is that they will not do so. If I am 
right, they have a little over 400 years to make 
things right, but when that 400 years is up, God is 
going to bring Abram’s descendants back into the 
land to possess it. 

 (Read Genesis 15:17-21)  When the sun 
went down, vs. 17 tells us  “behold a smoking 
furnace, and a burning lamp that passed be-
tween those pieces.”  The significance is that 
God alone, manifested as the smoking furnace 
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 Some have argued that the fact that Abram 
was humble before God and believed Him actual-
ly became a condition for the promises.  It may 
have been a reason that God made the promises to 
him, though if we believe in the sovereignty of 
God, I think we have to believe that this was part 
of God’s plan from the beginning.  But it was not 
a condition, i.e. Abram was not required to per-
form any level of performance to receive the 
promises.  This does not mean that Abram did not 
continue to believe and worship God as he did so 
out of his love of God.  But the statement in Gen. 
22:16, “By myself have I sworn, saith the 
Lord.” is a statement in principle we see repeated 
in Gen 26:3 and Gen. 28:12-15 when God con-
firmed these promises to Isaac and Jacob respec-
tively.   
 (Read Gen. 16:1-6)  Recall in chapter 12, 
we were told that Abram and Sarai, his wife, and 
their household went down into Egypt because of 
a serious famine in the land of Canaan.  Because 
Sarai was so beautiful, Abram told her and their 
household to say to the Egyptians that Sarai was 
his sister, which she actually was his half sister, 
so that the Pharaoh would not kill Abram and take 
Sarai for his wife.  They did this, but the Pharaoh 
was so taken with Sarai that he took her into his 
harem. However, God plagued the Pharaoh so 
badly that he realized that he had made a mistake 
and he asked Abram to take his wife and his 
household and leave Egypt.  The Pharaoh gave 
Abram considerable wealth and he gave Sarai a 
handmaid.  The book of Jasher says that this 
handmaid was one of the Pharaoh’s own daugh-
ters he had by a concubine.  This is Hagar, actual-
ly an Egyptian princess, who became a handmaid 
in the household of Abram.  
 Both Abram and Sarai are guilty of trying 
to help God provide an heir to them that could 
inherit the promises that God made to Abram and 
his seed.  This is Sarai’s attempt to do so.  As we 
can see, this turned into a disaster so far as Sarai 
was concerned.  Keep in mind that both Sarai and 
Hagar are aware of these promises to Abram.  
When Hagar conceived, Sarai realized that it was 
really possible, though she was the one who came 
up with the plan, that the child that Hagar, instead 
of her, would bring forth could be the inheritor of 
these promises, so she became very jealous.  She 
mistreated Hagar so badly that Hagar fled.  
 (Read Gen. 16:7-16)  God had a plan for 

the child that was to be born of Hagar.  He in-
structed Hagar to return to her mistress and when 
the child she was carrying was born, it would be a 
son and she was to name him Ishmael, which 
means “God hears.”  He also promised that Ha-
gar’s seed would be multiplied exceedingly.  We 
know today that the Arab people are the seed of 
Ishmael and that the prophecies that God gave to 
Hagar concerning her son have come to pass in 
the Arab people.  
 Hagar did as the angel told her and re-
turned to Abram and Sarai’s household.  Abram 
was 86 years old when Ishmael was born.  But we 
see in the promise that God made with Hagar that 
the promises that were made to Abram would not 
be inherited by Ishmael, so we still have the prob-
lem of Abram and Sarai having no children.   
 (Read Gen. 17:1-8) In verse 1, God tells 
Abram that He is the Almighty God, El Shaddai.  
This is the first occurrence of this name for God 
in Scripture, and the meaning of the name tells us 
much about the circumstance here.  The Compan-
ion Bible gives the following explanation as an 
appendix: SHADDAI is in every instance translat-
ed “Almighty”, and is indicated by small capital 
letters (“ALMIGHTY”).  It is God (El), not as the 
source of strength, but of grace; not as Creator, 
but as the Giver.  Shaddai is the All-bountiful.  
This title does not refer to His creative power, but 
to His power to supply all the needs of His people.  
Its first occurrence is in Gen. 17:1, and is used to 
show Abraham that He Who called him out to 
walk alone before Him could supply all his need.  
Even so it is the title used in 2 Cor. 6:18, where 
we are called to “come out” in separation from 
the world.  It is always used in connection with El 
(see above). 
 Abram was 99 years old by this time and 
obviously concerned about not having seed, so by 
God telling him He was El Shaddai, He is assur-
ing Abram that He will do as He promised.  As 
Abram worshipped God on hearing this, God also 
changed Abram’s name to Abraham.  Abram 
means “Exalted Father,” and Abraham means 
“Father of a Multitude.”  God then reiterated some 
of the previous promises He had made and added 
some additional ones.  Not only would Abraham’s 
seed be a great nation, but Abraham would be the 
father of many nations.  The promise that God 
would be Abraham’s shield and exceeding great 
reward is expanded as God says of Abraham’s 
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would be Abraham’s shield and exceeding great 
reward is expanded as God says of Abraham’s 
seed, “I will be their God.”  The land promise is 
reiterated as well.  New to the list is in verse 6 
after He reiterates the fruitfulness promise, “and 
kings shall come out of thee.”  While there have 
been a large number of kings, or rulers, come 
from Abraham’s seed, the King of Kings Himself, 
by being born of the virgin Mary, is a descendent 
of Abraham.  The purpose that God has is to, from 
Abraham and his descendants, develop a kingdom 
of rulers.  I need to point out that not all of Abra-
ham’s descendants will be part of these rulers, for 
as Paul points out in Galatians 4:29, “And if ye 
be Christ’s, then are ye Abraham’s seed, and 
heirs according to the promise.”  This statement 
applied not only to those who were genetically 
descendants of Abraham, but non-descendants as 
well who have been justified and sanctified in 
Christ. 

 (Read Genesis 17:9-14)  This cov-
enant of circumcision has since been badly abused 
by men.  By the time we get to the New Testa-
ment, the inference is that it is part of the law that 
God gave to Moses and the Pharisees and Saddu-
cees had made it a condition for eternal salvation.  
So it is important to note the source of the ritual 
and the real reason for it.  This was to be a token, 
or a sign of the covenant, or promises that God 
made to Abraham, not a condition for their imple-
mentation. Remember that the promises are un-
conditional, i.e. God took total responsibility for 
their implementation.  Abraham, every man child 
of his seed, any male born in his house or pur-
chased with money, not of his seed, was to be cir-
cumcised.  The babies were to be circumcised 
when they were 8 days old.  Doctors today tell us 
that a baby’s highest resistance to pain is on the 
8th day from their birth.  Anyone who is not cir-
cumcised was to be cut off from his people as this 
would, in a sense, signify that they did not believe 
God.  

(Read Genesis 17:15-22)  After promising 
Abraham, for quite a number of years, that he 
would have a large family, God is finally pinning 
down the birth date of Isaac, Abraham’s son that 
would inherit the promises.  Abraham laughs at 
the thought of him and Sarah, who was 89 at the 
time, having a child.  He regards this as an impos-
sibility, even though he believes God.  In Abra-
ham’s mind, the problem was with Sarah and her 

age, as Abraham continued to father children with 
another wife after Sarah died.   To him it would be 
so much easier for God to accept Ishmael as Abra-
ham’s heir, so he said to God, “O that Ishmael 
might live before thee!”  Again, God rejects 
Abraham’s offer to help the problem of him not 
having a son by Sarai.  In making the promise that 
Sarai would have a son at the same time in the 
next year, He changed Sarai’s name to Sarah, or 
Princess.  God did hear Abraham’s plea for Ish-
mael and reiterates his promise concerning Ish-
mael and enlarges it some, but He makes it very 
clear that the promises were to go to Isaac, the son 
of promise.    

(Read Genesis 17:23-27)  Abraham was 
obedient to God’s requirement that he be circum-
cised as well as Ishmael and all of the men serv-
ants of his household.   
 (Read Gen. 18:1-8)  This gives us a look at 
the character of Abraham.  At this point, there is 
no indication that Abraham knew who these three 
men were, yet he offered the best hospitality he 
could offer.   
 We see the word “lord” used several times 
in this chapter.  They all come from the Hebrew 
adon or adonai.  In the King James translation, if 
none of the letters are capitalized, it is the word  
adon and refers to man.  If only the L is capital-
ized, it is from Adon or Adonai, and can refer to 
either God or man.  If the L is capitalized and the 
rest of the letters are in smaller capitals, it is from  
Adonai or Yahweh, and of course refers only to 
God. 
 (Read Gen. 18:9-15)  Very quickly, the 
identity of these men comes to light.  Obviously 
one of these men is Yahweh.  First we saw that 
Abraham laughed when told that Sarah would 
bear a son, now Sarah laughed when she heard the 
same.  It is interesting then that they were to name 
their son, Isaac, which means laughter.  The pro-
pensity to laugh has been a characteristic of 
Isaac’s seed ever since.  At any rate, God has set 
the time for the birth of Isaac.   
 However, there is a more immediate and 
pressing problem at the moment.  (Read  Gen. 
18:16-22) the LORD tells Abraham the reason for 
Him being there.  He is there to see how great the 
sin is in Sodom.  The two men with Him travel on 
toward Sodom, but He stays to talk further with 
Abraham.   
 (Read Gen. 18:23-33)  Abraham intercedes 
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for Sodom.  Remember that this is where Lot and 
his family are.  In verse 25, Abraham addresses 
the man who stayed as the “Judge of all the 
earth.”  In the gospel of John 5:22, we’re told 
that the Father “hath committed all judgment 
unto the Son and then in vs. 27 Jesus says, 
“And hath given him authority to execute 
judgment also, because he is the Son of man.”  
I think this leaves little doubt that the “man” to 
whom Abraham was talking was Jesus Christ.   
Abraham starts out asking if He would destroy 
Sodom if there were fifty righteous men in Sod-
om.  When the LORD said He wouldn’t destroy it 
if there were fifty, Abraham thought he might bet-
ter play it safe and asked if He would destroy it if 
only forty-five righteous men were found there.  
The LORD promised not to destroy it if there were 
forty-five, but Abraham again thought he better 
play it safe and lowered the amount to forty, then 
to thirty, and finally to ten and the LORD prom-
ised to not destroy it if there were only ten.  They 
then left off communing and the LORD went His 
way.   
 (Read Gen. 19:1-3)  Lot certainly knew 
the moral character of Sodom and seeing these 
two angels, who appeared as men, he sought to 
protect them by having them stay in his home that 
night.  The fact that Lot sat in the gate indicates 
that he was a judge in the city.  The gates of the 
city was the equivalent of our city hall.  The men 
of the city derided him for being in this position 
later in verse 9. 
 (Read Gen. 19:4-11)  The margin of my 
Bible adds the word “carnally” to the phrase “that 
we may know them” in verse 5.  This is not in 
the original text, but adding it makes sure we 
know the intent of these men of Sodom.  Lot tried 
to reason with them but to no avail.  He even of-
fered his daughters to them to do as they would 
with them, but the men of Sodom were deter-
mined to have the two men.  Finally, the two an-
gels smote the men with blindness so that they 
could no longer find the door.   
 (Read Gen. 19:12–14)  When warned to 
leave the city by the angels and to take his whole 
family with him, Lot was unable to convince his 
son-in-laws and his daughters, that they had mar-
ried, to leave with him.  They just thought he was 
joking.   
 (Read Gen. 19:15–28)  Even Lot is hesi-
tant to leave the city.  The angels had to literally 

physically force him to leave.   
 In Gen. 13:10-11 we’re told that Lot chose 
to move to Sodom, that was located on the plain 
of Jordan, because it was well watered and was 
like the garden of the LORD.  Then in Gen. 14:10 
we’re told that the vale of Siddim was full of 
slime pits.  This was apparently where the Jordan 
River ran through this plain where Sodom was 
located.  Slime, as used in the Bible, is asphalt.  In 
Gen. 14:3, Moses tells us that the vale of Siddim 
is now the Salt Sea, or the Dead Sea.  We dis-
cussed in our last lesson that these slime pits sup-
plied the fuel for this great destruction of these 
cities of Sodom and Gomorrah.  Before the de-
struction of these cities, the Jordan River contin-
ued on a course between the Sinai Peninsula and 
Arabia and emptied into the Gulf of Aqaba.  Due 
to the burning of these slime pits and oil that was 
deep underground, the intense heat and the under-
ground explosions made the area, now the Dead 
Sea, one of the deep depressions upon the earth’s 
surface.  The Jordan River then ran into this de-
pression and was never able to flow out of it.  
Evaporation and other causes have kept the river 
within these bounds so that it no longer flows be-
yond the Dead Sea.  The Dead Sea water today is 
very high in various minerals.   
 This high mineral content, as a result of 
burning of the asphalt and oil, probably contribut-
ed to Lot’s wife becoming a pillar of salt when 
she stopped to look back.  This also tells us how 
narrow Lot’s escape was with his two daughters.  
Verse 28 describes how huge the fire was as 
Abraham viewed it from several miles away.   
  (Read Gen. 19:29)  It was because 
of Abraham’s intercession for the cities that God 
sent Lot out of the midst of the destruction.  Lot 
was first afraid to go to the mountains, but chose 
to go to the city of Zoar, but then he feared to live 
in Zoar so then went into the mountains and lived 
in a cave with his two daughters.  (Read Gen. 
19:30-38)  He was aware of the wickedness of the 
people in the cities, but probably like most of us, 
felt that wickedness would not rub off on him.  
While he apparently maintained his own virtue, 
the wickedness affected his family to the point 
that he lost all that he had plus all of his family 
with the exception of his two daughters.  His two 
daughters were affected as well.  It did not seem 
wrong to them to decide that since they were sep-
arated from all other people, they would get their 
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preserve his seed.  They took turns and both con-
ceived and each had a son.  The oldest named her 
son Moab and the younger named her son Benam-
mi who became the father of the Ammonites.  We 
find the descendants of these two individuals 
quite a bit in the rest of the Bible.  However, it 
seems that the fact that they were conceived in sin 
affected their seed as the record we have of them 
is far from good. JRL 

A STUDY OF THE BOOK OF  

COLOSSIANS 

 den from ages and from generations, but 
now is made known to his saints to whom God 
made known, according to His plan, “what is the 
riches of the glory of this mystery among the 
Gentiles; which is Christ in you, the hope of 
glory.”  This is something totally new to the 
whole world.  Until this time, to approach God 
man had to go to an intercessor, the priest hood.  
Now Paul is saying we can take on Christ, i.e. let 
Him dwell in us which would be manifested by 
our works.  When He is dwelling in us, we are 
dwelling in Him, we are part of His body.  The 
mystery is that not only Israelites can enjoy this 
dwelling in Christ, but likewise the Gentiles can 
enjoy this participation in the body of Christ as 
well and likewise have the hope of glory.  It is 
Christ that Paul preaches, warning and teaching 
every man in all wisdom that he may present eve-
ry man perfect in Christ Jesus.  He labors for this 
purpose, striving according to the power which he 
says mightily works in him. 

(Read Colossians 2:1-5) Paul tells the Co-
lossians that he wishes they knew the struggle that 
he has for them and those at Laodicea and others, 
who have not seen him personally, that their 
hearts might be comforted, being united together 
in love and having the great wealth that comes 
from the full assurance of understanding, resulting 
in a true knowledge of God’s mystery, that is 
Christ Himself in whom are hidden all the treas-
ures of wisdom and knowledge.  Not being with 
these people personally, Paul cannot help but be 
concerned as to whether they are getting the full 
knowledge of God and Christ that they need.  This 
is only natural on Paul’s part, but I think we can 
understand, that with the passion that Paul had, 
truly how great a struggle he was having, espe-
cially now that he was not able to be traveling.   

He says he has to tell them, before some-

one beguiles them into something untrue, that 

though he is absent in the body, he is with them in 

the spirit rejoicing to see their discipline 

and steadfastness in the faith. the spirit rejoicing 

to see their discipline and  

Unlike the Philippians, who had very little 
opposition to Christianity, the Colossians appar-
ently had quite a number of Jews living among 
them as well as idol worshippers.  Paul is con-
cerned that some of these people will try to per-
suade these new Christians away from the truth 

 

 We had to stop our study in the middle of 
a paragraph in our last issue, so I am going to 
back up to the beginning of the paragraph to start 
our study this issue.  We were looking at Colos-
sians 1:9-23. 
  There are two Greek words that are trans-
lated “reconcile” in the King James Bible: katal-
lasso and apokatallasso.  Katallasso should be 
“conciliate”, it is one side offering conciliation to 
the other side.  If both sides agree with each other 
then the “apo” is added to the Greek and “re” to 
the English, and should be translated “reconcile.”  
In both verses 20 and 21 the Greek word is 
“apokatallasso”.  In vs. 20, it is God’s intent that 
all will be “reconciled” to Christ, i.e. the time will 
come when all things will be in agreement with 
Christ whether they be things in heaven or in 
earth.  In vs. 21, the Colossians have agreed with 
Christ, they were once alienated and enemies of 
Christ in their minds, as exhibited by their wicked 
works, but now they are in agreement with Him, 
they have been reconciled to Him in His body 
through death, to present them holy and unblame-
able and unreproveable in His sight—if indeed 
they continue in the faith firmly grounded and 
steadfast and are not moved away from the gospel 
that they have heard that has been preached 
throughout all creation under heaven and of 
which Paul says he has been made a minister. 
 (Read Colossians 1:24-29)  Paul says that 
he now rejoices in his suffering for them and that 
he would go further in his afflictions, even to the 
extreme of Christ’s afflictions, for the church of 
which he has been made a minister according to 
the appointment which God has given him for 
them, to fulfill the word of God. This includes 
even the mystery which Paul says has been hid-



7 

 

and back to Old Covenant ways.  (Read Colos-
sians 2:6-7)  He first tells them that as they have 
received Christ, to walk in Him rooted and built 
up in Him and established in the faith as they have 
been taught and to do so with thanksgiving. 

(Read Colossians 2:8-15)  Then he begins 
to warn them of what might happen.  He tells 
them to beware of men who try to spoil, or mis-
lead them through philosophy and deceit after the 
traditions of men.  I think we can all appreciate 
that the argument that this is the way that we have 
always done things, or this is the way our elders 
taught us is a hard thing to argue against.  People 
who are in a pattern of behavior that their parents, 
grandparents, etc. have followed are hard to con-
vince to change and if they do change, the tempta-
tion to go back is ever present.  Paul tells them not 
to be fooled by this argument, but to walk after 
what they have learned of Christ.  In Christ dwells 
the fullness of the Godhead bodily.  It is in Him 
that one is complete and He is the head of all rule 
and authority.  They have been circumcised with-
out hands in the removal of the body of the flesh 
by the circumcision of Christ having been buried 
with Him in baptism and having risen with him 
through the faith in the working of God, who 
raised Christ from the dead. I am afraid that there 
is considerable misunderstanding among many 
Christians concerning what Paul is saying here.  
Several people I have talked to claim this symbol-
ic ritual of baptism represents the first resurrec-
tion spoken of in Rev. 20.  I don’t think that Paul 
believed this, but was rather saying that being 
baptized symbolically depicted our death, burial 
and resurrection that we through our faith in the 
working of God will experience in reality at a 
point in the future. In raising Christ from the 
dead, He also raises us from the dead.  Had Christ 
not been resurrected, we would have had no hope 
of resurrection either.  Rev. 20 foretells the actual 
first and second resurrections.  Our assurance of 
being in one or the other of those resurrections is 
our faith that since God raised Christ, He will also 
raise us.  Because some spiritualize the resurrec-
tions and attempt to apply that to baptism is a mis-
take.  Paul is not saying things wrong, we are too 
often taking it wrong.  Part of the reason for this, I 
believe, is that we as humans do not want to take 
responsibility for being a Christian.  He goes on in 
this same vein in vs. 13, “And you, being dead 
in your sins and the uncircumcision of your 

flesh, hath he quickened together with him, 
having forgiven you all trespasses.”  If we were 
made alive with Him, we would have the same 
kind of body that He has, but we are still in our 
mortal bodies. I have no doubt that we are assured 
that we will have the same kind of body as Jesus , 
but it is by our faith that God has the power to 
raise us that this assurance comes.  Paul assumes 
the Colossians have that faith.  

We need to keep in mind the main point 
that Paul is making here to the Colossians, vs. 8, 
“Beware lest any man spoil you through phi-
losophy and vain deceit, after the tradition of 
man, after the rudiments of the world, and not 
after Christ.”  He wants them to understand the 
difference between the true teaching of Christ and 
the teaching and traditions of men.  After telling 
the Colossians that God has forgiven them of all 
trespasses, he follows with, Blotting out the hand-
writing of ordinances that was against us, 
which was contrary to us, and took it out of the 
way, nailing it to his cross.”  This has often been 
used to teach that Christ nailed the law to His 
cross.  It is not God’s law that was nailed to the 
cross, but rather man’s law, the traditions of men, 
commandments and doctrines of men as we see in 
vs. 22.  This is a direct warning against the teach-
ing of the Jews who did not understand the New 
Covenant, or Testament, at all nor did they want 
to.  “Ordinances” to me means laws or rules that 
had to do with religious worship and it was these 
ordinances such as circumcision of the flesh being 
necessary for one’s justification and many other 
such laws that especially the Pharisees had devel-
oped over the years because they seemed to think 
that God could not save a person by Himself.  He 
had to have man’s help by requiring something 
special from man such as laws defining work on 
the Sabbath.  These are the laws that were nailed 
to the cross.  God’s law has never been contrary 
to us, but rather just the opposite.  They were nev-
er against us.   Keeping God’s law benefits us in 
every way.  

Vs. 15 in the NASB reads, “When He 
had disarmed the rulers and authorities, He 
made a public display of them, having tri-
umphed over them through Him.”  The most 
powerful display of the power and authority of the 
chief priests and rulers was their crucifying of 
Christ.  The fact that He arose from the dead nul-
lified that power and authority. (To be continued) 
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BIBLICAL OR NOT? 

 I don’t know how many times that I 
have heard it said, referring to the things 
that are happening today, “It is satanic.”  
Whether, it is referring to the political situa-
tion, or the churches, or business, or educa-
tion, or the home, I agree.  We are seeing 
“satanic” forces at work in virtually every 
aspect of our lives.  But what does that 
mean and what is involved in those “satanic 
forces?  Are those forces Biblical, i.e. does 
the Bible have anything to say about these 
forces and does it apply to today?   
 In Revelation 12, we’re first told 
that there were two great wonders in heav-
en. The first was “a woman clothed with 
the sun and moon under her feet, and up-
on her head a crown of twelve stars” and 
we’re told she was “travailing in birth, 
and pained to be delivered.”  The second 
was “a great red dragon, having seven 
heads and ten horns, and seven crowns 
upon his heads.  And his tail drew the 
third part of the stars of heaven, and cast 
them to the earth.”   
 When I first read this passage years 
ago, I recognized that it is written in sym-
bolic language, but I wanted to know who 
the woman was and who the dragon was.  
Vs. 9 tells us, “And the great dragon was 
cast out, that old serpent, called the Dev-
il, and Satan, which deceiveth the whold 
world.” It is amazing what many people, 
who have not studied their Bible, have 
come up with as identities of these two 
great wonders.  Is the dragon some red spir-
itual being with horns that is in control of 
hell and most of us? In my book, “The RE-
AL Serpent, Devil and Satan,” l have at-
tempted to deal with the questions concern-
ing the great red dragon..   

  I believe that we are very near the end of the 
time God has allotted to this beast.  It is time for us to 
understand who this great red dragon is as it is very evi-
dent in the events of our day.   
 Though this was a series of articles in this publi-
cation several months ago, we believe that having all the 
articles in a single publication will make it easier to un-
derstand and to help others to understand.   
 We would appreciate a donation to this ministry 
of $10.00 if you can afford it but we feel it is very im-
portant that everyone understands the message of this 
book in these very turbulent times.  So order yours today 
by mail, e-mail  or phone.  JRL 

But, Seek ye first the kingdom of God, 
And His Righteousness 

And all these things shall be 
Added unto you.  Matt. 6:33 


